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This is the story of John P. Knickerbocker, born in 1759 in or near 
Columbia County, New York.  Johnôs wife was Anna Maria 
Couse. 
 
This was sparked by a recent visit to the New York State Library.  
We stumbled on some interesting bible records while we were 
searching for something else. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The main objective of this report is to assemble several key family records in one place.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The combination of these 
records makes this one of the 
best documented 
Knickerbocker lines. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Harmen Janse
1648 - 1714

 Lawrence Knickerbocker
1684 -1766

Petrus Knickerbocker
1720 -1783

John P. Knickerbocker
1759 -

m Anna Maria Couse
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Background:  Van Alstyneôs History of the Knickerbockers 
 
 
One of the challenges with this family is that we have to overcome some earlier misinformation. 
 
William Van Alstyne wrote the definitive history of the early Knickerbocker families.  It was 
published in the NYGB&R in 1908 and 1909. 
 
 
Unfortunately, there were a few mistakes in the 
Van Alstyne work.  Some of them involved 
confusion over the families of John P. 
Knickerbocker vs. his brother Hugh 
Knickerbocker. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Here, we have highlighted Van Alstyneôs descriptions 
of four so-called children of Hugh Knickerbocker and 
Rachel Schram.    
 
The four children in question are Maria, John, 
Margaret, and Henry. 
 
Van Alstyne was wrong about these four.  These were 
children of John P. Knickerbocker, not Hugh 
Knickerbocker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part of the confusion was caused by overlapping names.  For example, both John P. 
Knickerbocker and Hugh Knickerbocker had sons named Henry. 
 
As we will show, John P. Knickerbockerôs son Henry is the one who married Ortentia Hart and 
lived in Milan, Dutchess County, NY.   
 
(Hugh Knickerbockerôs son Henry moved to Chili, Monroe County, New York, and married Emily 
Sly.  See the previous report, titled ñHugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram.ò) 
 
 
 
 

Harmen Janse
1648 - 1714

 Lawrence Knickerbocker
1684 -1766

Petrus Knickerbocker
1720 -1783

John P. Knickerbocker Hugh Knickerbocker
1759 - 1761 - 1845

m Anna maria Couse m Rachel Schram
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Howard K. Henry 
1895-1953 

 
We will pause to acknowledge Howard K. Henry.  He helped preserve some of the 
key records for this family. 
 
Howard was the great great grandson of John P. Knickerbocker. (John P 
Knickerbocker and Maria Couse /  John Knickerbocker and Rachel Bain / Hamilton 
Knickerbocker and Sarah Bain  / Mary Knickerbocker and William Henry  /  Howard K 
Henry.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Howard was born in Argyle, New York.   
 
In the early 1920ôs he lived in Stone Harbor, 
New Jersey. 
 
He later lived in Penn Wynne, PA. He was a 
professor at Haverford College, just outside of 
Philadelphia. 
 
He died in Ocean City, New Jersey. 
 
 
 
 

 
Howard Henry had 
two family records in 
his possession. 
 

One set of records was from John P. Knickerbocker.  The other set was from Johnôs 
grandson, William T. Knickerbocker. 
 
Howard Henry and his wife allowed the DAR to transcribe both sets of records.  The 
transcriptions can be found in the Albany Library.  They are shown on the next few 
pages. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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We will discuss the various records one at a time. 
 
The bible of William Knickerbocker provides a good start. 
 
 

The Family Bible of William T. Knickerbocker 
 
William T. Knickerbocker was the grandson of John Knickerbocker and Anna Couse.  He was 
person number 2 on the tree shown earlier. 
 
 
 
 
The State Library in Albany has a copy 
of the bible records for William T. 
Knickerbocker. 
 
William T. Knickerbocker never had any 
children.  Thus, he chose to use his 
bible to record the history of parents and 
siblings. 
 
The bible was owned by Howard Henry 
of Penn Wynne, PA.   
 
Included at the bottom of this transcript 
is a section called ñmemoranda.ò  We 
donôt know who originally wrote this 
information.  (Was it William 
Knickerbocker, or was it Howard 
Henry?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scattered within the above page are seven sets of information: 

1.  The marriage of John P. Knickerbocker married Mary Couch. 

2.  A list of the children of John P. Knickerbocker and Mary Couch.  

3.  The marriage of John Knickerbocker (junior) and Rachel Bain 

4.  The births of John and Rachelôs children 

5.  The deaths of John and Rachelôs children 

6.  The birth of Sarah Bain, the future wife of William T. Knickerbocker 

7.  The marriage of William T. Knickerbocker and Sarah Bain 
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The Family Bible of John Knickerbocker and Rachel Bain 
 
Howard Henry had another Knickerbocker ñbibleò in his possession. 
 
This was called a ñbibleò in the DAR transcriptions, but the title shows that this book was 
actually the history of a well-known minister from England. 
 
The DAR transcribed this ñbibleò twice.  The transcriptions differ very slightly. 
 

 
 
Almost all of this information was already covered in the earlier discussion of the bible of William 
T. Knickerbocker.   
 
(It is possible that the information in each ñbibleò was cross-checked and enhanced by Howard 
Henry, who eventually owned both books.) 
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Partial Family Tree (based on the records and work of Howard Henry) 
 
Before we jump any deeper into the details, we will pause to show a partial family tree.   
 
The information in black bold font is based on the information from Howard K. Henry.   
 
We have enhanced the tree slightly, adding some extra dates and names of spouses, in light 
gray. 
 

 
 
The tree above is a useful reference when discussing the will and probate notice of Polly 
Knickerbocker Snyder.  (For example, Pollyôs records contain numerous references to members 
of the Van Benschoten family.) 
  

John Knickerbocker
1760 - 

m Mary Couse

1760 - 

Margaret Margery Mary (Polly) John Charity (Catherine) Marish (Marika) Henry
1789 - 1877 1791 - 1878 1794 - 1883 1796 - 1888 1799 - 1872 1801 - 1807 - 1854

m Tunis Van Benschoten m John Robinson m John M. Snyder m Rachel Bain m Isaac Crandall m fnu Snyder m Orentia Hart

1786-1867 1812-1882 1800 - 1845 1797-1897 1799 - 1889 unknown 1809 - 1870

Charity Mariah Hugh Bain John Henry James Alexander Hamilton Hutton William Talmadge
1825 - 1902 1829 - 1863 1830 - 1902 1833 - 1904 1836 - 1915 1839 - 1903

m John Loomis m Maria Louisa Luke m Isabel Earl m Sarah M. Bain m Sarah M. Bain

1832 - 1837 - 1919 1837 - 1900 1843 - 1852 - 1945
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The Will of Polly (Mary) Knickerbocker Snyder 
 
Mary (Polly) Snyder was briefly mentioned in the information compiled by Howard K. Henry.  
Now we will take a deep dive. 
 
Polly Snyder did not have any children of her own.  Polly also outlived most of her siblings.  This 
turns out to be good break for genealogists. 
 
The will of Polly Knickerbocker Snyder is useful because it shows her relationships to various 
people, including various nieces and nephews. 

 
There are obvious overlaps with the earlier discussion.  For example, Polly mentions nephew 
John Van Benschoten; he was the son of the late Margaret [Knickerbocker] Van Benschoten.  
Polly also mentions niece Charity Loomis; she was the daughter of John (junior) Knickerbocker 
and Rachel Bain.  Polly also mentions her late brother Henry Knickerbocker and his sons. 
 
As discussed on the next page, the will is even more useful when combined with the probate 
notice that was published in the Albany newspaper. 
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The Probate Notice of Polly (Mary) Knickerbocker Snyder 
 
Itôs clear that Polly Knickerbocker Snyder had accumulated significant wealth, and that Polly 
never had children.   
 
We might assume that Pollyôs wealth would be distributed exactly as specified in her will. 
 
However, something odd was going on.  When Polly Snyder died, the probate court decided to 
publish a very broad notice in the newspaper.  This is the sort of thing that would normally 
happen if a person didnôt have a will, or if there was somebody who wanted to contest the will. 
 
The probate notice mentions many names and locations:   

 
On one hand, the probate notice mentions Sally Ann Owens, who was not named in the will.  
(As we will show later, Sarah Ann Owens was the daughter of a Knickerbocker.) 
 
On the other hand, the probate notice ignores Catherine Couse, even though she was 
mentioned in the will.   (From other records, it appears that Catherineôs maiden name was 
Teator.  Catherine Teator might have been a niece of Polly Snyderôs late husband.) 
 
The probate notice seemed to have focused on descendants of the Knickerbockers.  Even 
Emeline Snyder, who was mentioned in the probate notice, was actually born a Van 
Benschoten, and was the daughter of a Knickerbocker. 
 
Perhaps Polly Knickerbocker had appropriated of some of her parentsô assets.  This might have 
caused someone to contest the will, and cause the probate court to decide that they needed to 
find all the surviving heirs of John and Anna Knickerbocker. 
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Regardless of their motivation, the probate court did us a favor by publishing a list of living 
relatives.   
 
Pollyôs only living sibling was John Knickerbocker of Argyle, New York.  This means that Pollyôs 
probate listing lacks any details about the Argyle families.  Again, though, we genealogists are 
lucky.  Weôre still in good shape, thanks to the family bibles that have already been discussed. 
 
 
 
 

Independent Confirmation of the Family Lines 
 
It is easy to confirm many of the names and facts from the bibles, the will, and the probate 
notice.  We will show a few examples. 
 

 

 

Henry Knickerbocker (Son of John P. Knickerbocker) 

 
Henry Knickerbocker (1807-1854) is easily traced using census and cemetery records.   
 
For example, the book Old Graveyards of Dutchess 
County shows the tombstone inscriptions for both 
Henry and his wife Ortentia Hart. 
 

 
 
Henryôs wife Ortentia and four of the sons were together 
in Milan for the 1865 state census. 
 
There is no doubt that the nephews referred to by Polly 
Snyder were the children of Henry and Ortentia. 
 
 

 
Theodore Knickerbocker is the hardest of Henryôs sons to trace.  Polly Snyderôs probate, in 
1883, says that Theodore was living in Leadville, Colorado (which was a mining boomtown.) 
 
The 1880 census confirms 
that Theodore was in 
Colorado. 
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Sally Ann Owens (daughter of Catherine Knickerbocker and Isaac Crandell) 
 
Polly Snyderôs probate notice 
said that Sally Ann Owens 
was in northern Iowa.  In fact, 
she was just across the state 
line, in southern Minnesota. 
 
Her obituary is on 
Findagrave, from the Mower 
County Transcript from 27 
December of 1905.  
 
She was the only surviving 
child of Catherine 
Knickerbocker Crandell. 
 
 
 
 
John Robinson (husband of Margery Knickerbocker) 
 
As expected based on Polly Snyderôs probate file, John Robinson was in the Sailorôs Home in 
the 1880 census: 

 
 

 

The Van Benschoten Family 

 
The connection between the Knickerbockers and the Van 
Benschotens is easily proven. 
 
Polly Snyderôs will mentioned her nephew Egbert Van 
Benschoten.   
 
Egbert was the son of fMargaret Knickerbocker. 
 
 

  


