
Knickerbockers in Amenia, Dutchess Co, NY 
Descendants of Harmanus Knickerbocker (the son of Lawrence) 

Updated 8 Aug 2019. (The table on page 4 has been corrected.) 

Bryan Knickerbocker 

 

This report discusses the Knickerbockers who once resided in Amenia, Dutchess 
County, New York.  These were descendants of Lawrence Knickerbocker of Tivoli. 

Our focus is on the parts of this story that have not been accurately reported by sources 
such as NYGBR, Ancestry, and FamilySearch. 

 

Overview 

Most Knickerbockers who are alive 
today are descended from Lawrence 
Knickerbocker (1684-1766), who died 
in Tivoli, New York.  

The reason that so many of us are 
descended from Lawrence is that he 
had five sons, and each of the five 
sons then had sons of their own. 

This report will briefly mention all five of 
Lawrenceôs sons. 

 

 

Most of this report is focused on 
Lawrenceôs son Harmanus 
Knickerbocker of Amenia, New York. 

Harmanus had 4 sons.  This report 
discusses each of these four sons in 
great detail.   

 

 

 

Notice that this tree includes only two men named Harmanus Knickerbocker (Harmanus, 
born in 1712, and Harmanus Junior, born in 1761.)  This is a critical detail. 

 

Shown below, in green, are the proven descendants of the four sons of Harmanus 
Knickerbocker.  Also shown is a single name, in red.  This is the third ñHarmanusò who 
shows up in the 1790 census in Amenia. 

  

1st Harmon Janse

2nd Lawrence 

1684-1766

3rd Harmanus Knickerbocker of Amenia

1712-1805

Lawrence Ruliff John H. Harmanus Junior

1740-1814 1745-1807 1750-1841 1761-1827

Lawrence Knickerbocker & Sons

Generation

Harmon Janse

Lawrence Knickerbocker

1684-1766

John Harmanus Cornelius Peter Benjamin

5 sons 4 sons 1 son 7 sons 1 son
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In the tree above, the three men named ñHarmanusò are Harmanus senior, Harmanus 
Junior, and the man we have highlighted in red, called Harmanus Ye 3rd. 

 

 

Amenia census results are a big part of this story.  For example, 
shown here are the three men named Harmanus Knickerbocker in 
Amenia in 1790.  The census taker numbered them as ye 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd.  The numbering is discussed in detail on pages 23 and 24 of this 
report. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amenia also had a handful of other Knickerbockers who 
could be considered as the ñmystery Knickerbockers of 
Amenia.ò  This group includes Amanda, Albert, Calvin, 
Caty, Lydia, Silas, and Alanson Knickerbocker.   

In this report, we will show why we believe that Harmanus 
Ye 3rd is the link that resolves several mysteries.   

 

 

Proven and Suspected Descendants

Harmanus, Senior, of Amenia

Lawrence Ruliff John H. Harmanus Junior
b 1740 b 1745 b 1750 b 1761

Benjamin b 1768 Sarah b 1775 Eli b 1790

Harmanus Ye 3rd Dorcas b 1770 Mary b 1780 Sally b ?

Tobias b 1773 Richard W. b 1787 Larry b 1793

Silas Cornelius b 1775 John J. b 1788 John b 1796

Samson Mary b 1778 William b 1799

Hannah b 1780 Hannah b 1802

Benjamin Sarah b 1781 Harmen b 1805

Mary

David

Lawrence

Green= Proven

Harmanus Senior, of Amenia

Lawrence

Harmanus Ye 3rd

Amanda (b 1792)

Albert (b 1794)

Calvin (b 1795)

Caty (b 1803)

Lydia (b 1804)

Alanson (b 1806)

Silas (b 1808)

Most Likely Lineage
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Background: 
The Sons of Lawrence Knickerbocker (1684-1766) 

 

Lawrence Knickerbocker was the second son of Harmen Janse.   Lawrence spent his 
adult years near Tivoli, along the Hudson River, where he owned a farm. 

Lawrence also had a link to Salisbury Connecticut.  In about 1730, Lawrence purchased 
land in the wilderness that later became Salisbury, Connecticut.  We donôt think that 
Lawrence ever lived in Connecticut for any length of time.  Instead, it appears that 
Lawrence travelled back and forth between his two properties.  Lawrence probably took 
the 30 mile trip from Tivoli to Salisbury many times.   

 

Lawrenceôs five sons probably travelled with him 
during their teen and early adult years. 

 

 

Itôs not surprising that four of Lawrenceôs sons (Peter, Cornelius, Benjamin, and John) 
settled and were later buried along the route that they probably knew well. 

At first, Harmanus Knickerbocker appeared to be the exception.  He settled and died in 
Amenia, which is about 15 miles farther south.  Now, though, we realize that Harmanus 
fits the story quite nicely. 

It turns out that Harmanus lived 
for several years in Salisbury 
before migrating to Amenia. 

The lighter blue line on this map 
is the main route from Tivoli to 
Salisbury. 

The darker blue line, running 
south, is the route from Salisbury 
to Amenia. 

Today these are paved roads, 
but we are confident that our 
ancestors used the same general 
routes.   (These routes follow the 
natural contours of the land.  
Even today, nobody wants to 
cross the steep hills during the 
snowy winters.) 

 

The towns along these blue lines were the fertile crescent for the Knickerbockers.  The 
vast majority of Knickerbockers who are alive today are descended from Lawrence.  
Therefore, the vast majority of Knickerbockers should be able to trace themselves back 
to the towns along this migration path.   

 

Harmon Janse

Lawrence Knickerbocker
1684-1766

John Harmanus Cornelius Peter Benjamin
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Show below is an update on a table that weôve used before.  This table now reflects 
what weôve learned as part of this research.  (This report identified 2 additional people:  
Harmanus #3 and another Benjamin).   
 
Lawrence had 5 sons.  So far, we have identified 18 grandsons, and 65 great 
grandsons.  The list is shown below.  Note that this is a work in progress. 
 

Great Grandsons of Lawrence Knickerbocker (following only the male lines) 
Updated August 2019 

Sons of 
Lawrence 

Grandsons of 
Lawrence  *** 

 
Great Grandsons of 

Lawrence *** 

Contribution 
to List of 
Great GS 

Benjamin Benjamin Jr. Peter B., Henry 2 

Cornelius John C. 
Peter J., Samuel, Cornelius,  
Benjamin J., John P., Walter 

6 

Harmanus (#1) 

Lawrence Harmanus (#3), Lawrence Jr, David, Benjamin 

14 
Ruliff Benjamin, Tobias, Cornelius  

John H. Richard W., John J. 

Harmanus (#2) Eli, Larry, John, William, Harmen 

John 

Abraham Thomas, Darius, Solomon 

17 

Lawrence Samuel, John, Salmon 

Harmen John, Bartholomew 

Isaac Cornelius, Jeremiah, Reuben 

Solomon David, James, William, Walter, Henry, Alvin 

Peter 

Philip Petrus, John, Philip Jr., Benjamin D. 

26 

Lawrence William, Peter L., John L., James 

Peter Abraham, Peter P., David, Isaac, Jacob 

Benjamin Unknown 

James Peter , Hugh, James 

John P. John, Henry 

Hugh 
Peter H., John H., Valentine, Hugh Jr.,  

Frederick, Benjamin, Henry, William 
    

5 sons 18 grandsons 65 great grandsons  

 *** This table only considers the male lines, i.e. the men whose name was ñKnickerbockerò 

 
By 1800, roughly three quarters of all the Knickerbockers on Earth were descended from 
Lawrence.   This is because Lawrence had so many sons, grandsons, and so on.   
 
For example, consider Lawrenceôs older brother Johannes.  Johannes only had 4 great 
grandsons named ñKnickerbockerò (William W, Harmen, John, and Abraham).  In terms 
of propagating the Knickerbocker family name, Lawrence outperformed Johannes by a 
score of 65 to 4.   
 
This is a highly simplified analysis, but it illustrates why so many of us are descended 
from Lawrence. 
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Background: 
Amenia, New York 

 

We will use the word ñAmeniaò many times in 
this report.  We are using this word loosely. 

The township of Amenia is large, covering 
about 40 square miles.   There is also a small 
village called Amenia within the larger 
township of Amenia.   

In this report, we donôt care about the large 
township or the small village.   Instead, we are 
focused on a tiny slice of land where 
Harmanus Knickerbocker and his 
descendants lived. 

 

To be more specific, this story 
takes place at the intersection of 
Butts Hollow Road and Route 22 
(also known as Route 343).   

This is where Harmanus 
Knickerbocker Senior had his 
farm. 

The area near this intersection 
was center of the family for their 
entire stay in Amenia. 

 

In earlier times, parts of Route 22 were called the Sharon Road, because this was an 
easy route to Sharon and then Salisbury. 

Buttôs Hollow Road heads to the west and soon crosses the line into Washington 
Township.  Some of the Knickerbockers in our story briefly meandered slightly west of 
Amenia, into Washington Township. 

There were two small burial grounds on land owned by the Knickerbockers.  Today 
these are sometimes referred to as the burial grounds on Dover Plains road.  The two 
burial grounds were near this intersection. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

There have been various claims that Knickerbockers owned land in ñSouth Ameniaò as early 
as 1711.  Those claims are probably not true.  Nobody has ever shown an actual deed.  In 
fact, ñAmeniaò didnôt even exist in 1711, much less ñSouth Amenia.ò  The area was still a 
wilderness, and was just starting to be explored and surveyed by a set of proprietors.  There 
is no record of any Knickerbockers being involved with the early proprietors. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Harmanus Knickerbocker of Salisbury and Amenia 

 

 

Harmanus Knickerbocker Senior (1712-1805) was probably born 
somewhere near where the Tivoli Library stands today.  

 

 

In the 1750ôs, Harmanus lived in Salisbury Connecticut.  

We know about Harmanusô time in Connecticut this for 
two reasons.   

First is because his father Lawrence sold him the 3rd 
Division, 15th lot, which was described as touching the 
southern edge of Lawrenceôs other land (where John 
Knickerbocker lived out his adult years.)  This map 
shows the location of Harmanusô lot. 

Second is because Harmanus shows up in a court 
records in 1758.  Itôs not clear whether he was in 
financial trouble, but it appears that he gave up his land 
in Salisbury, perhaps in exchange for land in Amenia. 

 

Harmanus Senior arrived in Amenia in about 1758, and remained in Amenia for the rest 
of his life. 

Harmanus had six children who survived him:  Lawrence, Ruliff, Mary, John, Harmanus 
Junior, and Lydia.  We know the approximate birth years for several of the children. 

 

Baptism records exist for Lawrence (1740), Ruliff 
(1745), and Mary (1748). 

 

 

 

John was born before about 1750.  (We know this because he married in 1771.) 

Harmanus Junior was born about 1762.  (He stated in a deposition that he was 62 years 
old, as of May 1824.) 

We do not know when Lydia was born. 

We do not know exactly where Harmanusô children were born.  The oldest ones were 
probably born near Tivoli.  His youngest son Harmanus Junior was probably born in 
Amenia. 

Harmanus left a will, which was proved in 1805.  Harmanusô will named his six surviving 
children.  The will of Harmanus Senior was short, but it was also complicated.  In 
particular, the treatment of his son Ruliff was interesting. 

Harmon Janse

Lawrence 

1684-1766

Harmanus Knickerbocker

1712-1805
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Person Inheritance Comment 

Wife Elizabeth 
Profits from half of the farm.   

Use of the newer half of the house.   
Also some furnishings. 

This was his 2
nd

 wife.  She was not 
the mother of his children. 

Son Lawrence 

Profits from half of the farm during 
Elizabethôs remaining life.  

Also one third of real estate  
& personal property 

Lawrence was given more than his 
brothers.  He was oldest, and was 

probably living with his father (in the old 
half of the house) 

   

Son John 
One third of real estate  

& personal property 

John did almost as well 
as Lawrence 

   

Son Ruliff 

Ruliff was given one third of the real 
estate, but in name only.  Ruliff didnôt get 
title to the land.  The land was to be held 
for Ruliffôs youngest son Cornelius. 

Ruliff didnôt receive title to any land.  
Neither did his sons Benjamin and Tobias, 

who were completely bypassed. 

Grandson  
Moses Butt 

33 pounds, to be paid out of  
Ruliffôs share of the estate 

Nobody has ever figured this one out.  
Who was Moses Butt, and why was Ruliff 

assigned responsibility for paying him? 

   

Son Harmanus 
25 pounds.   

(No real estate.) 

Harmanus Junior got  
less than his brothers 

Daughters  
Mary & Lydia 

20 pounds each,  
plus household goods 

It was common, in those days, for 
daughters to receive very little. 

 

The most interesting sections of the will involve Ruliff.  There must have been something 

odd going on between Harmanus Senior, Ruliff, and Ruliffôs sons. 

Ruliff was given one third of the real estate, but 

with an odd twist.  Ownership of the land went 

to Ruliffôs son Cornelius.   This explains why 

Ruliff never shows up in any land records, and 

apparently didnôt bother to make up a will. 

This also explains why Cornelius wound up as 

the patriarch of the Amenia Knickerbockers.  

Cornelius was handed ownership of the family farm.  Corneliusô older brothers were 

skipped over. 

There is also a grandson, Moses Butt, who nobody has ever traced.  Moses Butt 

received more cash that Mary, Lydia, or Harmanus Junior.  The cash was to be paid by 

Ruliff.  This seems odd. 

The life of Ruliff Knickerbocker will be discussed in a separate report.  

Harmanus Senior

Ruliff

Benjamin Tobias Cornelius

Ownership
of Amenia 

land
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The Daughters of Harmanus Knickerbocker, Senior 
 

The will of Harmanus Knickerbocker Senior mentioned two daughters, Mary and Lydia.  
There was also another daughter, Jane, who reached adulthood but died before her 
father. 

Marriage records for both Mary and Jane 
have been found. 

 

We are lucky to have a few marriage 
records from Amenia. 

However, as noted in this NYGBR article, 
the church where the Knickerbockers 
belonged went through some tough times.  
There are very few surviving records from 
this church. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane is the easiest daughter to trace.  
She was baptized in 1742 in Reyn 
Beeck.  Jane married John Crosswell, 
but died soon thereafter.   

 

Jane is buried near her 
father.  The grave of 
Joseph Gilllett is in the 
same cemetery. 

 

Mary is very hard to trace.  Her husband Joseph Gillett died shortly after they were 
married.  Their son Joseph Junior is also there.  However, we donôt know what 
happened to Mary. 

Lydia is also very hard to trace.  She might be the ñLydiaò who married Albert Finch and 
moved to Michigan.  However, this is unproven.  (The only real evidence is that she 
might have named her son Tobias Finch.) 
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Harmanus Knickerbockerôs Heirs Sell Off Part of the Farm 
 

The primary heirs of Harmanus Senior were his sons Lawrence, John, and Ruliff, and 
also his grandson, Cornelius.   

Harmanus Senior died in 1805.  Soon thereafter, some of Harmanus Seniorôs land was 
sold to the Belding family. 

Unfortunately, there are no deeds in the years around 1806 that tell us what parts of the 
Knickerbocker land were sold off. 
 
 
However, 100 
years later, this 
shows up in the 
Dutchess County 
index. 

 

The Belding family apparently didnôt bother to record the deeds until 100 years later, 
when they began to sell off the land.  (Such things were common in those days.  Deeds 
were often viewed as a private matter between neighbors, and were often stuffed into a 
drawer somewhere.) 

 

Unfortunately deeds from 1906 are not available on line.  Somebody needs to visit the 
county clerkôs office and copy these deeds.   

 

We believe that two parcels of Harmanus Seniorôs lands were sold off.  One parcel was 
near Ten Mile River on the east side of what is now called Route 22.  The other parcel 
was on the west side of Route 22, south of Harmanus Seniorôs main house along Butts 
Hollow Road. 

As we will discuss, John and Lawrence took their profits and moved west.  
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John H. Knickerbocker of Perinton, Monroe County, New York 
Son of Harmanus Knickerbocker of Amenia 

 

One of the easiest parts of the Amenia story involves John H. Knickerbocker, the son of 
Harmanus Knickerbocker.  There are no mysteries here, because John left a series of 
very clear records.   

John Knickerbockerôs story is straightforward.  We will only touch on the highlights. 

John left Amenia and settled in the town that eventually became known as Perinton, 
Monroe County.  When John bought his land, he took a mortgage from one of his old 
neighbors, Joseph Belding of Washington, Dutchess County. 

 

 

When John died, he left a detailed will that 
listed his heirs.  His two daughters, Mary 
and Sarah, were already dead.  His sons 
were Richard Knickerbocker and John J. 
Knickerbocker. 

 

 
John Knickerbockerôs Journey to Perinton 
 

It appears that John did some traveling before he settled in Perinton.  In 1850, Johnôs 
son Richard W. Knickerbocker gave his birth location as Pennsylvania.  In the 1850 and 
1855 census, Johnôs son John H. Knickerbocker of Perinton gave his birth location as 
Pennsylvania.  Both sons, Richard W. and John J., were born in the late 1780ôs.  Thus, 
we believe that John Knickerbocker spent some time in Pennsylvania in the late 1780ôs 
before returning to New York. 

 

In 1805, Johnôs mortgage said he was ñof Montgomery County NY.ò   

Although we donôt know the exact details, it is clear that John did some traveling. 

  



Knickerbockers of Amenia, Updated 8 Aug 2019 

11 

 

Harmanus Knickerbocker Junior of Ontario County, New York 
Son of Harmanus Knickerbocker of Amenia 

Next we will tackle Harmanus Junior, the son of Harmanus Senior.  The story of 
Harmanus Junior is straightforward. 

Harmanus Junior filed for a military pension based on service during the Revolutionary 
War.  Shown here is a portion of Harmanusô application, in his own words.   

 

 

 
I have seven 

children to wit:  Eli, who now resides in the state of Ohio 

who sometimes has fits, he does nothing towards the  

support of this declarant.  Sally who is married to 

David Bristol they are poor have five children and 

are scarce able to support themselves  - Larry with whom 

I reside has no real estate except a revisionary interest 

in the fifty acres of land above mentioned, has a wife and 

three children to support ï he has been put to great expense 

already in my support is really unable to assist me 

me further.  John and William are married and reside 

in the state of Ohio they do nothing and probably are 

unable to do anything towards my subsistence ï  

Hanna and Harmen are single they reside at Hopewell 

are destitute of property and are not able to render me 

any assistance 

 

 

 

 

Harmanus Knickerbocker Juniorôs Journey to Hopewell 
 

It appears that Harmanus Junior did some travelling before settling in Ontario County. 

Harmanus Junior had a son named Harmen, born in about 1805.  In 1855, the younger 
Harmen reported his birth location as Schoharie County, New York. 

Harmanus Junior had a daughter, Hannah, who was born in 1802.  In the 1865 and 1875 
census, she reported her birth location as Oneida County, New York. 

Thus, Harmanus Junior appears to have left Amenia long before the 1810 census.  He 
might even have been gone before 1800. If so, this would explain why there were only 
two ñHarmanusò in the 1800 census in Amenia, and why neither of them was called 
ñJunior.ò 

(We suspect that Harmanus Junior is the same man as ñHarmen Knickerbackerò in the 
1800 census in Cherry Valley, Otsego County.  The family makeup seems to match, but 
we canôt prove the connection.) 
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Ruleff Knickerbocker of Amenia, New York 
Son of Harmanus Knickerbocker of Amenia 

Now we shift to Ruliff Knickerbocker.  This story is more complex.  As far as we can tell, 
it has never been fully reported. 

The single best source of information comes from the probate file of Ruliffôs son 
Cornelius.   

Cornelius died in 1850, and left a 2-page will.  Unfortunately, though, his will was poorly 
written, and his probate process was messy.  The surviving portion of the probate file 
had 140 pages.   

 

 

This was 
entered into 
court records 
in September, 
1850. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the transcription below, we have highlighted the siblings of Cornelius Knickerbocker. 

In the matter of the last will and testament of Cornelius Knickerbacker: 
 
That the said testator has left his sisters Sarah Knight of Nichols 
Tioga County, Lanor Gould of Windham Tioga County,  
Mary Bently of Warren County, Hannah G. Conklin of Illinois, 
his nephews & nieces, Miles Knickerbacker of Amenia, Albro Knicker- 
backer of Pleasant Valley, & Alfred G. Knickerbacker of Washington 
Dutchess County, George Knickerbacker, Charles Knickerbacker,  
Platt Knickerbacker, Arseneth wife of Gershon McArther & 
Horace Knickerbacker of Dryden Tompkins County, & Betsey 
Wife of Stephen Bennet of Illinois, children of Tobias Knickerbacker 
a dead brother, Nancy Barlow & Julia wife of Jesse Barlow of Amenia, 
Dutchess County, & William Knickerbacker of Kent Connecticut, children of 
Benjamin Knickerbacker a dead brother & Cornelius Finch, Ruluf Finch, 
& Jane Ann Finch of Chesterfield Essex County children of Dorcas 
a dead sister, all of full age 
 

 

Thus, we know that Ruliff had three sons (Benjamin, Tobias, and Cornelius) and five 
daughters (Sarah, Lanor, Mary, Hannah, and Dorcas). 
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The story so far: 
John, Harmen Junior, and Ruliff 

 

We have covered three of the sons of Harmanus Knickerbocker, Senior.   

 

 

This partial tree 
summarizes the 
story. 

These are the 
children of Ruliff, 
John, and Harmanus 
Junior. 

 

 

 

 

The records that we have shown are very clear.  For each of these families, there was 
one record that listed all of the children.   

 

Son of 
Harmanus Sr 

Key document that lists his children 

John H. 
Johnôs  

Will 
 

Harmanus Junior 
Harmanusô 

Affidavit 

 

Ruliff 

Son 
Corneliusô 
Probate 
Record 

 

 

There is no reason to believe that we have missed any children of Ruliff, John, or 
Harmanus Junior. 

Next we will discuss Lawrence.  His situation is more complex. 

 

 

Summary (So Far)

Harmanus, Senior, of Amenia

Lawrence Ruliff John H. Harmanus Junior
b 1740 b 1745 b 1750 b 1761

Benjamin b 1768 Sarah b 1775 Eli b 1790

Dorcas b 1770 Mary b 1780 Sally b ?

Tobias b 1773 Richard W. b 1787 Larry b 1793

Cornelius b 1775 John J. b 1788 John b 1796

Mary b 1778 William b 1799

Hannah b 1780 Hannah b 1802

Sarah b 1781 Harmen b 1805

Green= Proven
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hopewell Township, Ontario County, New York 

We will soon leave Amenia, and shift our attention to Hopewell, Ontario County. 
 
The book ñHistory of Ontario County NY (1893) by George Conover provides useful 
perspective.   Here is a description of how Hopewell was formed: 

 
Gorham was an original town, formed January 27, 1789. é Manchester was formed 
[from Gorham] on March 31, 1821 é Hopewell was formed from Gorham, March 29, 
1822.  
 

We will focus on a tiny part of Hopewell.  
We will discuss ñLot 8 within Township 
10 of the Second Range.ò 

The Ontario County lingo goes back a 
long way.  This area was originally 
divided up into huge ranges.  Within 
each range were multiple townships.  
Within each township were specific lots. 

There is an excellent county map on the 
Library of Congress website.  It includes 
all of the township and lot numbers. 

 
Referring again to the book by George Conover:   

In the second range, the towns of Gorham, Hopewell, and Manchester comprised, 
respectively, townships 9, 10, and 11. 

 

 

Here is the upper left corner of Hopewell.  We have 
put a red border around Lot 8. 

We are focusing on this lot because it was 
purchased by Lawrence Knickerbocker of Amenia in 
1807. 

Lot 8 contained 320 acres (about half of a square 
mile.)   

On this map we have also labelled several of the lots 
that are near Lot 8. 

 

Lot 8 was home for Lawrence Knickerbocker of Amenia and several of his children, 
starting in 1807.  Lawrenceôs brother Harmen Junior joined him in about 1809. 

In later sections of this report, we will show that Lots 4 and 31 eventually became 
the homes of other Knickerbockers from Amenia. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  


