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This report discusses the migrations of the early Knickerbockers.

This is Chapter 1. This chapter focuses on Harmen Janse van Wye, who later became known
as Harmen Janse Knickerbocker. Chapters 2, 3, and 4 will focus on later generations.

Thousands of words have already been written about Harmen Janse Knickerbocker. We will
not repeat them here. (We encourage readers to obtain a copy of William Van Alstyne®& History
of the Knickerbocker Family before reading this report.)

The focus here is on new information that has not been previously published. For example, we
will devote about half of this report to clarifying when Harmen Janse Knickerbocker died, and
where he was buried.

Overview
. Rensselaer Co.

This map illustrates the earliest movements of the Saratoga Co.,

Knickerbockers. \

Harmen Janse originally settled on the west side of the
Hudson River, in what is now called Saratoga County

(1).

Harmen Janse left Saratoga County in about 1704.
Harmen moved south to Dutchess County (2). It appears
that six of his children went with him.

Columbia Co.

r

Dutchess Co. | = Litchfield Co.

The oldest son, Johannes, moved to Schaghticoke in
Rensselaer County (3). We are showing an arrow from
i 2 0 tbotpeihaps should have shown an arrow from
Al10 di r e clohhnyes tmay hdv8gone diredtly to
Schaghticoke, without ever living in Dutchess County.)

Johannesd descendants stayed i
for many years. This will be covered in Chapter 2.

Schaghticoke a

Unli ke Johannesd family, the descendants of the o
Their destinations initially included Litchfield County Connecticut (4) and Columbia County New

York (5), but they also quickly moved to western New York state and more distant locations

such as Michigan.

The movements of the Dutchess County families will be covered in Chapters 3 and 4.
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Harmen Janse Knickerbocker in Saratoga County, New York
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We will show a full translation of the Halve Maen deed, as reported in Early Records of the City
and County of Albany and Colony of Rensselaerswyck (1916) by Jonathon Pearson.
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sale between Anthony van Schaick and Harmen

7071 Appeared before me, Robt. Livingston,
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In addition to reporting the deed, Mr. Pearson

offered some commentary on the name
ckerbocker
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This deed shows the name Hermen Jansen

van Wykycbacker, and Mr. Pearson

comments on other deeds that show Harme
Janse Knickerbocker van Wye.

There is also a comment about a man named
Harmen Jansen van Bommel, who was
supposedly the same person.

These variations of the name have sparked

lots of discussion and speculation about

Har men

We will not speculate aboutHa r me n

Jans.eb6 s

origins in this report.

or

Instead, we will focusonHa r me n
movements along the Hudson River Valley.

i gins

Janseods

Janseods
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Harmen Janse was in a Dutch settlement called Halve Maen, on land between two creeks.

We do not know the exact location of the original Dutch settlement, but Footnote 1 of Jonathon
Pearsondéds work claimed that Halve Maen was 15

Today, the town office of Half Moon, New York is about 15 miles north of Albany.

By an interesting coincidence, the Half Moon town office is between two creeks that enter the
Hudson. This is shown on the enlarged map below.
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Harmen Janse in Dutchess County, New York

In about 1704, Harmen Janse moved south about 60 miles, to what later became known as

Dutchess County.

Various land records are available that directly link Harmen and his children to the area now
known as Tivoli, New York (point 2 on the previous map). Tivoli was originally known as Red
Roode Hoek (Red Hook).

The approximate locati
by Edward Smith.

Location of today’s
town of Tivoli

Slipstein Island (now called Magdalen?)

Magdaline Island (now called Cruger?)

Har men

ono f

Livingstons Manoxr.

na

History of Rhincheck.

IN DUTCHESS COUNTY, N. Y.,

EDWARD M SMITH.

The Will of Harmen Janse Knickerbocker

Harmen Janse
Knickerbacker wrote
his will during the
winter of 1708 /
1709.

A portion of the will
is shown in the
original Dutch, with
an English
translation.
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The will names his seven children.

~=f ad ~
-.$ \“"\.nl'w\v\wj 1689
&2 .
%/ Harm Jans Knickerbacker 1704

J a ncanebé feungbim theHestory of Rhinebeck

/' As shown in this old
/ map, the Knickerbocker

e o | land was south of
Livi ngst ondad Manor

north of Slipstein Island.

Harmen Janse
purchased a 50%
interest in this land from
Harm Gansevoort in
1704.

Harmen Janse did not
own 100% of this land.
This becomes important
later in our discussion.

In the name of the Lord, Amen.

Know all men by these presents that on

this seventeenth day of January in the year

of our Lord and Savier Jesus Christ cne

thousand seven hundred and seven and eight |, Harmen
Janse Knickerbacker of Dutchess county in the
province of New York, being in reasonable

| give to my seven children lawfully

procreated with my aforesaid wife, to wit,

Johannes, Lowrens, Cornells, Evert and Pieter Knick
erbacker, Jannetie Lansing, widow of

Hendrick Lansing, junior, and Cornelia Knickerbacker,

Harmen split his holdings among his children. His holdings included the 50% interest in the land

south of

Livingstonos

Manor
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Harmen Janseb s L ast Year s

Harmen Janse Knickerbocker spent his last years in Dutchess County.

The above wild/l proves that Har me789. was fAof Dutches

A county census proves that Harmen was still in Dutchess County in 1714,

And, as we are about to discuss, we can prove that Harmen Janse Knickerbocker died, and was
buried, in Dutchess County.

The records showi ng Hlduriaheeare recadedas partdfeoane h an
complicated land transactions. These are discussed below.

Subdividing Harmen Janseb6s Property

Shortly after Harmen Janse died, part of his large property
was subdivided into 13 lots. This map illustrates the
location of Lot 1, which was up against the theoretical Sawyer Kill Creek

. . . ~ in Ul
border with Livingstonés ManoF ™"
\

Roeliff Jansen
. ~ . ill k
By the time Harmen J a n s opesties were sold, people Hileree

clamedt he border with wasdefinedgpys: onods
a straight line from the southernmost bend of the Roeliff
Jansen Kill to the mouth of the Sawyer Kill creek. This
diagonal border is illustrated by a dark black line on this
map.

HUdSon River

Livingston Manor was north of this theoretical line.
Har men Jansebs properties were t sout h.

This border was different from the original perceived
border, which was an east-west line.

This border was also theoretical and hard to track. It apparently disagreed with the archaic
methods that were actually used to mark the property lines. (For example, property owners
would carve their initials into large trees.)

For our purposes, there are two important issues related to these land transactions.

The first issue is that nobody actually knew the location of the property lines. This led to
multiple lawsuits. Court records from the lawsuits tell us when Harmen Janse died.

The second issue is that only a portion of the original tract was subdivided. Har men Janseds
descendants still owned 50% of the southern part of the tract, stretching down to Slipstein

Island. This southerntractwas r ef err ed t o a sTheKuoickerbookersllaedsold and . o
the undivided land. One of the deeds tells us where Harmen Jansen died, and also where he

was buried.
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The Death of Harmen Janse Knickerbocker: 1714

The uncertainties about the boundaries of Livingston Manor and the Knickerbocker properties

resulted in several lawsuits. Harmen Janse Knickerbocker was already dead, and was not

directly involved. Howe vwasinvolveldhasmasiad amese dansed P
grandson Benjamin (the son of Lawrence).

Alexander Hamilton was one of the attorneys involved in the lawsuits. (See Volume 3 of the
Law Practice of Alexander Hamilton.)

Peter Knickebacker being duly sworn saith that he is upwards of As part of a |aWSU|t, Peter Knickerbocker
cighty two years old, and about fifty seven years ago he was preparing testified that his father died in 1714.

to build upon Lot No. 1 in Schuyler’s Patent; that he then lived in the

house where his Father lived, which M* Nicholas Hoffman jun® now

occupies; and that the North boundary of the aforesaid Lot was acthe  Peter was 82 years old at the time of the

S s S R Rt deposition. However, his fatherosc
; and that his Father Hermanse linickcb:ckcr died in the year Peter was 12’ WOUId have been a ma]or event.
— 17143 We can assume he would remember the date at
swom 18th Aug ;83 Which he lost his father, at least to within a year
before me— or two.

Anth” Hoffman

Thus we conclude that Harmen Janse Knickerbocker died soon after the 1714 Dutchess County
census.

The Grave of Harmen Janse Knickerbocker in Dutchess County

The above court records do not tell us where Harmen died, or where he was buried. However,
it turns out that land records are very useful.

In March of 1733, Har me n 6Cornediussoldhi s portion of the Aundivide
County.

The buyer was Nicholas Hoffman, who was living across the river in Ulster County. Mr.
Hoffman decided to register the deed in Ulster County. This should not have been allowed,
since the property was actually in Dutchess County. The mis-filing of this deed has apparently
caused it to be overlooked by genealogists.

When Cornelius sold his land, the deed was very clear: this property sold by Cornelius

Knickerbockerwasfiwher eof Har me Janse Knickerbacker, fathe
Also,thesalewas fAexcepti ng ameduarteed an@oreiohland fér a burying place
for the Knickerbackers where the father of said Cornelis Kni cker bocker |l yes. 0

2 /' De (9\ Vs Lo M/L%‘/lﬂ‘) e, %«- iis ‘W;éf Yoo M‘

%9%22})/4’/'//1-/4);,./,/ //z//%.:fl/{/' e /..ja;,)
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This proves that Harmen Janse died and was buried in Dutchess County.
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We willnow describe t he process of humtateng f or Har men Janse
We are looking for a small burial ground where the father of fsaid Cornelius Knickerbocker| y e s . 0

We know that the burial ground was on Cornelius Knickerboc k e prdperty, which was
described this way:

1ttt Sodee 0 ol Apihecncder Heccrensomovireg e
VoSt it Crecho oo A /// i) yz(/ﬁ ol
> >

tract of land situato lying and being in the County of
Dutches and Province of New York on the east side of Hudsons
River beginning at said River by a small run of water and running
easterly along the land of said Nicholas Hoffmon to the land of
,.-./2,‘“,/9% o g Lowerence Knickerbacker then along said land northerly to the lott
Ho /’/ﬁ%}?’;?}”’ ::}:”zn,,,‘f number two of the land of said Nicholas Hoffman running westerly
' along said lott number two to Hudsons river aforesaid and then
southerly along said river to the first station being bound westerly
by Hundsons River, northerly and southerly by other lands of said
Nicholas Hoffman and easterly by the land of Lowerence
Knickerbacker containing by estimation one hundred and eighty
acres
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The deed mentions only one landmark: Ais mauh of water o at the sout her
Corneliusé property.

Cornelius Knickerbockerodos | ot was sout
was south of Lot 1. (Descriptions of the subdivided lots can be found in Ulster

County land records, book FF, page 422, and Dutchess County land records, 1
book 2, page 398.) 3
.2
We suspect that Lot 1 was oriented primarily north-south, and that Lot 2 was _“":
oriented primarily east-west. This is because Lot 2 was described as being S
south of both Lot 1 and Lot 3. !

We can use simple algebra to approximate the location of Corn e | ot s 6

The simplest algebra would occur if the lots were all perfect squares. Lot 1 (119 acres) would

be 2,300 feet by 2,300 feet, so it would occupy 2,300 feet of waterfront, just south of Livingston
Manor. Lot 2 (96 acres) would occupy the next 2,050 feet of waterfront,and Co r n elbt(180s 6
acres) would occupy another 2,800 feet of waterfront.

For thissimplefi s q u a reeamplep théds out hern edge of Cd@,(tib0fedti usd | ot
south of the original Livingston Manor line.

This simple example shows that these were large lots. The fsmall run of waterowas at least a
mile to the south of Livingston Manor.
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Modern satellite imagery shows a small creek in
about the right spot.

In the Google Earth image shown here, the
creek runs along River Road, then through the
trees, then under the railroad tracks, and finally
into the Hudson River.

-

Topographical maps show that this creek is the
result of a ridge that runs from Tivoli towards

the Hudson. The location of this creek probably
h a s ahénged very much in the last 200 years.

This is the only creek in the area, and was
probably the southern boundaryof Cor ne

property.

The creek is about 8,500 feet south of the mouth of Sawyer Kill creek, which was the historic
boundary of Livingston Manor. This is reasonable. The fsquare lotocalculation came up with
about 7,150 feet. The extra distance is easily explained if we assume that both Lot 1 and
Corneliusélot were elongated.

We will now shift our focus slightly to the north.

The photograph to the left shows a
larger section of the Hudson River

coastline.
e The small creek is near southern edge
sy of this photograph.

(=3 \

The old Lot number 20was to the north
of this photograph.

1"he Suminski Innski
]

Thus, we believe this photograph shows
part of Cornelius Knicker
property.

We have identified two key landmarks.
One landmark is Friendship Street, a

short street that runs along the low bluff
above the Hudson.

RiveriDr River, D¢

1QUaAY

The other landmark (the red star) is the
intersection of Friendship Street and

; County Road 78. This county road was
- 0.2 F originally known as State Road 402, and

o e was built in the 1930&.
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WenowturntoJ a me s H. HiStany of Dutéhess County, which was published in 1882.

The burial ground in which were interred some
of the members of the Hoffman family was on a
sand bluff overlooking Tivoli Landing, back of the
Farmers’ Hotel, and now a portion of the estate of
Col. Johnston L. de Peyster. This is the oldest
grave yard in this section of the country, and in
which there has been no recorded or remembered
interment within the present century.

i The vandalism which denuded
this spot of its trees for fire-wood was not as bad
as that which had previously made spoil of the
memorials. It is said that the brick supports and
fonndations of the slabs were appropriated to other
uses, and the slabs themselves, in some instances,
converted into flag stones.

Here, on this ancient Hill of the Dead, lying
flat on the ground, and yearly wasting away by the
elements, are still to be seen several slabs of red
sandstone, erected to the memory of those who
peopled this locality nearly a century and a half

| ago.

Another stone, commemorative of the Lowrance
Knickerbacker, before mentioned, bears these
words :—

‘“Here lies the Body of Mr. Lowrance Knicker-
backer, who di'd ye 2oth of Decemb®r and was
bugy:,('i ye 22, in the 82nd year of his age in ye year
1766.

This old burial ground is now a pasture; the
few stones lie prone and crumbling on the ground,
under the quaint head stone of Lowrance Knick-
erbacker the fowls have hid their nests,*

+This stone was slightly raised, and at the time of ourviu;x. j;nc ;7‘
1881, a hen's nest was partially hidden beneath it.

More recent documents show that t he Fehowlevasbs Hot e

The excerpt shown herewas part ofs Mr. Smitho
discussion of the Hoffman Family, including Nicholas
Hoffman.

In June of 1881, Mr. Smith visited an old burial ground
behindtheFar mer 6 s Hand @uff pverloakingahe
Hudson River.

This was Athe ol dest grave yard
The burial ground had been abandoned for many years,
with Aino recorded or remembered

present century.o

The burial ground contained tombstones of Hoffman family
members.

The burial ground also contained the degrading tombstone
of Lawrence Knickerbocker, the second son of Harmen.

This burial ground was not associated with any church,
which suggests that it began as a family burial ground.

torndownint he 19 hakéwayfora s at e The @distadbon the preceding satellite
photograph is at the intersection of Friendship Road with Route 78 (old state road 402).

The red star is important for two reasons.

First, the red star is a connection to James Smith, because this was the approximate location of
the Farmer® Hotel and the abandoned burial ground.

Second, the red star is a connection to Cornelius Knickerbocker® deed. The red star is north of
a fsmall run of water,0east of the Hudson River, and south of the old Lot number 2. Thus, red
star is clearly within the boundaries of the old property of Cornelius Knickerbocker.

The obvious conclusion: The burial ground discussed in the History of Dutchess County is the
same quarter-acre burial ground set that was aside by Cornelius Knickerbocker.

This burial ground was the location of Harmen Janse Kni cker bockerds grave.

The deed specifically stated that the burial ground was going to be used as a fburying place for
the Knickerbackers.0 Thus, in 1766, Lawrence Knickerbocker was buried near his father.

More than a century went by before anybody documented the tombstones in this family burial
ground. Mr. Smith arrived in 1881, justintimetofind L a wr e rtoenbstose.
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Harmen®& tombstone was already gone by 1881. There is no hope of finding it now.

It has taken us about five pages of text to describe the search for Harmen Janse& grave. To
close this discussion, we will repeat eight important words from the deed shown earlier:

A TR A Gl b, Bt by

]

fi \ere the father of said Cornelis Kni cer backers | yesbo

These eight words prove that Harmen Janse Knickerbocker was buried in Dutchess County, on
the property later owned by his son Cornelius.

Knickerbocker Finances

Since we discussed the court records earlier, we should also offer a brief observation about the
Knickerbocker familyds financial situation:

Starting i n tHarmenewned ap0%lintedebt i several square miles of real estate

along the Hudson River. Today this would make him a multi-millionaire. (For example, a single

large house on Friendship Street recently sold for $710,000.) However,the scal e of Har me
land holdings may be deceiving.

We will quote one more section of the court records as reported by Alexander Hamilton.

Peter Knickerbocker testified during a lawsuit, and apparently thought the Knickerbockers were
short-changed as a result of the property dispute.

One of the | awyers objected/| ovjp Knckbaeport Kni cker bocke
credibility, saying that Peter was poor and had more If poor more reason to claim—Schuyler bound

motivation to stretch the truth. Hoffman had no inducement * Hojfmen not poor—"

to commit fraud, since the land had little value anyway. If land lictle value no inducem' commit act fraud

Thus we can conclude thatHa r me n 6 s dihga didchot maké him a wealthy man, and that at
least one of his sons i Peter i was a poor man, even after selling his inherited land.

End of Chapter 1

Chapter 2 will discuss the family of Johannes Knickerbocker in Schaghticoke.

10
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Migrations of the Early Knickerbockers
Chapter 2 of 4

Bryan Knickerbocker
1 August 2017

This document discussses Johannes Knickerbocker, the oldest son of Harmen Janse
Knickerbocker.

Johannes is well known for founding the line of Knickerbockers in Schaghticoke, New York.
Sources of information about t hHistoryfoltmi |'y i nc
Knickerbocker Family; Kathlyne Knickerbocker-Vi el edés hi story; and t
Society, which is based at the Knickerbocker Mansion in Schaghticoke, New York.

d

| ude
he Kn

Since the Johannes line has been documented elsewhere, this report will be brief, and will
attempt to shed some new light on all of the prior information.

Johannes Knickerbocker of Schaghticoke, New York

Johannes Knickerbocker moved to Rensselaer County in about 1708, and remained there for
the rest of his life. Johannes was buried in Schaghticoke.

Johannes was approaching 30 when his father, Harmen Janse Knickerbocker, moved from
Saratoga County to Dutchess County. Johannes probably went directly from Half Moon to
Schaghticoke, without ever living in Dutchess County.

Schaghticoke is about 70 miles from Tivoli. This means that Johannes and his children were
somewhat isolated from the rest of the Knickerbockers. As discussed below, many of

Johannesd dtesmceed atnd sstay cl ose t o home. Thus, Wt
Schaghticoke family. o

The Schaghticoke family achieved a certain degree of fame and fortune,

However,t her e are relatively few fAKni avkosarehloec ker 06 desc
today.

Most HAKni cker bo al descenueddrdm Laweende Krdckeybocker of Dutchess
County, not from Johannes Knickerbocker of Schaghticoke.

This is discussed below.

11
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Fortune and Fame

The Afortuned of the Schaghticoke
Knickerbocker Mansion in Schaghticoke.

This has recently been restored, thanks to the
Knickerbocker Historical Society.

The history of the mansion is well documented, and will not
be discussed here.

The Af amed didoketfamidy is e resalgohtheir friendship with the author
Washington Irving.

Washington | rvingds boo
1808 described as the first best sellers written
Knickerbocker <4mmm in the U.S.
History of New York
Washington | rvingbs
1820 Diedrich Knickerbocker. Even now, when
you buy or download a copy of the
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow HeadlessHorseman( i The Lege
S| eepy Htanclhdesuhe heading
Found among the papers of the late ifound among the paj
Diedrich KnICkerbOCker_ Di edrich Knickerbocl

In the bosom of one of those spacious coves which
indent the eastern shore of the Hudson, at the broad As a result of Washi
expanse of the river denominated by the ancient Dutch

navigators the Tappan Zee, and where they always AKnickerbockero Sool
prudently shortened sail, and implored the protection of word. It also became a popular name for
St. Nicholas when they crossed, there lies a small any business whose owner wanted to be
market town or rural port, which by some is called . . . .
Breensbugh, but which is more generally and properly identified V\_”th New _York culture. ThIS

known by the name of Tarry Town. This name was was especially true in New York City

given, we are told, in former days, by the good (although few Knickerbockers ever lived

in New York City).

The Knickerbockers have always been a tiny little family. The early generations included mostly
middle-class or lower-middle-class farmers.

Ourfi Kni c k e méame wauld never have been as widely known, except for the works of
Washington Irving.
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