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This study was sparked by a question from a distant cousin: Who was Seymour Edward
Knickerbocker (humber 14 in the treee below) who died in Cortland County, New York in 1958?

This question turned out to be more complicated than | had originally thought.

This report discusses Seymour Edward Knickerbocker’s ancestors in Fort Edward, New York, .
and also discusses families with the surnames Wallace, Willer, LaValley, and DeGraff.

We will not cover every single Knickerbocker who ever lived in Fort Edward. Instead, we will
focus on Seymour’s grandfather, Charles Knickerbocker (1852-1901).

Many of the people discussed here had chaotic lives. This story includes alcoholism, divorces,
assaults, arrests, a lawsuit for wrongful death, and a house of ill repute.

In the end, this story won't affect too many readers. It appears that there are relatively few living
descendants of these lines. However, it was fun putting these puzzle pieces together.

Shown below is a partial family tree. These are the Knickerbockers who will be discussed, one
at a time. The stories of the Wallaces and other families are woven in at appropriate times.

Key Knickerbockers
Note: This is only a partial family tree. Many children are not shown.

1 Seymour Knickerbocker
1822-1904

m Jane

2 Hiram 3 Fred 4 Charles Knickerbocker 5 George
1848-1920 1850- 1852-1901 1869 -
m Harriet m Dora Durkee
1st wife of Charles 2nd wife of Charles
Sarah Willer Luella Baker
6 1861-1930 1861-
[ | | |
8 William 9 Charles 10 Josephine KLickerbocker 11 Seymour 12 Jennie 13 Abbie
1874-1945 1877- 1879-1931 1881-1892 1884-1917 1886-
m Gertrude no wife m Joseph LaValley drowned m Carl Ritter m Frank Dragon

1895-1958 1897-1947 were stepchildren of

14 seymour "Knickerbocker" 15 William H. "Knickerbocker" Seymour and William
m Dora Wallace m Grace McFadden Joseph LaValley
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To start, we have to know where he was born.
Seymour’s draft registration, from 1942, showed

his birth location as being Fort Edward, New :
York. g8 Form

So far, so good.

However, there were several Knickerbockers in Fort Edward. For example, here is an excerpt
from a directory for Fort Edward in 1902.

Knickerbockers in the Fort Edward Directory in 1902
Knickerbocker Charles Jr. bds 23 Seminary

Knickerbocker Frederick T. lal-’r:rg bds S'T“E("n' Who were all these people, and how did they
Knickerbocker James, laborer, iver nr Tefft's lane
K::ckzﬂmk:r Jennie, em Hotel Hudson relate to Seym0ur?

Knickerbocker Josephine. em 46 Mechanic
Knickerbocker Luella, widow of Charles, h River
Knickerbocker Sarah Mrs. h 23 Seminary

Knickerbocker Seymour, teamster, h 81 McCrea
Knickerbocker William H. laborer. h Seminary nr \ alle\

The street addresses shown in the 1902 directory are interesting. The Knickerbockers all lived
in a tiny corner of Fort Edward.

This part of Fort Edward is next to the “The Point” Area of Fort Edward, NY

Hudson River, and used to be known as
The Point.

Many residents of The Point worked at
the nearby paper mills, which are still
visible in this satellite photograph.

The red star in this graphic is the center
of the events discussed later. Charles
Knickerbocker (person 4) lived near the
intersection of Oak and McRea streets.
So did his in-laws, the Willer family.

Approximate Location of Charles Knickerbocker’s House.
(The Willer “disreputable house” was nearby.)




A Warning about Last Names

The story of the Knickerbockers in Fort Edward involves many divorces and remarriages. There
were also a few illegitimate children. Thus, many people had more than one last name.

We will use a woman named Myra McDonald as an example. Myra’s mother was Luella Baker,
who is person number 7 in our story. It takes many different historic records to even begin to
understand the name changes for Myra McDonald and her mother.

1892 Myra McDonald was living with her parents,
Jamson and Luella McDonald.

THE MORNING STAR |
TUENDAY, JULY 1, (1893)

1893 Miss Luella Baker (7) married Charles Knickerbocker (4). She was also W R
known as Mrs. Luella McDonald, the ex-wife of Jamson McDonald. s Ko ' iard,

Charles Knickerbocker, of Fort
were united 1 marriage in th
last Saturday by Rev. C, E. Gree
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1910 Myra Knickerbocker was the daughter of Luella Knickerbocker, i’ Tl s;:“' i/wa/
who was a widow. = I
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1911 Myra McDonald married Frank
Bartholomew. Her parents were Jamson
McDonald and Luella Baker.

oo g - 192
1915 After a divorce (?), Myra went back to using “McDonald” and pocd M;’?”%m - -'?
once again lived with her mother, now called Luella Johnson. W741 e _‘:;’, .';,;,)j,,“f
S Lodsoyl s s |.lull®
1940 In April of 1940, Myra Whaley was ,_ uhimd. ’ Wad |04 fia]
living with her husband. m® fwips [ eIy 3
Survivors include her husband;
] ) TIMES RECORD, TROY, N. Y.,  two stepsons, Edgar and Judson
1940  In July of 1940, Myra Whaley’s obituary listed ‘ Sngiace, Mow. Wilbar, Looas. o€

her siblings, including her brother, Warren i 8] Hartford City, Ind, and Mrs, Jos-

. eph Bristol of Fort Miller; one
McDonald, and her half-brothers, Hiram and Funeral of Mrs. Whaley. brother, Warren McDonald, Fort
Clossen Knickerbocker.

Funeral services for Mrs, Myra || Edward; two halfbrothers, Hiram
M. Whaley, 56, who died Thursday | | and Closson Knickerbocker of Fort
at her home in Fort Edward, were | | Edward; three halfsisters, Mrs.
conducted at 2:30 p.m, Sunday || Howard Bombard of Hudson Falls;
from St. James' Episcopal Church, | | Mrs, Stanley Tepouliski of Platts-
Fort Edward. Rev. J. Hugh Hoop- | | burg, and Mrs, Carl Bradley of
er, rector, officiated. Interment || Portland, Ore, and several nieces
| was in Unlon C_ometc_ry. X and nephews.

Thus, Myra cycled through six last names (McDonald, Knickerbocker, McDonald again, Bartholomew,
McDonald again, and then Whaley.) Her mother Luella cycled through five last names (Baker, McDonald,
Baker again, Knickerbocker, and then Johnson.)

Multiple last names are one of the challenges when researching the Knickerbockers of Fort Edward.




We will now go through the main players in this story, one at a time. We will use the partial
Knickerbocker tree as a discussion guide.

1. Seymour Knickerbocker (b 1822)

Seymour Knickerbocker moved to Fort Edward in about 1872. Seymour had been living in
Warrensburg, about 30 miles to the north.

Seymour spent many years living on The Point in Fort Edward, working various jobs. In the
1900 census, Seymour, age 80, was living at 81 McRea Street. Thus, Seymour was one of the
people in the 1902 directory.

Seymour was the patriarch of the Knickerbockers in this story.
SN O oy .
w i Do We don’t know much about Seymour’s life, but he apparently went
' ¢ %, 1, .. . through some hard times. He imprisoned for theft in 1855 (then
pardoned in 1856).

Whatever issues caused Seymour to wind up in jail, he didn’'t seem to
pass along any “evil ways” to most of his children.

Unfortunately, though, Seymour’s son Charles seemed to more than
his share of problems. They are discussed later.

2. Hiram C. Knickerbocker, the brother of Charles

Hiram was the oldest son of Seymour. Hiram apparently stayed in Warrensburg when his father
and younger siblings moved to Fort Edward.

Hiram does not have a large role in the Fort Edward story.

However, Hiram’s name was mentioned in an obituary of one of his nephews. This helps us
connect his nephew into the larger family. The obituary will be shown later.

3. Fred Knickerbocker

Fred Knickerbocker was the son of Seymour. (He was a different person than Fred Newell, who
was mistakenly called “Knickerbocker” in the 1880 census.)



4. Charles Knickerbocker

Charles Knickerbocker, the son of Seymour, was at the center of the chaos within the
Knickerbocker family in Fort Edward.

Charles Knickerbocker led a complicated life. Charles may have been an alcoholic. For
example, he was jailed for public intoxication at least once, and died when he fell off an
embankment while drunk.

(1887)

THE DAILY TIMES. Charles was once arrested for hitting his first wife, Sarah.

THURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 13.

Wife Beaters at Fort Bdward.
Charles Knickerbocker of Fort Edward
was srrested Tuesday for hiting his wife
on the head with s meat platter, The case
was seltled by Knickerbocker paying the

COSLs.

GLENS FALLS TIMES.

JUNE '13.
(1887)
Charles did not get along with his sister in law, Laura Willer. “.: Assaulted :;e;-rl-msr---:;n:.
. . . t st t

Charles and Laura were involved in several accusations of At O Dakttoia o Hott WEERT
assault. the arrest of the notérious Laura Miller of

that village. The woman s charged with
asssuliog her brother wo~law, OCbarles
. : : “ : ” . Knlckerbocker, with a stone. She"will be
N_otlce that Lal_Jra Wllle_zr was described as "notorious. We will arrested by Ofoer Ryan todly and Sde
discuss the Willer family in the next section. ¥ answer for the offeuse Lefore Bascom.
The womsn Is said to bear an unsavory
reputation. -She fs & graduste of the Al-
Dbany penitentiary sod 1he Satem jail, and
has been concerned ia meay crooked
transactions,

Charles and his first wife, Sarah, had 6 children together. The children will be mentioned later.

Charles divorced his first wife, Sarah, in about 1890. He then married his second wife, Luella
Baker McDonald.

Luella and Charles had 4 children together. The children will be mentioned later.



Shown here is one of the
newspaper stories about the death
of Charles Knickerbocker.

Charles fell to his death, while
drunk.

This wasn’t an obituary, in the
traditional sense. The story is
focused on the unusual
circumstances of Charles’ death.

It appears that the person who
wrote this newspaper story was not
a close relative or a near neighbor.

6LENS FALLS MORNING STAR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1901.

Body of Churles Knlekerboeker Found
Near the Polut at Yort Edward,

The body of Charles Knlckerbocker,
1 well krzown resideut of Fort Edward,
was found in the river near Desd
Muan's polot by Joseph Cshee aod
Jumes Whalen, rivermen, between
cleven nnd twelve o'clock yesterday.
e body lay face dowunward scross
sowe logs at the fost of the clitl, his
head sud army io the water. Thesup-
position = that he walked ofl the clift,
wh'e's Is sbout seveuty-live feet high
His shull was fractured scd face
brulsed, Koicketborker was about
the streets during Mouoday night, sand
was known to have started for howe

shostly before midoight, He lived on
River street, a few hundred feet from
the place where he et his death, He
probably wandered past his house sod
lost bils wa¥.- He wis forty-uloe years
of age, and leaves a wife and six c¢hll-
drén. Me i« also survived by four
brother«, James, - Beymour aud Fred,
of Fort Edward, snd Hiram, of War
reosburg A sister, M, Plumb, of
Balton, is liviug., The faveral wil be
held from the house this afternoon at
two  o'vlock.  Corouer Pattee took
charge of the care, sud after invest-
pating decided thst death was nelr-
dental, A

(The story ignored Charles’ 1st wife, Sarah, who lived about 2 blocks away. The story also
ignored Charles’ 80 year old father, Seymour, who also lived nearby. Instead, the story refers to
Seymour as being one of Charles’ brothers. Nobody who lived nearby, and knew the family,

would have mistaken an 80 year old man for the brother of Charles.)

5. George Knickerbocker, the brother of Charles

Charles Knickerbocker had a brother named George who born about 1869. George is hard to
trace after 1880. However, he is probably the George Knickerbocker mentioned in a court

record that is discussed later.




6. Sarah Willer, the first wife of Charles Knickerbocker

Now we come to the most colorful part of this story. It hinges around the family of Sarah (Willer)
Knickerbocker.

Sarah (Willer) Knickerbocker led an extremely complex life.

Shown here is the listing for the family of Charles and Sarah Knickerbocker, as of the 1880
census:

1880 Census (Fort Edward)

wer e VIR R ) 0(:71(,:44/
l/l;/ﬂxé/fﬂllr,l%y W27 Knickerbocker Charles
Dl 722 1{07/&’(:/ Sarah Wife
Chredrick. 7 . /03 /o, Frederick  Son
L a1 1. c/;wu William  Son
Had W n2 298| Charles Son
L Pty 72 Dyl

The person named Fred was called “son.” It should say “stepson.” This was Fred Newell, who
may have been an illegitimate child, as such things used to be called. Fred Newell shows up in
many census records and newspaper stories. During his adult life, Fred always called himself
“Newell” instead of “Knickerbocker.”

Partners / Spouses of Sarah Willer

1. Relationship with an unidenfied man named Newell in about 1870
Child:
Fred Newell (1870-1949) m Mary Sennett

Here is a list of all of Sarah’s children:
2. Marriage to Charles Knickerbocker (1852-1901); married about 1876

Children:
William Henry Knickerbocker (1874-1945) m Gertrude (mnu)
Charles Knickerbocker (1877-) never married??
Josephine Knickerbocker (1879-1931) m Joseph LaValley
Seymour Knickerbocker (1881-1892) never married
Jennie Knickerbocker (1884-1917) m Carl Ritter
Abbie Knickerbocker (1886-) m Frank Dragon

TROY TIMES, TROY, N. Y,
SEPTEMBER 27, 1930.

Mrs. Sarah Knickerbocker, 85

%3:.’:.,,31:’.;. . me:on:“:.l::.aml of| Shown here is Sarah’s obituary, which mentions her sisters Mrs.
unty, H i

at the home of her sistes, M| Laura Robbins and Mrs. Jennie Ross.

Laura Robbins, 30 Seminary Street,

Fort Edward. She is survived by

Ano!

Jusephine La Valley end Mrs,
Frank Dragon, both of Fort Ed-
ward, and three sons, Fred Newell
and Charles Knickerbocker of Fort
Edward, and Willlam Knicker-
bocker of Glens Falls. Other sur-
vivors include 11 grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren.



William Willer (1854-1917), brother of Sarah (Willer) Knickerbocker

Sarah Knickerbocker had a brother named William Willer. William and his daughter Irene are
one of the clues that help prove the connection between the Knickerbockers and Willers.

William Willer's wife Ellen died in Connecticut in 1909. Her Bridgeport Goening Sormer.
obituary mentioned William and their daughter, Irene. ERIDGEFORT, CONN, THURSDAY, MARCE 1, 190
= .| Ellen L. wife of William Wilier, dled

TIMES, TROY, N. Y., SEPTEMBER 28 1917, Jast night at her home, 799 Hallett

street, after a long and painful lliness
with cancer. The deceased was well
known in East Bridgeport, where she
bad resided for a number of years
Besides her husband she Is survived
by a daughter, Irene; a sister, Mrs,
Burton Hawes of Boston, and her par-
ents, residents of Arlington, Vt. The
mllnl will be taken to Arlington for

Run Over by Freight Car.
Willlam HH. Willer, aged sixty.three
years, an employee of The International
Paper Company at Fort Edward, was In-
stantly killed by being run over by A
freight car in the paper mill yards about
§'9 o'clogk Tueaday night wul-\vI was .v\l-
awged a8 A coal passer and was In & coa
:';A-"nhovaﬂnl conl through the bottom

Vas backed nto ;;"h:':{.h'.;..t".;’_".n,p':.'m-:g: William Willer died in Fort Edward in

was thrown throug e O ng, 8- . . . . . . .

Py s e anrearoid asogn: | of 1917. His obituary mentioned his sisters, including Mrs. Sarah
Knickerbocker and Laura Robbins. William’s daughter Irene was

ter, Irene Willer of Fort Edward, and
also mentioned.

M Al e . o

Bawra m-hn e =

sters, Mrs, Jennle Ross of Arling-
{::.r -\"L. Mrs, Orrin Newton, Mra,
Lanras Hobbins and Mrs. Sarah Knicker-
bocker of Fort Kdward.
—p

A e Bk Mata T2

We know from an 1886 Fort Edward directory that a 1886

woman named Sarah Willer was listed as being the = FORT EDWARD

widow of James. She was living with Laura Willer — — —

near the comner of Oak and McRea streets. Thiswas | /% e gl g g Y
Sarah Willer senior, the mother of Sarah Willer

Knickerbocker.

Given this partial family information, and census records, we can assemble a tree for the Willer
family:

Willer Family Tree

Note: This is only a partial family tree.

James Willer
1830-

m Sarah (maiden name unknown)

Sarah Virginia William Ida Laura George
1851-1930 1853-1933 1854-1917 1863- 1864- 1865-
partner of ? Newell m John Ross m Ellen (mnu) partner of ? Chapman
m Charles Knickerbocker | m Isaac Brown
| m unknown Robbins
Children: Children:
Fred Newell Irene Willer Children:
(1870-1949) (1904-) Harry Chapman
William Henry Knickerbocker (1880-1950)

(1874-1945)
Charles Knickerbocker
(1877-)
Josephine Knickerbocker
1879-1931
Seymour Knickerbocker
1881-1892
Jennie Knickerbocker
1884-1917
Abbie Knickerbocker
1886-



The Willer family of Fort Edward was described as “notorious” in several newspaper articles.
This was because Laura Weller and her mother ran a “disorderly house.” Today we would call
this a house of ill repute.

Laura Willer and her mother were arrested several times. Most newspaper stories were vague
regarding why the Willer women were called “notorious.”

The following story, from 1886, provides some details about the Willer's house of ill repute.

Glens Falls Daily Times, June 16, 1886

THE NOTORIOUS WILLERS,

The Willer women, Sarah and Laura,
mother and daughter, were next placed
upon trisl,charged with keeping a disorder-

" | ly bouse. A. H. Fursman, of Sandy Hill,

was assigned to defend the prisoners. The
first witoess was_in color as dark as the
case 1s in charscter. Thomas Jackson
testified that he had visited the Willer
bouse once for an improper purpose, and
John Coulin, of Fort Ann, also swore that
he bad been a frequent visitor there. e

' | also gave the names of several young men

who occasionally visited the house, Con-
lin sdmitted on cross examination that he
had been in jail and tried for burglary,
The witness swore that the whisky he stole

| at the time he committed a burglary was

taken to the Wiiller bhouse and

drank Ly the women, They told
him to sleal it. The younger Wil
ler woman had been at Tinoey's place
during the afternoon and turned a button
80 that the window could be raised and al-
low him te get into the saloon sod get the
liguor, which he did. He bad never com-
mitted any crime uutil he got to keeping
company with the woman. Joseph La Far
followed, testifying that he had been iati-
mate with the young Willer woman, She
has a child and never was married, to his
knowledge. Two more witnesses, Zac-
cheus Howe and George Knickerbocker,
were examined, thelr testimony being of
the same character as that previously
elicited. At 6 o'clock court adjourned to
9 this morning.

—The Willer women are iwo ol the
worst looking characters that eye ever
rested upoo: The marks of sin and in-
iquity are 8o visible in their countenances
thnt it Is painful 1o look upon them aund
reallzo to what a depth of dexradation
woman can fsll. If young girls who are
tempted 1o enter a career of sia could luok
upon these miserable spec mens of human—
ity they would panse before compromising
their good name. The younger of the trio
is accompanied fu court by s bright-look-
ing boy about 7 years old, who should be
taken from hers by the authorities and
placed in charge of some one who would
give Lhim a Christian home.

Laura Willer's son, referred to in this newspaper article, was Harry Chapman. Harry’s birth
father might have been Hiram Chapman.

After multiple legal problems, Laura Willer left town in around 1890.

She apparently lived for a brief time in Arlington, Vermont, which is
about 30 miles southeast of Fort Edward.

Laura was married multiple times, and later returned to Fort Edward.

North White Creek, New York

HE COUNTY POST

— ) e .
- =

vm»n.'nm 9, 1801,

e —

S T

Fort Edward
" —lmw Brown of West Arlington, Vt.,
sid Laura Willer of Bandgate, Vi, were
aulfed Ta the Toly Tonds of matrimony
st -Hatusdng-avoaing Sy Rew We W,
Cox, at the Methodist parsonage. Miss
Willer was formerly s residout of thix
place.

Sarah Knickerbocker and Laura Willer obviously had a close relationship. (As already shown,
Sarah died at the home of her sister, Laura.)

There is no evidence that Sarah Knickerbocker was ever involved in the Willer family’s
“disorderly” business.

However, the stories about the Willer family give us some sense about the family environment
when Sarah (Willer) Knickerbocker was growing up, and when Sarah was trying to raise her
own family.



7. Luella Baker, the second wife of Charles Knickerbocker

Luella Baker was the second wife of Charles Knickerbocker. In the 1900 census, Charles and
Luella were at 34 River Street.

We don’t know much about Luella’s personality. She was rarely mentioned much in local paper,
either positively or negatively.

Luella Baker was married three times. Husbands and Children of Luella Baker

1. James McDonald (1859- ); married about 1876
When Luella married Charles Knickerbocker, Children who briefly lived with Charles Knickerbocker:
she was described as Miss Luella Baker even Myra McDonald (1883-1940); multiple marriages

. Warren McDonald (1885-1944) m Daisy Prosser
though she had had already been married to

James McDonald. 2. Charles Knickerbocker (1852-1901); married in 1893

Children:
Georgiana (1894-) m1 David Larner; m2 Stanley Peplowski
Later, when Luella married her third husband, Alice (1897-1987) m Howard Mosher
she was called Luella Knickerbocker in the Hiram (1899-1967) m1 Ethel Uhrig; m2Ida (mnu)

marriage record. Clossen (1901-1965) m Anna Burns

3. Alfred Johnson (1859-); married in 1913
No children

GLENS FALLS MORNING STAR,
FRIDAY, JULY 26, 1901

One newspaper story about Luella is interesting. After

e Charles died, Luella sued the hotel owner for selling liquor
CLAIMY 85,000 DAMAGEY, to Charles.

A Fort Edwaad Widowsuesa Holel Keeper
Under Clyit Damage dcet,

Mrs. Luella Kufckerbocker, of Fort
Edward, haws brgught an actionin the
rupreme ¢ourt  sgalust  Stephen ) ’
Shechan,, proprietor of the Unlen Perhaps Luella did not have Charles’s love of alcohol.
hotel in that village, for §5.000 dam-
nges, The action Is brought uuder the
civil damage stet, Her husband,Charles
Koickerbocker, fell oft Dead Man's!
pomnt, lu Fort, Edward, ‘on the night
of Juve 17, and was killed, He was
intoxicated nud it in alleged ‘that he
hought his lliquorat the Ualon hiotel,

Luella apparently thought she was in position to complain
about someone selling alcohol to her husband.

10



8. William Knickerbocker, the son of Charles

William Knickerbocker (1874-1945) was the son of Charles and TIRNS: SNty BT

Sarah Willer. William apparently never had any children. However, SN 15 B8

his obituary is useful to our story. Wikkar 1ne ackiatian_
Henty Knickerbocker, 15 Warren

The obituary confirms that Fred Newell was a half-brother. BURely RUEINE TR A £ e

tomortow at 2 pm. tom the Potter
Funeral Home Giens Falls Rev:!

. . . e . Walter J.  Benedit pastor  of
This obituary also confirms that William Knickerbocker (our person Chrisi Methodist Chiich of Glens
number 7) had nephews named Seymour and William l{',f“,',-, N oiiate ,.;j;;;“'(’?.‘.’,,','.inl‘,'\‘,'l

1 M Knickerbocker 1< survived by
Knickerbocker (persons number 15 and 17). Fotlii Ot ALl Ll |<n.f-k..‘.|

hocker nne nrothir Charles

. . . - . Knickerbockes of Hudason Falls
This obituary also mentions Irene Willier, and thus confirms the n_nr,' helEbEatheE, Fiadh Mewsll. af
connection between the Knickerbocker and Willer families. Fer Edeanis” one -sater Moz

lt'\n nephews Seymaur and William
. . - . | Knickethocker  of Fort Fdward
(Irene lived with William and Gertrude Knickerbocker for several one cousmin. Mics frene Weller of

Hudson Falls

years. It appears that William may have been appointed the
guardian of Irene, after her father died.)

9. Charles Knickerbocker, Junior

Charles Junior was the son of Charles Senior and Sarah Weller. He lived with his mother for
many years, and later lived with his brother William. Charles Junior apparently never married.

11



10. Josephine Knickerbocker

Josephine Knickerbocker was the daughter of Charles Knickerbocker and Sarah Willer.

During Josephine’s early years, the household included her half-brother Fred Newell. (Fred was
Sarah’s son from an earlier, apparently illicit, relationship.)

Josephine was about 7 or 8 when her father assaulted her mother, and during the court cases
involving the Willer's house of ill repute.

Marriage Date: 9 Aug 1905

were ronca oo | JOSEPh LaValley married Josephine Knickerbocker on August 9, 1905,

Certificate Number: 16400

st tamn when Josephine was about 25 years old.
Josephine Knickerbocker
. . 1910 Census (Fort Edward)

The 1910 census was the first to capture the family of
. — A et nd) o] 4 Doyt NIV ) SF) S ) o
Joseph and Josephine. 7 57‘//..4 / / AP by sy
o . et e
At this point, they had been married for 5 years. £ 1-'-'4’« " s Wl encnr Y Hrs
T M by P,
Seymour and Willigm Knicke-rbocker, ages 15 and 12, La Valley Joseph Head 36
were shown as being stepchildren of Joseph. Josephine  Wife 30
Knickerbocker ~ Seymour Stepson 15
\\/illinm Stencnn 12

Joseph and Josephine later had two children together.

LaValley Family Tree
Joseph LaValley
1874-1933
m Josephine Knickerbocker
Joseph's stepchildren Joseph's children
Seymour "Knickerbocker" William "Knickerbocker" Dorthoty LaValley Margerie LaValley
1895-1957 1897-1947 1912- 1918-1989

m Dora Ethyl Wallace m Grace McFadden m James A. Wallace Jr. m Lee Edward Wallace

The two stepchildren, Seymour and William Knickerbocker, will be discussed later.

12



11. Seymour Knickerbocker (b 1881), the son of Charles

Charles Knickerbocker and Sarah Weller had a son named Seymour.

Seymour was living with his mother, Sarah, in the New York State
census in the summer of 1892. This was Seymour’s only appearance in
the census. (The 1890 federal census records were lost in a fire.)

On Christmas Eve of 1892, Seymour fell through the ice while skating on
the Hudson River.

Seymour’s body wasn’t found until May of 1893.
This was the little brother of Josephine Knickerbocker. His death, under
such unfortunate circumstances, might be why Josephine named her first

son “Seymour.”

(There is a mistake on Findagrave. Without showing any documentation,
Findagrave claims that Seymour was a 1 year old when he died. Findagrave is
wrong.)

12. Jennie Knickerbocker

Jennie Knickerbocker was the daughter of Charles and Sarah.

THE NEWS.|

J. M. SOMERVILLE, Proprictor, \

Ratered st the Post-OfMce at Warrensburgh
as second-class mail matter

THURSDAY, MAY 18, 1803,
The River Casis Up it Dead,
The body of Seymour Knickerbocker,

who was drowned while skating on the ||

river at Fort Edward December 24,

1182, was found Monday by Arthur|!
Bennett, who was rowing around the |

‘I~|:|lll| near the village and saw the
| body lodged against a tree near the
head of the island, on the Moreau side,
He at onee notified the coroner, who
(ordered the remains taken to an un-
dertaker’s rooms.  Interment was made
in the eveming. The body was badly

diver from New York searched several

short time after the accident, but was
unable to discover any trace of it. It
evidently came to the surface during
tne recent freshet and was carried over
the dam to the place where it was
found. The boy was a nephew of
Hirom C. Knickerbocker, of this place.

Jennie married Carl Ritter in December, 1911. The wedding was at the home of her sister, Mrs.

Frank Dragon.

Jennie died relatively young, in 1917, at the home of her mother Sarah. Her cause of death is

not known.

Jennie’s only role in this story is that she showed up in the 1902 directory that was shown

earlier.

13. Abbie Knickerbocker

Alice “Abbie” Knickerbocker was the daughter of Charles and Sarah. She married Frank
Dragon and lived a long life. There is no sign that the various family problems discussed here

had much effect on Abbie.

13

decomposed, and the flesh was copper ||
colored. Tt will be remembered that a |}

days above the dam for the body al,




14. Seymour Edward Knickerbocker (stepson of Joseph LaValley)

1900 Census (Fort Edward)

H2el Y |7 | Sepr 504 0
Tn et Yrplad] S

Seymour Edward Knickerbocker’s first
appearance was in the 1900 census. He was
living in the household headed by his
grandmother, Sarah.

Z\0ok 1571 22|
|7 lace. y210)30|8
S
3

ol I/I?‘/Lf.
b Uz

As already shown, Seymour later lived with his stepfather, Joseph LaValley.

In 1916, Seymour Edward Knickerbocker married Dorothy Wallace.

Dorothy Wallace (wife of Seymour Edward Knickerbocker)

Seymour Knickerbocker’s wife is easy to trace.

Pﬂm A. WALLACE - Dorothy (Wallace) Knickerbocker was the daughter of
- DEAD; FORMER James A. Wallace Sr, who died in 1930.
 PUBLIC OFFICIAL

'
SCHUYLERVILLE, Dee. 12. —
(Special)—James A. Wallace, &

well known resident of this village
| for the past 42 years, died at his
|home on Broad street at §:43

| o'clock last night following an {1} | ®

| ness over & period of two years.
Mr. Wallace was born in  New

at different times and was a
staunch Repsblican. He served as
village collector, tawn collector
|and school collector. For some
time he conducted & newarcom in
this village & number of years ago
and also & grocery store at the
corner of Broad and Perry str
Until his fliness he was & clerk in
the office of the Stiles Quarry In
Washington county.
| Mr. Waliace had been & member
|of the Royal Arcanum, the Odd
Fellows and the Knights of tbe
Maccabees

Besides his widow, two sons, Ed-
ward L. Wallace of Corena, L. L
and Jumes A Wallace, Jr, of the
same place; and three daughters
Mra. d of

T LT

e

..

anbtm e

Cortland, N. Y, Mrs. Charlotte

(and &
| of New York city.

| The funeral arrangements have
| not been completed.

| —— i

!

Here is a partial family tree for the
Wallaces. Three spouses are

B A

The obituary mentions a daughter, Mrs. Seymour
Knickerbocker of Cortland.

Wallace Family Tree

Note: This is only a partial family tree.

James A. Wallace Sr.
1860-1930
m Nellie Naylor

Edward L. Wallace Dora Ethyl Wallace James A. Wallace Jr.
highlighted: Seymour 1891- 1896-1957 1907-1940
m Eva Coventry m Seymour Knickerbocker m Dorthoty LaValley

Knickerbocker, Dorothy LaValley,
and Marjorie LaValley.

These spouses of the Wallaces are
easily confirmed.

Lee Edward Wallace
1913-2003
m Margerie LaValley

All three of these spouses were children or stepchildren of Joseph LaValley and his wife
Josephine Knickerbocker. There was obviously a strong connection between the Wallace and

14



LaValley families. Seymour and Dora were matrried first. Their marriage may have sparked
enough family interactions to lead to the other marriages.

The Marriage License of Seymour Edward Knickerbocker

Seymour Knickerbocker was married on October 28, 1916. Here is the marriage license. This
was presumably filled out by a county clerk, based on information provided by Seymour and his

fiance, Dorothy:

.60 mcco¢b of g'lia/z,z,iageo, .
3796 ot R FOR THE OROOH_ - = FOR THE BR
a's ‘ b‘_u_;.(ln,oxuk\.h'um&m&xu 0OLON.. ‘\*‘\:\\‘?-,_{ l\\ um . " ‘.D w_.\&.h}
k - ll u\\ {l\k\‘(\.“ FRECOSN - A N ey ) "- \.N\
- - ! n}\d\au-L T W -0 Laa. XX \\“ (AR 1) I ,‘.‘. UA L ST W CL N —
oe ! L—\‘Q X {L\‘J' \lg. WIDOWER } - f ‘1' oo X 'tAJ\'O-JJl -
i \t“:\\\‘(xn:* L\._ “L' © }é ,4} DVORCED —X l.LJux;L/..(._L \L&A&M.J_
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l '\n-x*ax““-u. l&a\\rlu‘\San'%a.n - wweRg 1. l\\&%\_ﬁ_ ‘.“......Q_.!l W2
be l \ S S ! 1\. . BRI
|
xm(\t\.l‘l, (RN mnuwﬂd‘.)_t.\llh. PLACE OF MARNIAGE g}‘cJ {Ll.kun‘ Y OPPeIAL N

- 2&;)\:‘*\, RV - SN

WITRESS a“\ hﬂ'\‘\\_& ‘{n\&m . — “\)\.a...\:’,.,l_(.;.j_’L!\LL\

This shows Edward DeGraff as the biological father of Seymour “Knickerbocker.”

In the Fort Edward vicinity, there is only one “Edward DeGraff” who could have been Seymour’s

father.

Edward DeGraff, the Biological Father of Seymour Edward Knickerbocker

DeGraff Family

Joseph DeGraff
1849-1914
m Ellen Tierney
Charles Edward

1868-1953 1876-1942
wife: Minie Roberts

partner: Josephine Knickerbocker

wife: Katherine Roberts

Children:
Seymour Knickerbocker
1895-1958
Joseph Francis DeGraff
1899-1949
Donald DeGraff
1901-1939

Shown here is a partial tree of the DeGraff family.

Seymour Knickerbocker has been included in this
tree, based on the evidence shown above.

The DeGraff house was on Notre Dame Street,
southeast of the paper mills. The DeGraff house
was about a mile from the various Knickerbocker
houses.

Seymour Edward Knickerbocker was born early
in1895. Edward DeGraff and Josephine
Knickerbocker must have had a fling in about April of
1894, when Edward was about 18, and Josephine
was about 15.
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Troy Times Edward’s DeGraff’s first wife was Kittie Roberts. They were married in
| JANUARY 15, 1899, 1899.

FORT EDWARD.—Miss Kittle Roberts
of Whiteball and Edward D. DeGraff of
Fort Edward were married Monday é¥e-
ning at § o'clock by Rev. W. J. Crimith —
A D TN amA A T DaFamast mant s Mae

Edward DeGraff lived in Fort Edward, on Notre Dame Street, in | _ snﬁi:fﬁ“ﬁ 3, "”F‘J B
the years between about 1900 and 1910. For example, a R oo B Roiodcsoig Brgioms
newspaper article reports on an accident involving Edward’s buined yestesllay while playing with a
son, Francis. Jen Bt

By 1911, Edward and his family were living in Chicago.

::;S,D::Tf \ In the spring of 1911, newspaper stories say that Edward’s wife and
e s children returned from Chicago on a visit to Fort Edward. His wife

; DeGraf!.
e e arl | may have already known she was ill. Catherine (Roberts) DeGraff

ot the homo of bher sister, Mrs | H H H
Charies Deorat ca Buldvin svense died in Fort Edward in the June of 1911.
gaﬂ.?mm character | JANUARY 21, 1014.

leaves a large circle of ”.f;"”‘f“

Edward DeGraft of Chicago is in
town, called by the death of his father,

Joseph DeGraff
AMice Tannia QSmith e ill

Based on newspaper stories, it appears that Edward
DeGraff visited Fort Edward periodically. This must have
been especially true in the years 1911-1914. Edward’s APRIL 10, 1914

two sons apparently lived with their grandfather, in Fort rolrs Biles Delini Will seave 5 mer:
Edward, during those 3 years. T

Francis and Donald DeGraff will g2
to Chiongo to reslde with their f{ather,
Edward DeGraff.

It was years later, in 1916, when Seymour Knickerbocker told the county clerk that his father
was Edward.

We have to take Seymour at his word: his biological father was Edward DeGraff. There is no
other possible explanation for the information on the marriage license.

Later, in 1924, Seymour named his son Edward Seymour Knickerbocker. The name “Edward”

could have been in honor of Dorothy’s brother, Edward Wallace. However, the name “Edward”
could also have been in honor of Seymour’s father.

16



15. William Knickerbocker (stepson of Joseph LaValley)

We have already mentioned Joseph LaValley’s stepson, William Knickerbocker.
The marriage record for William Knickerbocker was hard to find.

In reality, there is no record for a marriage for William under the last name Knickerbocker. Once
again, we have somebody whose last name changed in at least one historic record.

SALEM PRESS
Thursday, February 24, 1994
Since there is no marriage record for William
“Knickerbocker,” we need to search for his wife and work
backwards. Obituary Mrs. Rouse was s formee
EDITH M. ROUSE employee of the St. James
Edith M. Rouse, 89, a former hotel in Fort Edward. She also
- y . resident of Coach road, died enjoyed with her
One of William’s in-laws was easy to trace. b R oL -~ bl
West Granville, after » long Three brothers, William
illness. McFadden, John McFadden
. . . . Services were conducted aid Gerald McF adden, and one
Edith (McFadden) Rouse died in Argyle, New York in 1994, i.::..‘;..:;‘“ L ra.'.?.""'.;...‘..l p
. R— A 'wn Wi i urvivors nclude one
Edith was the daughter of William McFadden and Margaret pastar of m‘mﬁé brother. Rupert Sanford
Langworthy. ﬁ#""’nﬁ“’&:&?,‘f %"E::::

Born in Fort Edward, on made to the Argyle Emergency

Edith (McFadden) Rouse had a sister whose married name
Grace Knickerbocker.

Shown here is the marriage record for == e e ———

FOR THE BRIDE

: 3 :1—1;.» - )Li.éc(/‘(«n

Grace McFadden, the daughter of T e

William McFadden and Margaret
Langworthy of Fort Edward.

The date is obscured here, but shows
up in other records as being October
10, 1916.

The groom’s side of the above image is not very clear. Here is the key section, magnified:

The groom, William, described himself as
“William H K Valley.”

The marriage license was probabily filled out
by a county clerk. The clerk wrote down what
he was told by the bride and groom.

The name “William H K Valley” had to come
from the groom.

This appears to be the only time William “Knickerbocker” identified himself as a “Valley.”
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On his marriage license, William stated that his father as Joseph Valley, and that his mother
was Josephine Knickerbocker.

The math doesn’'t work. William Knickerbocker was born in about 1897. Joseph Valley married
Josephine Knickerbocker in about 1903.

There are two possibilities:
1. Perhaps Joseph and Josephine had a fling, and conceived William, several years before

they were married. They eventually decided that marriage was the “right thing to do.” In
this case, Joseph LaValley really was the birth father of William Knickerbocker.

(on)

2. Perhaps Josephine had a fling with another man, and conceived William. Many years
later William Knickerbocker chose not to acknowledge his biological father, and declared
himself to be William H K Valley, just for a day.

In the end: We might never know the actual biological father of William Knickerbocker.
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Postscript

My ancestors have been in Cortland County New York since the early 1800’s. Thus, | have always been
interested in the history of Cortland County.

Before arriving in Cortland, my Knickerbocker ancestors lived in Connecticut. Thus, | am also interested
in the Knickerbocker families of Connecticut.

The name “Seymour Knickerbocker” js connected to both Cortland New York, and to Connecticut.

“Seymour Knickerbocker” was a very unusual name. | have only ever identified seven men who went by
that name. |t appears that all seven “Seymour Knickerbockers”had roots in Connecticut.

Seven Men named
Seymour Knickerbocker

Generation

1st Harmon Janse "Knickerbocker"
2nd Lawrence
3rd John )
Connecticut
| Knickerbockers

ath Lawrence
5th Samuel
6th SeymourA

b 1795

wife's name unknown

7th Henry Levi SeymourB
b 1811 b 1818 b 1822
m Rachael Swears m Julia Ann Hopkins m Jane Bennet
8th SeymourC Silas Henry Seymour D Charles
b 1840 (b 1843) b 1841 b 1852
never married?  m Eliza Jones m1 Jennie Stanton m1 Sarah Weller

m2 Alice Jane Newton (m2 Luella Baker)

9th SeymourE SeymourF Josephine Knickerbocker
b 1877 b 1881 Edward DeGraff
m Evilina Barss never married |
G
10th Seymour "Knickerbocker" (DeGraff)
b 1895

m Dora Wallace

By a strange coincidence, two of the Seymour Knickerbockers (D and G) spent time in Cortland, New
York

This report discussed the three Seymour Knickerbockers who had ties to Fort Edward (B, F, and G). |
didn’t plan on writing a long report, but | couldn’t resist the complex & colorful nature of this story. Now,
though, I plan to go back to the broader studies.

| do not plan to do any more research related to other Knickerbockers in the Fort Edward area.

Bryan Knickerbocker
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