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Most “Knickerbockers” alive today are descended from Lawrence Knickerbocker (1684-1766).
This is because Lawrence had many sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons.

This report is part of a larger series, attempting to identify Lawrence’s descendants.

Two of Lawrence’s sons — Cornelius and Benjamin — settled in Pine Plains, Dutchess County.

They are the main focus of this report. The tree below shows their children, with emphasis on
the men who carried on the Knickerbocker family name.

Generation

1st Harmon Janse
2nd Lawrence
3rd Cornelius Benjamin Sr.
1713-1774 1728-1805
m Eleanor Benn m. Alletica Halenbeck
| |
4th Elizabeth John C. Benjamin Jr.
Jane 1753-1816 1753-1826
Cornelia m Susan Pulver m1 Catharine Teefer
Catharine m2 Christina Smith
Lena
5th — Eva (1779-1839) m Adam Hiserodt Peter B. (1791-) never married?
— Eleanor (1781-1857) m James Smith — Henry (1795-1861) m Lydia Pulver
— Peter J. (1783-) m Mirza MNU Children: HenryB., Jane
Children: Lawrence, Lucy, Christina, John, Samuel Maria
— Samuel (-1794) died young Charlotte
— Gertjen (1786-1825) never married — Benjamin 3rd (1802-1808) died young

— Cornelius (1789-1844)
Children: Almira, Polly, Hiram, Sarah, John C., Walter, Tamma.
Andrew Jackson, Eliza, James, Jerome
— Christina (1790-1844) John Millis
— Andris
Children: Henry, Tamma, Fanny, Walter, Esther, Susan, Andris,
Julia, Margaret, John W., James E.
— Charity (1794-) never married
— Benjamin J. (1795-) m Maria Hiserodt
Children: Mary Ann, Walter, Andris, Catherine, Fanny, Martin
— John P. (1795-) has not been traced
— Walter (1799-1816) died young

This report is long. There are many puzzle pieces involved.

Some parts of this story are very simple. However, other parts are very complex. We will
devote much of our attention to the complex issues, such as the men named Benjamin J.
Knickerbocker, Peter J. Knickerbocker, and Peter B. Knickerbocker.
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Background: Too Many John Knickerbockers

The early Knickerbockers were not very creative when it came to first names.

For example, consider this partial family tree. To keep things simple, we have used standard
English spelling for the names ... John instead of Johannes, Peter instead of Petrus, and so on.

% John C. Knickerbocker (Husband of Susan Pulver)

Generation

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

Harmon Janse "Knickerbocker"

. i | i I |

John  John Benjamin Peter John
John *John Benjamin Peter Benjamin John
John BenjaminJ. PeterJ). Benjamin PeterB. @ PeterH. PeterP. Peter Benjamin D.John John John John
John John John Peter
\ J
Y
The Focus of This Report

This tree includes a total of 16 men named John Knickerbocker. It can be hard to tell them
apart

We have added a red star to John C. Knickerbocker of Pine Plains, who married Susan Pulver.
John C. Knickerbocker is a key player in our story.

John C. Knickerbocker had a son named Benjamin. This tree also includes a total of 6
Benjamin Knickerbockers.

John C. Knickerbocker also had a son named Peter. This tree includes a total of 8 Peter
Knickerbockers.

This constant re-use of first names is the hardest part of this study.
We also face a challenge because most of Lawrence’s descendants lived in close proximity to

each other. There are several times in our story when the Pine Plains Knickerbockers interact
with their various cousins.
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Shown here is an example of our s’-az“/ .

challenge. This is from a single page £, %

of church records from 1802. It “”z‘;’"j“ ST “”"‘;,,’52 ‘f‘* bach /"/ CJZ Loy cforc)
shows three baptisms, two of whom }&

were for infants named Benjamin /42" 5 ool %;7; ’{//j"f‘/ﬁ‘: /i’( ve /&{ . J(V
Knickerbocker. / ?\ /

S s W T wmf)&@w .
4 e i Rk B %ﬁw %,

Both baby Benjamins had fathers named Benjamin. And, one of the sponsors was named
Benjamin.

Generation

2nd Lawrence Knickerbocker

| | Shown here are 5 men named

j,d Benjamin Sr. Peter Benjamin Knickerbocker.
1728-1805 1720-1783
m Alletica Halenbeck m Marjerie Bain Four Of them are mentioned in the
| I baptism record.
4th A Benjamin Jr. C Benjamin Philip Hugh
1753-1826 1753 - 1745-1829 1761-1845 The fifth one may have a minor
m2 Christina Smith m Anna Maria Dings m Rachel Schram r0|e in the Story.
Sth B Benjamin 3rd D Benjamin D.
baptized 1802 1783-1845
m1 Sarah Rhea
6th E Benjamin
baptized 1802

The five men in this tree are:
A. Benjamin Junior. Shortly after his second marriage, he had a son.

B. Benjamin the third, the son of Benjamin Junior, was baptized in 1802.

C. Benjamin, son of Peter, is the wild card, even though he doesn’t appear in the baptism
record. This man is hard to trace. We suspect that his middle name was Peter, in honor
of his father.

D. Benjamin D. Knickerbocker used his middle initial — D — in multiple records, including this
baptism record. We suspect his middle name might have been Dings in honor of his
mother. (Middle initials often honored the father, but, in this case, the name Benjamin
Peter Knickerbocker had already been claimed by person “C”.)

E. Benjamin, son of Benjamin D, was baptized in 1802. His sponsor was Benjamin Junior.

(Sadly, both of the Benjamin Knickerbockers who were baptized in 1802 died young.)
The story on this page is an example of a simple puzzle.

The rest of this report is a much larger puzzle.
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Middle Initials and Hard-to-Read Documents

At several points in this report we will focus on somebody’s middle initial. This can get tricky
when we are dealing with old documents.

Consider the man who we will call “Benjamin J. Knickerbocker.” The snapshot on the left has
Benjamin’s name and the word “Judge.” It appears that

Govese G, @2‘?“ udae” Benjamin’s middle initial was “J”. However, i
The , o the snapshot on the right has “Indenture” and Qe iiat
S il o‘%aww{ '"W:ﬁf “Judge” from the same deed. Itishardtotell | =, -~
from J. s

The snapshots shown above are from deed in 1822. The judge who witnessed Benjamin’s
signature was from Steuben County. Thus, there was man named Benjamin “J or I”
Knickerbocker in Steuben County in 1822.

Now let’s use both Ancestry and FamilySearch to search census records. Both search engines
claim that Benjamin J. Knickerbocker and Peter |. Knickerbocker were in Steuben County in
1820. Benjamin’s middle initial was supposedly different from Peter’s.

&, ; L 8 However, look at the handwriting in the original census sheets.
- ‘ / The middle initials are indistinguishable. There is no basis for
sy SO ;’é claiming these men had different middle initials.

As we will discuss later, the two men in Steuben County were probably sons of John
Knickerbocker. We believe their middle initials were probably “‘J”. However, we don’t want to
nit-pick between “I” and “J”. The more important point is that we need to be aware of the
uncertainties involved in reading old documents.

Sometimes we get lucky. This deed is from 1827. 777 gy |
This handwriting is very clear. This was Peter B. Petex ﬁ%b&fze& 71#5,2 myﬁmﬁ/ ,
Knickerbocker. He was obviously a difffent man from = -

Peter “J or I” Knickerbocker.

The above snapshots show the original handwriting, as recorded by a judge, a census taker,
and a county clerk, respectively. However, sometimes we don’t have the original documents.

For example, consider the church records from the Holland Society. If the old books were
disintegrating, the Holland Society transcribed everything onto brand new notebook paper.
Holland Society notebook paper is easy to spot, because it had a distinctive red vertical line at
the left margin. Anytime we

see this red line, it means F l:g

that we are looking a copy, RO g L& i ke Ciab o ~l ‘i""
or even a copy of a copy. (Holland Society records are sometimes vague about whether they
were was transcribing from an original as opposed to making a copy of a copy.)

We will show the original handwriting for key documents, whenever it is possible.
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The Descendants of Lawrence Knickerbocker

We will briefly review of Lawrence Knickerbocker and his family.

Lawrence lived most of his adult life along the Hudson River, near Tivoli. However, by the
1720’s, Lawrence had purchased a second property — “The Grant” — along the Housatonic
River, in Connecticut. The route between Lawrence’s properties is shown on the map below.

Lawrence Knickerbocker had 5 sons and 4 daughters. In the table below, we have ranked the
boys according to where they are buried. The right hand column shows how far each child was
buried from the Knickerbocker Burial Ground in Pine Plains.

Location Map Distance
Name of Grave Point To Pine Plains
Lawrence 1684-1766 Tivoli A
Cornelius 1714-1774 Pine Plains C 0
Benjamin 1728-1805 ? C 0
Peter 1720-1783 Gallatin Reformed Church B 7 miles
John 1710-1786 Salisbury CT D 14 miles
Harmen 1712-1805 South of Wassaic E 20 miles
Jane (Belden) 1721-1799 Dover Plains
Elizabeth (Dutcher) 1720-1793 Dover Plains
Catherine (Van Alstyne) 1731-1806 Kinderhook
Maritje (White) 1727-2 ?

On the map below, the blue line is the route from the Hudson to the Housatonic. This route
hasn’t changed much in the last 300 years. In upstate New York, nobody wants to go up and
down the steep hills during the long winter season. As a result, our modern paved roads have
the same twists and turns as the dirt trails that our ancestors used.

A

The labels on the *"‘,",‘;‘;,’j:‘;““/m
map show the burial | = B

locations. - ./

Lawrence (a), Peter
(b), Cornelius (c),
Benjamin (c), and
John (d) were all
buried along the
route from Tivoli to
Salisbury.

“The Grant”
Salisbury, CT

Lawrence’s son Harmen was buried the farthest away. Harmen’s movements may have been
influenced by his wife, Catherine Dutcher. Some of the Dutchers moved from the Hudson River
to the Housatonic River, and then to the Wassaic area.
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Propagating the Knickerbocker Name

Most “Knickerbockers” who are alive today are descended from Lawrence.

As shown in the table below, Lawrence had 5 sons, 18 grandsons, and 64 great grandsons who
carried on the Knickerbocker family name.

Great Grandsons of Lawrence Knickerbocker (following only the male lines)
Preliminary list

Contribution

Sons of Grandsons Great Grandsons to List of
Lawrence of Lawrence *** of Lawrence *** Great GS
Benjamin Benjamin Jr. Peter B., Henry 2
Cornelius John C. Benjamin 3., John P Waler 6
Lawrence Lawrence Jr, David, Benjamin
Ruliff Harmanus, Tobias, Cornelius
Harmanus . 13
John H. Richard W., John J.
Harmanus Eli, Larry, John, William, Harmen
Abraham Thomas, Darius, Solomon
Lawrence Samuel, John, Salmon
John Harmen John, Bartholomew 17
Isaac Cornelius, Jeremiah, Reuben
Solomon David, James, William, Walter, Henry, Alvin
Philip Petrus, John, Philip Jr., Benjamin D.
Lawrence William, Peter L., John L., James
Peter Abraham, Peter P., David, Isaac, Jacob
Peter Benjamin Unknown 26
James Peter , Hugh, James
John P. John, Henry
Hugh Peter H._, John H \/_alentine, Hu_gh Jr.,
Frederick, Benjamin, Henry, William
5sons 18 grandsons 64 grandsons

*** This table only considers the male lines — the men whose name was “Knickerbocker”

(Notice that we have only included males named Knickerbocker. For example, Elizabeth
Knickerbocker’'s sons are not included, because their last name was Dutcher.)

By 1800, roughly three quarters of all the Knickerbockers on Earth were descended from
Lawrence. This is because Lawrence had so many sons, grandsons, and so on.

For example, consider Lawrence’s older brother Johannes. Johannes only had 4 great
grandsons named “Knickerbocker” (William W, Harmen, John, and Abraham).

In terms of propagating the Knickerbocker family name, Lawrence outperformed Johannes by a
score of 64 to 4.

This is a highly simplified analysis, but it illustrates why so many of us are descended from
Lawrence.
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An Introduction to Pine Plains

We will use three maps to give a general overview of Pine Plains. We have added the location
of the “Knickerbocker Burial Ground” to each map

This map shows today’s boundaries for Pine Plains and
the nearby townships. The boundaries on this map have
evolved over the years. For example, Red Hook was

part of Rhinebeck until 1812. Pine Plains was part of
North East until 1823.

This map shows the Township of Pine Plains. The
township includes a small downtown area that is known
as the Village of Pine Plains. The Knickerbocker Burial
Ground is often described as being about 2.5 miles “east
of Pine Plains.” To be precise, the burial ground is within

Pine Plains Township, but is 3 miles east of Main Street
in Pine Plains Village.

(In this report, we will use “Pine Plains” to refer to the township.)

Poovema G4 grant. The Burial Ground is within what was originally called
Lot 32. (Shown here is a map from 1858, available from the

3 A Library of Congress.)
TR UAT LN S |
\’“‘/ gty 7 48 This map shows that a man named H.B. Knickerbocker owned
. | Lot32 | land across the road from the burial ground. We will mention
y =27 - H.B. Knickerbocker again later.

Additional details about Pine Plains are found in the 1876
directory of Dutchess County. (A high resolution image is
available from the NY State Library.) We have noted Pulver’'s
Corners and the Hiserodt School District. These locations
take their name from two families that play a role in our story

Pulver’s
Corners -~

Burial
Ground

The burial ground is on Route 199. The modern road follows a much older trail which the
settlers called the Salisbury Road. This has always been the main east-west route through the
area.

Lawrence Knickerbocker was probably familiar with the Pine Plains area when his sons were
still toddlers. Lawrence made his first trips to Salisbury sometime around the 1720’s. The
journey was long: 35 miles through the wilderness. The area that we now call Pine Plains was
about the halfway point.
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The Knickerbocker Burial Ground in Pine Plains

Cornelius and Benjamin were buried in a Knickerbocker Burial Ground

2 % miles east of Pine Plains on Route 199

cemetery that is commonly called “The
Knickerbocker Burial Ground.”

The burial ground is on Route 199 (the
Salisbury Road).

The Connecticut state line is 6 miles to the
east.

In 1913, a group of volunteers recorded the inscriptions in the burial ground. Their work was
eventually included in the 1924 book, Old Graveyards of Dutchess County. This is the most
reliable list of burials in this cemetery.

(Unfortunately Findagrave has significant errors, and needs to be treated with caution.)

The tombstones in Pine Plains include several families that have roles in our story, including the
Pulvers, Hiserodts, Millius and Stickles families.

The 1913 list — as reproduced in the 1924 book — showed eleven people with the last name
Knickerbocker.

ol. DETCICL, JUNN A U, 1010, vall. &9y J1 9wl .

32. Knickerbocker, Benjamin, d. 1805, Sep. 28 a. 77-4-14

383. Knickerbocker, Benjamin, s. of Benjamin & Cathnrme d. 1808, Oct. 3, a. 6-2-8.
34. Knickerbocker, Ben;amxn,d 1826, Oct. 27, a. 73 v. 27 d.

35. Knickerbocker, Catharine, w. of Benjamm Jr., d. 1797, June 16, a. 32 y.

36. Knickerbocker, Christina, w. of Benjamin, d. 1833 May 1 a. 656 y.

37. Knickerbacker, Captain Cornehus d. 1774, Mar. 20 a. 60 y.

38. Knickerbacker, John C., d. 1816, Ang. 13, in 64th y.

39. Krickerbacker, Lawrence, s. of Peter I. & Moiza, d. 1809, Mar. 20, a. 91 v. 10 m.
40. Knickerbacker, Rosina, w. of John C., d. 1825, June 18, in 634 y.

41. Knickerbocker, Samuel, d. 1794, July 3, a. 91 y.

42. Knickerbacker, Walter C,, s. of John C. G‘Q‘Susnnah, q 1816, Oct. 30, in 17th y.

Although this is the best available accounting, it still has problems. One mistake is clear: the
tombstone of Lawrence Knickerbocker was transcribed incorrectly.

The 1913 transcription claims that Lawrence,
son of Peter I. Knickerbocker, died 1809,
“age 91.” It would be very hard to explain
the existence of any such person.

In reality, the tombstone says “AE 9m”.

(Thanks to Melissa Stickles for the pictures.)

<
% Pictures from Melissa Stickles
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We suspect that the transcription for Samuel Knickerbocker has a similar error. The listing
shown above claims that Samuel was 91 years old, which would be very hard to explain. It
more likely that Samuel was either 9 months or 9 years old, and was a young son of John and
Susan.

Shown below is a tree for the eleven people with the last name Knickerbocker:

Knickerbocker Tombstones in the "Knickerbocker Burial Ground"

eneration

1st Harmon Janse
2nd Lawrence
3rd Cornelius 7’\( Benjamin Sr.j'}(
1713-1774 1728-1805
m Eleanor Ben m. Alletica Halenbeck
4th John C. 7’\.{ Benjamin Jr.jﬁ{
1753-1816 1753-1826
m Susan (Rosina) Pulver 7«'\( m1 Catharine Teefer*
| m2 Christina Smith jﬁ{
5th Benjamin J. Peter J Samuel* Walteri\( Benjamin 3rd 7",(
1795 - 1783 - -1794 1799-1816 1802-1808
m Maria Hiserodt m Mirza MNU
6th Lawrence?ﬁ( John Samuel

1808-1809 1819-1910 1825-1887

It appears that this burial ground primarily served its immediate neighbors. It was not
associated with a church, and the people buried here seem to come from a pretty tight circle of
families.

Consider this small section of the first U.S. census, in
1790 Th|S ShOWS tWO KniCkerbOCker famllles IIVIng 1790 Census for North East (which included Pine Plains)
near families named Milius, Hyserodt, and Pulver. e ; .

i I , ’ H 4/,4//\‘,/(,2;” ;;;;;;;;;; = / , /’0’-1 .
(This census record is from the North East, which was lory WBooorid | 2. 4 'l ol

originally very large. Pine Plains wasn’t split off until 2 A Plovo.—- 1|7 |2]
1823)) . e I
/ ;Yﬂ/(%W/ J|2 f 2
Five of these seven people are buried in the R S I S T
. L e e Y % R
Knickerbocker Ground (Jacob Millius, Henry Hyserodt, / e Crtcw- ALl ise

Peter Pulver, John Knickerbocker, and Benjamin
Knickerbocker.)

This census sheet also indicates the close proximity of the families of Cornelius Knickerbocker
and Benjamin Knickerbocker. In 1790, John Knickerbocker (Cornelius’ only son) was in the
adjacent household to his uncle Benjamin Knickerbocker.

(Cornelius died before the 1790 census. His younger brother Benjamin was still alive.)
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Why is it called the Knickerbocker Burial Ground?

This is a very old burial ground. It appears that it was established before the Knickerbockers
arrived in the area.

An early mention of the burial ground can be
found in a deed from 1764. The burial
ground did not have a name.

The description in this deed gives the

bERS I SRR . v 5 location (so many chains and rods from the
Dutchess County, book 6, p 133 corner of Lot 32, along the road to Salisbury,
etc).

This deed proves the burial ground was established prior to 1764. It's clear that none of the
original tombstones have survived. (Cornelius Knickerbocker, who died in 1774, was one of the
oldest surviving tombstones in the 1913 listing.)

This same 1764 deed appears to mark the arrival of
Cornelius Knickerbocker in Pine Plains.

When Cornelius bought the land, he was described as
being “of Rynbek precinct.” Thus we suspect that
Cornelius had been living somewhere near Tivoli.

In the deed shown above, Cornelius was described as “Cornelius Junior.” This might seem
confusing. Back then, though, “Junior” simply meant that there was an older man with the same
name. There are several other examples of this in Knickerbocker-related records. In this case,
Cornelius Knickerbocker “Senior” was Lawrence’s brother, while “Junior” was Lawrence’s son.

The above deed is lengthy, and describes
two properties that Cornelius purchased.
One property was north of the Salisbury
Road, and doesn’t affect our story. The
second property, near the cemetery, is more
interesting.

Burial Ground

. . (established before 1764)
Here we are showing the approximate

location of Cornelius Knickerbocker’s
second property, just east of the burial

Cornelius Knickerbocker farm

ground. _ (arrived circa 1764)

There is a stream that crosses Cornelius’ farm. It's the only stream along this stretch of the
Salisbury Road. Lawrence Knickerbocker probably watered his horses there, 40 years before
Cornelius arrived.

10
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We believe that Benjamin Knickerbocker arrived in Pine Plains at around the same time as his
brother Cornelius. Unfortunately Benjamin’s original deeds appear to have been lost. All we
have is indirect evidence.

Lol Gntiinn 5t oo e G fo-_y£,m—;& /mw,, In 1822, Benjamin (Junior) and
A /gm_‘én_[‘g/g“ 4 4,.“//“ Lcire 4y dos brares L his wife Christina sold a piece of
L olii tha 9.,@% o the raign of orihthiie iy g7tuap// land in Pine Plains. The deed

- says that the land had been
conveyed to Benjamin Knickerbocker by Isaac Van Lueven by deed bearing the date November
2,1776. Thus we know that Benjamin arrived before 1776.

(Unfortunately record keeping was scattered in the 1700s. Many deeds were never officially
recorded in the county books. For example, there is no official record of any land deals
between the Van Lueven and Knickerbocker families in the years around 1776.)

Based on the history shown here, we suspect that the name “Knickerbocker Burial Ground” was
eventually adopted because Cornelius owned the adjacent land.

The Knickerbockers didn’t establish the burial ground, and weren’t the first ones buried there.

In 1908 / 1909, Van Alstyne published “The Knickerbocker Family” in the
NYGBR. It was a great piece of work.

However, Van Alstyne never mentioned the burial ground in Pine Plains.

It appears that Van Alstyne never visited the burial ground, and never
saw a list of the tombstones.

(The tombstone listing that we showed earlier wasn't prepared until
1913, which was 4 years after Van Alstyne finished his study.)

11
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Benjamin Knickerbocker Senior, son of Lawrence Knickerbocker

For the next few pages we will focus on Benjamin Knickerbocker, the youngest son of Lawrence

Knickerbocker. He is buried in Pine Plains.

Generation

1st
2nd

3rd

Benjamin’s story is
straightforward.

We will present a few key "
details to show why we are
confident in this lineage.

(Later, we will mention two sh  Peter B.
prior studies, published in 1701 -

the 1890’s and early 1900’s.
Those earlier studies have
major errors.) 6ih

7th

[Monday, October 10, 1785]

Benjamin
Knickerbacker
57 years old J'

] —His father was Lawrence
Knickerbacker, never heared of a

claim till Mr Livingston began to

build the Mills—sometime before the

former trial; does not know how long.

Law Practice of Alexander Hamilton, Volume 3

Church records show the name of Benjamin’s wife as Letge

Hallenbeck.

3 .Buvmu\“ /l vweikenbacken r/)/[l Tasoan r/n ’"*[‘“4
y - 1 v g TS
l“"‘/" el el Wf.n. Alelteea.r

- ve—ay

Benjamin Sr.
1728-1805

m. Alletica Halenbeck

Benjamin Jr.
1753-1826
m2 Christina Smith
1768-1833

m1 Catharine Teefer
1765-1797

Benjamin 3rd
1802-1808

Charlotte Henry Maria
1795-1861

m Lydia Pulver

Henry Benjamin (H.B.) Jane
1832-1915 1836-1919

m Phebe Stickle m William Smith

George (1864-1941) m Julia Collin
Fred (1877-1956) m Mary Case

In 1785, Benjamin Knickerbocker (senior) testified
in a court case. He stated that he was the son of
Lawrence, and that he was 57 years old. Thus, he
was born in 1728. This matches the tombstone in
the Knickerbocker Burial Ground.

,’//S 3-

f:&»w //.»M

The will of Benjamin (senior) was proved
in1806. He left his estate to wife Alletica
and to Benjamin Junior.

%LWW WWL“M,/M__M whe A Ul nan Avnty Farann .

12



The Sons of Lawrence Knickerbocker: Cornelius and Benjamin

Benjamin (junior) was married twice, to Catharine Teefer and then to Christine Smith. Both
wives are buried in the Burial Ground.

Setber 16 1y

S i 4 The maiden names of the wives can be found in

A

; g = baptism records for their children.

AR 1908 —
et Pt Ml >
/{1%‘: ¢i,——- @Z;w et _ _f%

If we look at the tombstones, the order of death was (1) Catherine Knickerbocker, then (2)
Benjamin senior, then (3) Benjamin junior, and then (4) Christine Knickerbocker.

It makes sense that Catherine’s tombstone says “wife of Benjamin Junior.” Catherine’s died
early, while Senior was still alive. Thus, her husband was still being called Junior. It also
makes sense that the tombstone of second wife Christine does not include the word Junior,
because that moniker was no longer in use.

P Ly
/!!117 Soved el W Wy Hjueker/nete | The will of Benjamin (junior) was proved in 1826.
B N ‘ Benjamin left most of his estate to his wife Christina, his
/‘W/%«a»é’/éﬁ/w ¥ Dravea daughters Charlotte and Maria, and his sons Peter B.
’ Y, and Henry.
' '7)%d -g%u}lzﬁm’

We will discuss the oldest son, Peter B. Knickerbocker, later.

WENRY KNIGKERBOCKERY,

The younger son, Henry, is easy to trace. He stayed in Pine Plains and
married Lydia Pulver. (Thanks to Melissa Stickles for the tombstone photo.)

Henry and Lydia had one son: the man we have been calling H.B. Knickerbocker, who
eventually lived across the road from the cemetery. In 1850, was living with his parents, Henry
and Lydia [Pulver].

HB’s full name was Henry Benjamin Knickerbocker. To avoid confusion, we will continue to call
him HB in this report. This is only for our convenience. There’s no evidence that he was ever
called “HB” during his life.

As we’ve already shown, maps show that HB Knickerbocker eventually lived across the road
from the Knickerbocker Burial Ground.

13



HB is easy to trace, because his mother Lydia lived with him after |

H

enry’s death.

HUDSON EVENING REGISTER

WE

DNESDAY, JULY 30, 1913

;

17

‘I nel

tal

b

|k
the home farm.

i
Z., town of Pine Plains on July 28, |

Stickle, and was born In Albany,
April 18, 1833. When two years old
she moved with her parents to Dry-|
den, Tompkins county, where shel'

ber, 1861, to Henry B. Knickerbocker.
Immediately after her marriage she|'
went with her husband to Dutchoss
county and settled on the farm about
two miles cast of Pine Plains village,
'| where the whole of her married life
has been spont. As wife, mother,

'|and esteomed. She wis a woman of |
'|eultivation and fine Intellectual at-|'

mourned by a large clrcle of friends
and acqualntancos. Besldes her hus.|'

Phoobe Stickle, wife of Henry B.|:
nickerbocker, died at her home in |1

od 80 yoars and three months. She |
d been in feeble condition for|:
out two years, but confined to her
d only four weeks. She was the|!
ughter of Jacob and Huldah Card|!

ed untll her marriage in Septem-

Ighbor und friend she was loved

nments. She will be migsed and
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HB Knickerbocker married Phebe Stickle. Henry and Phebe had two sons,
George and Frederick.

When Phebe died in 1913, her obituary said that son Frederick was still
living on the farm two miles east of the village of Pine Plains.

Frederick Knickerbocker sold the farm in about 1933 and moved to the
village. Frederick died in 1956.

It has only taken a couple of pages to show the lineage from Harmen Janse Knickerbocker (who
died in 1714) through Benjamin Knickerbocker, and then to Frederick Knickerbocker (who died
in 1956). We have covered a span of over 200 years.

This is one of the easiest Knickerbocker lines to trace, thanks largely to the fact that they stayed
in the same area, near the burial ground.
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Earlier (Incorrect) Genealogies for Benjamin Knickerbocker Senior

The story told above is straightforward and supported by many records. However, it differs from
earlier published works by Isaac Hunting and by William Van Alstyne

Isaac Hunting published his book Little Nine Partners in 1897. Isaac Hunting was a newspaper
reporter, not a genealogist or historian. Unfortunately his stories appeared in local newspapers
over a long period of time, so his mistakes have been influencing amateur genealogists for
many years.

We will not show Mr. Hunting’s entire discussion of the Knickerbockers here; it was too full of
errors. Among other things, Mr. Hunting had trouble distinguishing between the descendants of
Lawrence’s sons Benjamin (who settled in Pine Plains) and Peter (who settled in the Gallatin /
Milan area).

For this report, the key error in Mr. Hunting’s work involves HB Knickerbocker.
Hunting claimed that HB Knickerbocker was the son of Benjamin Knickerbocker. Mr. Hunting
then presented a full lineage for HB. It was wrong.

(As we have already shown, it is very easy to prove that HB Knickerbocker was the son of
Henry Knickerbocker and Lydia Pulver.)

The other erroneous genealogy was from William Van Alstyne. This one is more difficult to
explain. Mr. Van Alstyne was a very serious genealogy, and did groundbreaking work.

Unfortunately, though, Mr. Van Alstyne made a significant mistake regarding Benjamin
Knickerbocker.

t4. Benjamix® Knickereocker (Laurens,” Harmen Jansen'), m.

Here is what Van Alstyne said abouto 1732, A(:}ctg'ka _Half‘;nbcck. Y Wi

S . 5 Oct., 1766, Domine Fryemont received into membership o

about Benjamin Knickerbocker the Red Hook Reformed Church from the church on the Flatts
and Alletteka Halenbeck. Benjamin Knickerbacker and wife Aletta Halenbeek.

Benjamin Knickerbocker and Aletta Halenbeck may have
had a child:

41 i. Laurentz,' b, about 1733; m. Margerie Bain (Ben).
Shown below is the baptism record that caused the problem. This baptism was in 1753.
1733
@77 V2 A gmﬁ /ﬁu.//{’MldéA/ 7&% Mnun%uM
| / % Largoiie e ol Wf%&(

The first column shows the child’s name. The second column is the parents. The third column
is the sponsors.

For some reason Van Alstyne assumed the sponsors of the child were also the grandparents of
the child. This is very strange.
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Mr. Van Alstyne was an expert. It is very unclear why he would have miss-read this simple
baptism record.

This mistake caused Mr. Van Alstyne to think that Benjamin must have been married by about
1732. In reality, Benjamin was only 4 years old in 1732. This has thrown off other genealogists
ever since.

The story that we have told is clear, and is backed up by multiple records.

Thus: Mr. Van Alstyne was wrong.

The Wealth of Benjamin Knickerbocker, Senior

Benjamin Knickerbocker was a wealthy man. Our focus is genealogy, so we wouldn’t normally
pay attention to wealth. In this case, though, we will discuss two aspects of his wealth.

Benjamin Left Money to his Nieces and Nephews

Benjamin was the youngest of Lawrence’s five sons, but must have viewed himself as a
patriarch to all of his “Knickerbocker” his nieces and nephews.

As we've already said, Benjamin Senior left most of his land to Benjamin Junior. He also made
provisions for his wife, Alletica. This seems typical.

What’s interesting about Benjamin’s will is that he set aside part of his estate to be split among
all of his nieces and nephews.

Ol whatsuc sfall o diitin Fion et , ol e i daiin s dtnn of Tane toanasinas

. ol B v ,b:»{[avu O\AADZ Fora cncts, ,«’f:a:; A g f;a.‘u. ,(,.,:_wtzyp(. e Moot " y o TR
To be specific: He left Jaiste BoTfonions, Tl tashion Joums . 3 il comst Aiact T g0 T Fhe Gl of
an inheritance for all Of |- avey frethen avel s0teu; ax To Fhoie nwjireserTatinss, aie Fha Sanst Pas]ortionn oo &
his Knickerbocker pubtol by Cos olescensl SR Hea care when ann esTate i bft o lertnt, Wt s P

u«:oﬂ 7’&4&4& «i% I/M.-7 Sethins o sirtrne J{uuf( Jouud;.‘_n,.“_,‘f/:?a o MG Le

nieces and nephews. Conistinssl. arlocs el o Fait: bt e 6 bhptronn. o Pos Refprssirtosivnis
(Susan Pulver’s nieces and whatever shall remain after her decease, and the remaining sum of two hundred
_and nephews were not and eighty seven dollars and fifty cents, which | have directed to be paid by the
included.) said Benjamin Knickerbocker Junr : | willand direct to go to the children of
my brothers and sisters or their representatives, in the same proportion as it
would by law descend in the case when an estate is left intestate: with this pro-
viso: That if any of my brothers or sisters shall survive me they are not to be
considered in this respect as heirs but their children as their representatives

Benjamin’s generosity might suggest that Benjamin had received special attention from his
father Lawrence.
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Benjamin Knickerbocker and his Slaves

Another indication of Benjamin Knickerbocker’'s wealth was that he owned slaves.

We need to put genealogy aside for a moment, and devote a few words to slavery in New York
State.

The Dutch settlers along the Hudson were familiar with slavery long before 1776. (Holland
didn’t outlaw slavery in its colonies until 1863.) The settler’s tolerance of slavery persisted after
the Dutch left. (England allowed slavery in its colonies until 1833.)

After the Revolutionary War, northern states within the United States outlawed slavery one at a
time.

According to the Columbia University website:

The first gradual emancipation law in New York was passed in 1799. New York State was the
second-to-last Northern state to pass an emancipation law, reflecting the enormous economic
strength of slavery in New York in this time period. This law provisioned that all children born into
slavery after July 4, 1799 in the state would be free when they turned 25 (for women) or 28 (for
men). These age qualifications ensured that slaveholders would be compensated for their loss of
property with the labor of their slaves’ most productive years. A further law, passed in 1817,
granted eventual freedom to slaves born prior to 1799, but it delayed their emancipation for ten
years. Slavery in New York State did not come to a complete legal end until July 4, 1827.

In 1790, slavery in Dutchess County was very scattered. The census district of North East had
3,272 free white residents, and 80 slaves. That’s a ratio of 1 slave for each 40 free whites. (By
contrast, the Confederacy eventually had a ratio closer to 1 slave to 1 free white.)

1790 Census:
North East, Dutchess County

Benjamin Knickerbocker owned six slaves.

Free White Males 16+
Free White Males <16
Free White Females

All other free persons

This made Benjamin one of the largest
slaveholders in North East.

2 Bl e 7] | 7] . 6]
B s sl e
3 g ::."Z.;zm&,\w’.z | 2] |
s (BRI s

(Benjamin wasn’t the only slaveholder on the Salisbury Road. In 1790, Andrew Pulver owned
one slave. Andrew Pulver lived next door to Benjamin Knickerbocker.
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In the entire 1790 census, we have identified four Knickerbocker households that owned slaves.
Two were from the Johannes line in Schaghticoke. The other two were from Lawrence’s line in
Dutchess County.

Knickerbockers who owned slaves in the 1790 census

1 John Knickerbocker Schaghticoke 9 slaves HJ / Johannes / John
2 John Knickerbocker, Jr Schaghticoke 9 slaves son of person 1
3 Benjamin Knickerbocker North East 6 slaves HJ / Lawrence / Benjamin

Widow of Petrus

4 Margery Knickerbocker North East 1 slave (HJ / Lawrence / Petrus)

Benjamin mentioned his slaves in his will. He freed two of them, but left his other slaves to his
heirs.
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::uui_lw”?f@c s 54 nﬁu/p,ﬂw i“;f:,,fd:@f‘::j‘f‘”“"ﬁ “% 1 tomy negro man Peter, twenty five dollars

toenty fove Bolla ’ '

et Ko :
| give to the said Lawrence Van Alstyne my negro girl Degan.
| give to the said Benjamin Knickerbocker Junior my negro

. b s g s H dnite E s Fon 0l iy o gl Bapons I guisc s A,
5% St ’Mﬁ, i man named Harry, and my negro woman named Ann. |

5y msl B orsrian Kaniuil oskin me;. m,714 tv eans smariesl mw(nzm’u
& B R Povan - Faad Ptife R dihex lomohen,. o v K o . - . . .
e i . e ﬂx.;u oy, PR R iy S e F M7 give to Philip Knickerbocker a negro boy now in his

if:ﬂmu s gwszﬁ;: e i“;::jf*‘w:“f“““ ”"“”‘2« A,f‘}ﬂ:’:“ possession named Jake, all which [scribble] bequeth
B RS wew et immediately after my decease, and | further give to my said

negro man Peter, and his wife Marie their freedom and a
horse equally as good as the one which he now calls, and is

known by his horse
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Peter B. Knickerbocker, son of Benjamin Knickerbocker Junior

We have told the simple part of Benjamin Knickerbocker’s story. Now we come to the hard part:
Peter B. Knickerbocker, the son of Benjamin Knickerbocker, Junior.

We have already shown that Peter B. Knickerbocker was mentioned in his father’s will. The
middle initial “B” is distinctive.

Peter B. Knickerbocker is not easy to track. Based on what we can find, though, it is possible
that he never married, and might never have had any children.

The strongest evidence related to Peter B. Knickerbocker is based on the concept of dower
rights, the way they were defined in olden times:

Dower Rights
If a husband owned property, his spouse had the right to a partial interest in that property.

If the husband sold the property, his wife was asked to sign a release of her dower rights.

Dower rights were a very early form of joint title or community property. They protected the wife
against the possibility of the husband selling the family farm and skipping town. Early deeds
from New York State clearly reflect dower rights.

Here is an example of how dower rights were

&//W/MWMM”&/" v £ %ff ;;é*m handled. This was a sale by Alban Rust and

csansl . . .

el Kl his wife Mary. At the end of the deed is a
/»T M‘;ZQW /’ﬁfw/é/« =y /ﬂféﬁ;’é statement by the county clerk that he
B e o interviewed Mary Rust privately, and that she
/,7 "“nﬁ?’""‘/ mlx‘“:}ﬁ‘: v s 2 confirmed that she entered into the sale freely

Ll waleicdit ..mz/...f7 L ‘{‘chm and without any form of compulsion. This is
-‘““‘“’J“’ Sl Mo cn Bl . La from Dutchess County (book 38, page 249.)

The “without compulsion” language in the above deed was repeated in many other deeds
throughout New York State.

The above example has nothing to do with the Knickerbockers, but we picked if for a reason.
One page earlier in the deed book is a sale by Peter B. Knickerbocker (book 38, page 248).

In 1827, Peter B. Knickerbocker sold his half interest in a property formerly owned by Benjamin
Knickerbocker. They buyer was Henry S. Pulver of Yates County.

“E—— —
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Peter was listed by
himself. The deed
does not mention
Peter having a wife.

Peter B. Knickerbocker made three different land sales in Dutchess County. The years were
1827, 1830, and 1833. None of the deeds mention a wife. This covers Peter from ages roughly
34 to 40.
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Peter might have been married earlier, when he was in his 20’s. His wife might have died.
However, if he had children, he typically would have re-married very quickly. It was hard for a
single parent — male or female — to raise children while also running a farm or business. Yet
here we see a man who apparently didn’t have a wife, at least from age 34 to age 40.

We can’t identify Peter in census records in 1840, or any of the earlier years.

By 1850, Peter B. Knickerbocker was living in the household of Henry S. Pulver in Yates
County.

1850, Milo, Yates County 1855, Milo, Yates County
L > ] _/ Jﬁ_-.,__l ¥ 7 A " I _——
\Maczs & 4 JL—PJ‘ML—, (.. ,//  Jitee, || In 1855, the census taker
(Llige Miiees 22 L3l Fateem, s | A rocorded Peter's middle
Ltrcak ’['14‘// .ZL}' e ‘L _Morie . Calver— 212 | & J/.;,,{,_ Lo ,
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There is also a note in military records saying that Peter B. Knickerbocker of Yates County
received reimbursement for expenses incurred during the War of 1812. (Military records are
discussed again later.)

In 1860 and 1865, there was still a Peter Knickerbocker in Yates County. His age was about
right, but the census taker didn’t record a middle initial. Peter was in the county poor house.
(Under NY state law, each county was required to run a poor house that served as a
combination nursing home, asylum, detox center, etc.)

In the state census of both 1855 (while living with the Pulvers) and 1865 (in the poor house),
Peter Knickerbocker gave his birth location as Dutchess County.

These four Yates County census records (1850, 55, 60, and 65) cover the years when Peter
was roughly 57 to 72.

Lawrence Knickerbocker

The above records prove that Henry S. Pulver had some
sort of connection with the Knickerbockers.

Cornelius Knickerbocker Benjamin Knickerbocker Sr

m Eleanor Ben m Alletica Halenbeck
We believe that Henry Pulver was Peter Knickerbocker’'s Jane Knickerbocker _ Benjamin Knickerbocker Ir
second cousin. m Johannes Pulver m Catharine Teefer
Henry (Heinrich) Pulver Peter B. Knickerbocker
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Henry (Henrich) Pulver and his mother will be mentioned again later.

To summarize the most important point: So far there is no evidence that Peter B. Knickerbocker
left any descendants.

If anything, Peter B. Knickerbocker might have had a child who either:
(a) Was adopted by Henry Pulver and his wife Jane [Knickerbocker] Pulver, or
(b) Married into the family of Henry Pulver

However, even that seems to be a stretch.

Unless some new information becomes available, we will assume that Peter B. Knickerbocker
never had children.

This concludes our discussion of Benjamin Knickerbocker, the son of Lawrence Knickerbocker.
Benjamin’s story is simple. It only took about 10 pages.
Now we come to a much more complex story: Benjamin’s brother Cornelius.

(Cornelius and Benjamin each only had one son. However, Cornelius had many more
grandsons and great grandsons.)
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Cornelius Knickerbocker, the son of Lawrence Knickerbocker

Now we turn to Cornelius Knickerbocker, son of Lawrence Knickerbocker.

Lawrence Knickerbocker

Some parts of Cornelius’ story are very easy, and very well documented.
For example, Cornelius left a detailed will.

Cornelius Knickerbocker

m Eleanor Ben We are also lucky that a man named Andris Knickerbocker left a long

chain of records.

John C. Knickerbocker

m Susan Pulver

(Andris was Cornelius’ grandson.).

Andris Knickerbocker

There are a few parts of Cornelius’s story that are complicated. We will focus much of our
attention on the complicated pieces.

The easiest way to start this story is to go back to the Knickerbocker Family from 1908/1909, as
published in the NYGBR. William Van Alstyne’s work has an excellent summary for Cornelius
Knickerbocker.

Cornelis Knickerbocker m. Eleonora Ben, bap. 7 Jan., 1722, at Kingston, N.Y., daughter of Hugo Ben and
Elisabeth Schot. On the 1 May, 1768, they became church members at Mount Ross, N.Y. Cornelis
Knickerbacker of North East Precinct made his will 7 Jan., 1774, proved 22 Jan., 1789, and recorded at
Poughkeepsie in Book of Wills, vol. A, p. 124. In it he mentions wife, son John and daus. Caty, Catarina, Genne,
Lana, Margree, Elizabeth, wife of Benjamin Van Leuveren, and Mary, wife of Tobias Miller. He appoints his
wife and brothers Benjamin and Peter Knickerbocker executors.

Children:

Vi.

Vii.

Elizabeth, bap. 15 Feb., 1747, at Germantown, N.Y.; spon.: Peter Benn and Johanna Lescher; m.
Benjamin Van Leuven.

Marika, bap. 2 Oct., 1748, at Germantown; spon.: Peter and Meseri Knickerbocker; m. Tobias Muller
(Miller).

Laurentz, bap. 3 Feb., 1751, at Linlithgo, N.Y.; spon.: James and Elisabeth Bean; probably d. young as he
is not mentioned in his father's will.

Johannes, b. 12 Nov., 1752; bap. at Rhinebeck, N.Y.; spon.: Jhan and Antje Ben; m. Susanna Pulver.
Cathrina, bap. 8 May, 1757, at Linlithgo; spon.: Benjamin Knickerbocker and Aletteka Halenbeeck, his
wife; m. John Schermerhorn.

Lena, b. 11 July, 1761; bap. at Rhinebeck Flatts, N.Y.; spon.: Johannes Van Wagenen and Geertrui Scott;
m. Johannes Hilligass.

Margaretha, bap. 26 Aug., 1764, at Germantown; spon.: Philip and Maria Knickerlaocker.

viii. Genne (Jane), m. Johannes Pulver.

ix.

Cornelia, m. Simon Milius. Cornelia probably belongs to this family but is placed here without proof.
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The first land record for Cornelius found so far is from October, 1751. It is a deed for a property
near Mt. Ross. (Dutchess County book 2, page 405.)
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In this deed, both Cornelius and Peter
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The property was near the intersection of Lots 43,
44, and 51.

The land was within about a quarter-mile of the
route from Tivoli to Salisbury.

2 e/

This property is about a mile and a half of where Peter was eventually buried, in Gallatin. We
suspect that this purchase was driven by land speculation. Perhaps Peter lived on this property
at some point, but we don’t think Cornelius ever lived there.

We don’t know when this property was sold.

As already shown, Cornelius Knickerbocker Junior “of Rynbek precinct” bought land in Pine
Plains in 1764. This fits with Cornelius joining the Dutch church in Mt Ross in 1768, as reported
by Van Alstyne. (The Mt Ross church was about 6 miles from Cornelius’ farm in Pine Plains.)

We don’t know what Cornelius was doing in the years immediately prior to 1764.
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The Benn Family

Eleanor Benn was the wife of Cornelius Knickerbocker. She was the daughter of Hugh Benn.

The exact spelling of the last name is unclear; it was sometimes Ben, and sometimes Bain. In
the court records, the name was spelled Benn. We will use that spelling here.

Hugh Benn had a large family. Two of his daughters married Knickerbockers. This can be
pieced together from church records, and is stated in the court records in the Alexander
Hamilton book.

Knickerbocker / Benn Marriages

Hugh Benn
m. Elisabeth Schot

Eleanor Benn Marjerie Benn
1710 - 1719-1791
m Cornelius Knickerbocker m Petrus Knickerbocker
1713-1774 1720-1783
John P. Knickerbocker Philip Knickerbocker
1759 - 1745 -
m Anna Maria Couse m Anna Maria Dings
1760 -
John Knickerbocker (of Argyle NY) Marjory Knickerbocker
1796-1888 1767 -
m Rachel Benn m James Benn

1797-1897

There were other marriages between the Knickerbocker and Benn families a couple of
generations later.

John P. Knickerbocker married Rachel Benn. We will mention John P. Knickerbocker again
later.

Margery Knickerbocker married James Benn. They will not be discussed here.

We are not sure how Rachel and James Benn were related to Hugh Benn.
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In the 1700’s, members the Knickerbocker and Benn testified in the court cases. The records
provide useful information. See the book Law Practice of Alexander Hamilton, Volume 3. The
book discusses a series of court cases that ultimately helped decide the boundary between
Dutchess County and Livingston Manor (the predecessor Columbia County).

Clermont Historic Site (Livingston Mansion), Columbia County

According to the court records, Hugh Benn /
was a neighbor of Harmen Janse Al :
> . ; awyer’s Kif >* Hugh Benn’s Home

Knickerbocker and his sons in the early . .

1700’s. L
\‘\.f'jé.’so
k”/cf(erb;;:“ﬂ oy

(C”Ce Der Lop )

Hugh Benn’s house was described as being Q
north of the Knickerbocker property line, g
along the river, near the spot where the ;§
Livingstons would later build their manor

Harmen Janse’ >
Home

home.
vk Lawrence Knickerbocker’s Farm
. >
(On this map, the boundary of the Burial Ground
Knickerbocker land is approximated by the : \

Tivoli, Dutchess County

diagonal red line.)

We know the general location of Harmen Janse’ house from land surveys.

In 1708, surveyors started at the Hudson and made their way southwest along the property line.
They passed the trail to Harmon Janse’ house near where the property line crossed the creek.

The surveyors said that there were multiple crossings of the creek, which makes sense. We
don’[t know which creek crossing was closest to Harmen Janse, but this still brackets his
location to within a half-mile or so. He was on the south side of the property line, near the

creek.

The Benn family eventually moved across the river to Ulster County. (Marjerie Benn married
Petrus Knickerbocker in 1742. The marriage record showed Marjerie Benn as being born in
Dutchess County, but residing in Kingston, Ulster County. Petrus was born in, and residing in,

Dutchess County.)

As a side note ... at one point in the court records, the Benn family is referred to as being
“Scots”. This fits with statements made on various genealogy sites: Hugh Benn was Scottish.
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John C. Knickerbocker, the son of Cornelius Knickerbocker

John C. Knickerbocker was the only son of Cornelius Knickerbocker.
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John (Johannes) was born on November 12, 1752.

o —— John married Susan Pulver on November 2, 1777.

\7W Gl et ki foe (ke bt (ON the same day, John's sister Jane Knickerbocker married
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There are several church records for John and his wife Susan (Susanna).

As we will show later, Susan’s full name was Susan Christine Pulver. (See the bible entries,
and Andris Knickerbocker’s reminisces, towards the end of this report.)

The 1913 tombstone transcription claimed that Susan Pulver’s first name was Rosina. This was
probably a transcription error. The tombstone is gone, so we can’t be sure.

John Knickerbocker was 25 when he married Susan. This might have been John’s second
marriage. If so, his first wife died shortly after they were married. (There is no record of a first
wife.)

A

g Church records show that Susan Pulver, daughter of Andries
fm L 4,4, %(/« - Pulver and Eva Link, was baptized on September 13, 1761.
Jep /3 v 1

This suggests that Susan was barely 16 when she got married. This would have been very
unusual, but it's supported by the records that we have shown.

The transcription of her tombstone says that she died on June 18, 1825. This is 63 years and 9
months after she was baptized.

According to the 1913 transcription, her tombstone said she was in her 63" year.
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This is a slight inconsistency. Based on the baptism record, she was already 63 when she died,
so she was actually in her 64" year.

In either case, she was very young when she got married.
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John and Susan had a large family, including a son Andris.
Andris knew a lot about Knickerbocker genealogy.
In 1873, when he was 80 years old, Andris Knickerbocker said this about his siblings:

I had five brothers Peter, Cornelius, Andris (myself) Benjamin, Walter, and John. | had
four sisters Eve, Elinor, Christine, Charity who was dumb. Eve married Adam Hoysrodt.
Elinor married James Smith (the laziest man in New York.) Christine married John W.
Mills. All were married in Duchess Co. All of my family are dead except myself.

(The full transcript of his reminisces from 1873 is attached at the end of this report.)

We do not have the original handwritten version of Andris’ reminisces, but most of this
transcription makes sense. One slight exception is that Christine’s husband was John Milius,
not John Mills.

Andris described his brother-in-law James Smith as the laziest man in New York. Andris also
mentioned another brother-in-law, Adam Hiserodt.

According to the above list, John and Susan had six boys and four girls. We believe that there
was at least one more child, who died young.

Baptism records show a “Gertjen” who was baptized in 1786. e s

Then, in 1825, there is a probate record for “Gitty” Knickerbocker, 5’%’% /"éf;ﬁ”%f@y é
with the executors being James Smith and Adam Hiserodt.

This might be an extra child, but it also might be the have been the \wmzn:naa‘g -
dumb (deaf?) girl who Andris called “Charity.” )

Arvetnn 1825

There may have been a son named Samuel who died very young, possibly aged 9 months. His
tombstone, in the Knickerbocker Burial Ground, was discussed earlier.
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The Pulver Family

The Pulver family had a large presence in Pine Plains. There is still an area known as Pulver’s
Corner, east of the Burial Ground.

The Pulvers may have been part of the Palatine group that originated in Germany. The
Palatine people became refugees. In the early 1700’s some of the Palatines wound up in
camps along the Hudson.

If the published histories are correct, amon s
several of the Pulvers migrated from East
Camp (Germantown, Columbia County)
to the area that became known as

Lawrence

Cornelius Benjamin Sr.

Pulver’s Corners. m Eleanor Ben m. Alletica Halenbeck
Cornellius and Benjamin KniCkerbOCker John C. Knickerbocker  Jane Knickerbocker Benjamin Jr.
were just west of Pulver's Corners. 1753-1816 1755 - 1753-1826
m Susan Pulver mJohn Pulver m1 Catharine Teefer
1761-1825 1755 - 1765-1797

There were three marriages between the
Knickerbocker and Pulver families.

Henry Knickerbocker
1795-1861
m Lydia Pulver
1795-1861

We will briefly mention one more marriage between the Pulvers and Knickerbockers. This one is not
part of our main story line.

William Knickerbocker, Rebecca [Pulver] Knickerbocker, and their infant daughter Ida are buried in the
Evergreen cemetery in the village of Pine Plains. (Evergreen is 3 miles from the Knickerbocker Burial
Ground.) We believe that William Knickerbocker was descended from Lawrence’s son John. John’s line
was concentrated in north-western Connecticut, near the Massachusetts state line.

The story of how William Knickerbocker wound up in Evergreen Cemetery appears to hinge on the
movements of Rebecca’s father, Henry. Henry Pulver of Ancram, Columbia County had a large family. It
is easy to trace their movements thanks to a son with a unique name: Zebelin Marvin Pulver.

Henry Pulver and his family left Ancram in the mid 1840’s and *
moved about 20 miles east, to Sheffield, Berkshire County, e
Massachusetts. In the 1850 census in Massachusetts, the Elizabeth MarvinX
family included their daughter, Rebecca Pulver. By 1855, the 1797-1868
Pulvers were back in Ancram, minus their daughter Rebecca.

Rebecca Pulver married William Knickerbocker sometime

around 1852 Rebecca Pulver Y Zebulin Marvin Pulver &
1828-1870 1840-1876
. . m William Knickerbocker A
William and Rebecca moved to Connecticut, where they later 1828-1876
died. Their bodies were brought to the village of Pine Plains.
William and Rebecca’s only connection to the village of Pine Ida Knickerbocker
Plains appears to be that her parents were buried there. 1859-1864
Elizabeth Knickerbocker
1857-1890

= Buried in Evergreen Cemetery
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Andris Knickerbocker, son of John Knickerbocker and Susan Pulver

Andris Knickerbocker is the hero of this genealogical story. He left an
extensive trail of records.

In tracing Andris’ descendants, it is important to notice that this man never
called himself “Andrew.” His name was “Andris.” We will say more about
that in the next section.

Added by Donna Ruhland Bonning

Tracing Andris’ children is very easy. We will only give a few highlights here. Details can be
found in numerous family trees on Ancestry or any other genealogy site.

In January1873, when he was 80 years old, Andris Knickerbocker said this about his family:

My name is Andris Knickerbocker. | reside in Oakfield. Genesee County, NY. | am
80 years old. Oct. 2 was my birthday. | was born in the town of North East, now Pine
Plains, Dutchess County. | came to Genesee County on May 24 1824, having started
from Dutchess Co. on May 10, 1824.

| have 11 children now alive, 5 sons and 6 daughters namely Henry, Tammia, Fanny,
Walter, Esther, Susan, Andria, Julia, Margaret, John W. and James B. in the rotation of
their respective births. The first four were born in Dutchess Co. Pine Plains. The others
were born in Elba, Genesee Co.

Andris died on April 12, 1873. His death was mentioned in the Buffalo Daily Courier.
Andris left a detailed will, which is available on Ancestry.

Even more useful was the probate notice that was issued after his death.

Th|S I|Sted hlS SOHS, the %ul&)ﬁu(wfu[n y»-/;t%‘mw’ Zx'a n(m’lf aﬂj@t‘l‘\ gmuu 0“‘9 o A/)w#»é
married names of his va_ ‘g:‘i/,(,,[ e e v il i Ll il |
daughters, and a" Of thelr s J{‘M(w wj s M st AR SR s JM S o, &u«uu. C"M.‘y' /“.’u%‘”)...m
A my Kors nl;dgu‘ e 8:\-\ Jumo Mu‘? g o P Tl
locations. 9 .
o JGA-JW@A‘[MD - jlh’ Jmu AT R )
i, S e
o construct 3 tree of Xndrig’/ oglm 3“54,4,4.‘/#} S %é{,..o i (S — P—
descendants AQ‘E?MJ:. Q/\wl s J,..;/n Mand s Cutllnus th} iR
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In his reminisces in 1873, Andris never mentioned his wife.

We know from other records that Andris was married to Margaret Hiserodt. For example, her
name was given on the death certificate of Andris, Junior, who died in 1921 in Michigan.

Henry Knickerbocker was born in Pine Pliins, | 5ome gdditional information can be found in the 1879 History
Dutchess Co., N. Y., Aug. 24, 1815. He was the T
of Genesee County, Michigan.

son of Andrus and Margaret (Heisrodt) Knicker-
bocker, who had a family of eleven children,—five
boys and six girls. The elder Knickerbocker was (AS we said: this fam”y is easy to trace)
a native of Columbia Co., N. Y., where he was born

in 1792. He followed the calling of  farmer. He ' Thjs Michigan book mentions that Andris served in the war of
served in the war of 1812 as a private soldier. After 1812

the war he returned to the farm, and in 1825 re-
moved with his family to Genesee County, where
he died in 1873, in the ecighty-second year of his

age.

Here are brief details for the 11 children of Andris Knickerbocker. We have added the locations
of the Knickerbocker men for the 1850 census.

Henry (1815-1874) spent his adult life in Genesee County, Michigan. He married Sarah Morrow
and had two children: Margaret [Webster] and Andris. (Henry Knickerbocker was
still in Oakfield, Genesee County, NY, for the 1850 census.)

Tamma (1820-1893) married William E. Pettis and moved to Medina, Orleans County, NY.
Fanny (1822-1894) married William Heal an