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Harmen Janse

1648 - 1714
This is the story of John P. Knickerbocker, born in 1759 in or near |
Columbia County, Ne w AhoarMaria J 0 h n davrenpeiKdiclkerboeoker s
1684 -1766

Couse.

This was sparked by a recent visit to the New York State Library. :
We stumbled on some interesting bible records while we were Petrus Knickerbocker
searching for something else. |

John P. Knickerbocker
1759 -
m Anna Maria Couse

The main objective of this report is to assemble several key family records in one place.
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John P. Knickerbocker and Anna Couse

Background: Van Al styneds History of the Kn

One of the challenges with this family is that we have to overcome some earlier misinformation.

William Van Alstyne wrote the definitive history of the early Knickerbocker families. It was
published in the NYGB&R in 1908 and 1909.

. . Petrus Knickerbocker
Unfortunately, there were a few mistakes in the 17201783

Van Alstyne work. Some of them involved
confusion over the families of John P.

Knickerbocker vs. his brother Hugh John P. Knickerbocker Hugh Knickerbocker
. 1759 - 1761 - 1845
KnICkerbOCker' m Anna maria Couse m Rachel Schram

CRER (|gxru~ Laurens,” Harmen Jan-
at , N : m. there 22 May,
»f Johan Theis Kaus (son
etta Millius (dau. of Jacob
t Germantown, N. Y. Chil-

\hlluu) who
dren, bap. 3 :
i 6 Ma nch 1787; spon.: Johannes Kilmer

i
iii.

.19 June,17 \, ,)(n Anteise and Grietje Cous,

b3 Sept, 1700 spons Philip Knickerbocker | Here, we have highlighted Van Al st yneds descrip

lml laria Denius.

. J ?\:3,,}:;‘ 1796 spon.: Joh Kansh and Catha- - of four so-called children of Hugh Knickerbocker and
v. Gertch X 798; spon.: Hugh Knicker-
8 Rachel Schram.

Laurens,’” Harmen Jansen'),
; m. 11 June, 1786, at Mount

,’“g,i’;a ‘.!5%&11’2%“’&%3 Y+ The four children in question are Maria, John,
\p at Mount Ross; spon.:

aria Schram Margaret, and Henry.

n., 1792 bx,) xl Mount Ross; spon.:
rbo ker and Maria Cous; m. 1o Jan.,

vhn M. Snyder. She lived and

\p( n.: Friederick S
ii. l]n ibeth, b 8 \prll

Incorrect
information

wn Co, N v, ewme | Van Alstyne was wrong about these four. These were
- (neeki). b.o Jan, 106 bap.ae | CHildren of John P. Knickerbocker, not Hugh

he parents; m. 1 Aug,, 1811, al .
rieon or Robbirson. " She Knickerbocker.

ent ba p at Mount Ross; spon
the P may have m. Hannah Wardwell. llu)
lived in Ri oc Co., N. Y.
vii, Nancy, b, t7 ) 1800; bup. at Mount Ross; spon.;
Pieter Knickerbocker lisabeth Stickel.
viii. Hugh, b. 22 July, 1802 at Mount Ross; spon.:
Hugh Rhea, Jr., and (Hn stine Huyy
ix. Frederick, b, § Aug., 1804; bap. at Mount Ross; spon.:
Frederick Stickle and Elisabeth Hummel.
x. Benjamin, b. 1806.
xi. William,
xii. Adaline.
xiii. Henry, b. 1813; d. in Milan, N. Y.; m. Ortentia Hart,
— b. 1808, in Milan, her mother's maiden name Sanford.
Made his will 1 Feb., 1854; proved 6 March, 1854,
and recorded at Poughkeepsie, N. Y

Mount Koss; s
Mount R«

Part of the confusion was caused by overlapping names. For example, both John P.
Knickerbocker and Hugh Knickerbocker had sons named Henry.

As we willshow,J ohn P. Knickerbockerds son Henry is the o
lived in Milan, Dutchess County, NY.

(HughKni cker bocker 6s teGhii, Méheoa Coynty nNew Yok, and married Emily
Sly. See the previous report, titled fHugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram.g
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Howard K. Henry

1895-1953

We will pause to acknowledge Howard K. Henry. He helped preserve some of the

key records for this family.

Howard was the great great grandson of John P. Knickerbocker. (John P
Knickerbocker and Maria Couse / John Knickerbocker and Rachel Bain / Hamilton
Knickerbocker and Sarah Bain / Mary Knickerbocker and William Henry / Howard K

Henry.)
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Howard was born in Argyle, New York.

I'n the ear| 192006s hel

New Jersey.

y

He later lived in Penn Wynne, PA. He was a
professor at Haverford College, just outside of
Philadelphia.

He died in Ocean City, New Jersey.

Kntokerbooker Family

Gopted By Prof. Nowsrd Henry,1464 Drayton Lane,Penm Wynne,Pa.

One set of records was

grandson, William T. Knickerbocker.

0Pp Collee NAvERRND LA,

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER.
TUESDAY MORNING, JULY 7., 1953

H K. Henry Dies;
Professor, 57

| Howard K. Henry, of 1484 Dray-
ton lane, Penn Wynne, professor
of blology at Haverford College,
|died Sunday at his summer home,
3115 Astury ave, Ocean City. He
was 57

Prof. Henry had been & member |

of the faculty of Haverford Col-
lege since 1929
GRADUATE OF PENN

A native of Argyle, N Y he was
an employe of the U. 8. Bureau of
|m-uhn-u:u-
!vmv-lyu Pennsylvania

which he was graduated 18 1927.

Pollowing
| fantry D\ﬂﬂm

-mmm«.nm-
during the

| World War,

was nrw
wsu:unmcmu l

| 1921 and 1922. During school

| | vacation periods from 1931 and

1941, he was associasted with the
New York State plant M|
department.

STAMPS EXHIBITED

Prof. Henry was a member ol
the American Association of Uni-|
versity Professors, Sigma Xi, and
the American Philatelic and/

which

s on exhibit nL the Philatelic In-
stitute, Broad and Diamond sts

He is survived by his wife, the

former Helen Loveless, and a

daughter. Mrs L. Robert Edwards

of Parma, O. Funeral services and

from | burial will be in New York

Howard Henry had

from John

two family records in
his possession.

P. Kn

Howard Henry and his wife allowed the DAR to transcribe both sets of records. The
transcriptions can be found in the Albany Library. They are shown on the next few

pages.

Har bor

ickerbocker.




John P. Knickerbocker and Anna Couse

We will discuss the various records one at a time.

The bible of William Knickerbocker provides a good start.

The Family Bible of William T. Knickerbocker

William T. Knickerbocker was the grandson of John Knickerbocker and Anna Couse. He was

person number 2 on the tree shown earlier.

The State Library in Albany has a copy
of the bible records for William T.
Knickerbocker.

William T. Knickerbocker never had any
children. Thus, he chose to use his
bible to record the history of parents and

siblings.

The bible was owned by Howard Henry
of Penn Wynne, PA.

Included at the bottom of this transcript
is a section cal/l
donot know who
information. (Was it William
Knickerbocker, or was it Howard
Henry?)
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Kniokerbooker Family

Oopled from the Family Bible of Will 7.Knieckerbooker
by Prof. Howard lonry,1464 Droyton Lene,Perm Wyrne,Pa.

Py Loar Will T.Eniokerbooker Book

Births
Joln Enickerbooker 1760

Joln Entokerbooker 1706 Nov,19th
Righol Bain Eniokerbookor May 23,1797
HeB.Enlokerbooke 1828 Feb,7th
CeMaEniokerbook 1828 Nov.12th
JeHaEnlokorbookeor 18350 Sept.26th
JeioEniakerbook 1033 May l4th
HellsXniokorbook 1838 Marel 18th
WeTeEniokerbookor 1030 Jun.7

Sareh M.B.Kniokerbooker Dec.22nd 1852
Barriagos

Mayry Couch 1760

John Knickerbook and Rachel Bain wore married Nov.9,1824

Wi T'e Anfokorbocke and Sarah M.Bain were married
the 5th of boo.l804

Doatha

John EKniokorbocke died June 22,1888
HeBo.Eniokerbooker was killed Fredericksburg 1863

Jumos A.Kni
Familton H.Enickerbooker died Hov,17,1915

Margaret VanBensohoten born Juno 16,1780 died Feb.24,15

Margery Robinson born Sept.Z,1701 died Kay 5,1878

Fy born Mar.241704
ohn ckerbocker born Nov.19,1796
Charity Crandell born ¥ar,19,1769

wldmrl born 1807 dled Fob.17,1854

John A.MagMorris,ighland Aores,irgyle,N.Y.

mwm Choptor NeS.DeA.H. Cambridge,¥.Y.

Scattered within the above page are seven sets of information:
1. The marriage of John P. Knickerbocker married Mary Couch.
. A list of the children of John P. Knickerbocker and Mary Couch.

. The marriage of John Knickerbocker (junior) and Rachel Bain
John

rt hs

of
. The deaths of Johnand Ra c h e |

0s

and Rachel 6s <chi

chil dr en

. The birth of Sarah Bain, the future wife of William T. Knickerbocker
. The marriage of William T. Knickerbocker and Sarah Bain

2
3
4 . The Dbi
5
6
7

dr en



John P. Knickerbocker and Anna Couse

The Family Bible of John Knickerbocker and Rachel Bain

Howard Henry had another Knickerbockeribi bl ed6 i n his possession.

This was called a fAbibled in the DAR transcriptio
actually the history of a well-known minister from England.

The DAR transcribed this fAbi bl edhtly.wi ce. The tran

Two DAR transcriptions of a book owned by Howard K. Henry

Almost all of this information was already covered in the earlier discussion of the bible of William
T. Knickerbocker.

('t is possible that the i wHeckedrardteihanoed bymowardc h A bi b
Henry, who eventually owned both books.)
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Partial Family Tree (based on the records and work of Howard Henry)

Before we jump any deeper into the details, we will pause to show a partial family tree.
The information in black bold font is based on the information from Howard K. Henry.

We have enhanced the tree slightly, adding some extra dates and names of spouses, in light
gray.

John Knickerbocker

1760 -
m Mary Couse
1760 -

[ [ I I I I |
Margaret Margery Mary (Polly) John Charity(Catherine) Marish (Marika) Henry
1789 - 1877 1791 - 1878 1794 -1883 1796 - 1888 1799 - 1872 1801 - 1807 - 1854

m TuniVan Benschoten m Robinson mJohn M. Snyder m Rachel Bain m IsaacCrandall m fnu Snyder m Orentia Hart
1786-1867 1812-1882 1800 -1845 1797-1897 1799 - 1889 unknown 1809 - 1870
Charity Mariah Hugh Bain John Henry James Alexander Hamilton Hutton  William Talmadge
1825 - 1902 1829 - 1863 1830 - 1902 1833 - 1904 1836 - 1915 1839 - 1903
m JohnLoomis m Maria Louisa Luke m Isabel Earl m Sarah M. Bain m Sarah M. Bain
1832 - 1837 - 1919 1837 - 1900 1843 - 1852 - 1945

The tree above is a useful reference when discussing the will and probate notice of Polly
Kni ckerbocker Snyder. (For exampl e, Pol |l yés

of the Van Benschoten family.)

reco
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The Will of Polly (Mary) Knickerbocker Snyder

Mary (Polly) Snyder was briefly mentioned in the information compiled by Howard K. Henry.

Now we will take a deep dive.

Polly Snyder did not have any children of her own. Polly also outlived most of her siblings. This

turns out to be good break for genealogists.

The will of Polly Knickerbocker Snyder is useful because it shows her relationships to various

people, mcludlng various nieces and nephews.
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Persons Named in the Will

Martha Vosburg, wife of Smith Vosburg. (Martha was a niece,
although the will didn’t specify this.)

Niece Charity Loomis.

Catherine Couse, wife of Seth Couse. (Not sure why Polly
Knickerbocker gave so much money to Catherine Teator Couse.
Perhaps Catherine’s husband Seth related to Polly’s mother,
Anna Marie Couse. )

Leonard Van Benschoten and Alvin Van Benschoten, sons of my
nephew John Van Benschoten

Niece Emline Snyder, wife of William H. Snyder

Nephew John Van Benschoten

Catharine Van Benschoten, daughter of my nephew John Van
Benchoten

My nephews, sons of my brother Henry Knickerbocker, to wit
Henry J. Knickerbocker, Thadeus Knickerbocker, Theorore
Knickerbocker, Webster Knickerbocker, and Clarence
Knickerbocker.

There are obvious overlaps with the earlier discussion. For example, Polly mentions nephew
John Van Benschoten; he was the son of the late Margaret [Knickerbocker] Van Benschoten.
Polly also mentions niece Charity Loomis; she was the daughter of John (junior) Knickerbocker
and Rachel Bain. Polly also mentions her late brother Henry Knickerbocker and his sons.

As discussed on the next page, the will is even more useful when combined with the probate

notice that was published in the Albany newspaper.
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The Probate Notice of Polly (Mary) Knickerbocker Snyder

A

ltés clear that Polly Knickerbocker Snyder had ac
never had children.

We might assume that Pollydés wealth would be dist
However, something odd was going on. When Polly Snyder died, the probate court decided to

publish a very broad notice in the newspaper. This is the sort of thing that would normally
happen if a person didnét have a will, or i f ther

The probate notice mentions many names and locations:

ALBANY MORNING EXPRESS, SATURDAY. APRIL 21, 1883,

John Knickerbocker , Argyle, Washington Co, NY

HE PEOPLE OF TUE STATE OF NEW

el X nr'kr. L mce of ﬂmll 'ree and lndep&ndem : Cl- ~ Sally Ann Owens of Otranto, Mitchell Co, lowa
co“‘:"{_‘ T"ua‘o" AnnuOv" 'm'“_ ',,}%wm.“ul l‘a&l‘\;ﬂzzgn John Robinson, National Sailors Home, Quincy, MA
éowa:“.)‘th,:oh "\'7".03&“ ﬁl}‘ -nll' %ﬁor'le}mehQuln- John Van Benschoten, Milan,Dutchess Co, NY

an m;cim‘ :!nllmnb.:n.“(‘ 1 .""u(;bh c:‘."N.' l'.';' us"";: Egbert Van Benschoten, Hudson, Columbia Co, NY
‘Vlg:bl‘;;‘h. nf"° n;o%tl.lggll:m mle(m'l:'ty,'?\'. Yﬁ: _lil}ﬂ‘l':a(r Martha Vosburgh, Philmont “

necho 0 ale, ' olnmbia oo., N, Y. Wi .
i{am Van Be \oten, of Bostn ers, Columbis 0o., > Harmon Van Benschoten, Hillsdale
N. Y.; Emeling Snydeor, of Gootin, Columbia co., N. ¥.; William Van Benschoten, Boston Corner “
June Wiitaie, of Anorsin, Colunibis county, N. Y. Web. Emeline Snvder. Galatin
ster Knlek ker, 0f Pougt xeepais, N. Y.; Thaddeus vaer,
g{gemrhoe o: BAAg: l.‘I*)m "'Ilt}“ ;‘o..l_?‘l. p & Bt;? ; Jane Wiltsie, Ancram “
rayt o, N. Yg C . . .

erhocker of Efknart, lndlsns | Leodore fnieberbocker, /  Webster Knickerbocker, Poughkeepsie, Dutchess Co, NY
of Lendvliic, Clorado, greetin - ‘ Thaddeus Knickerbocker, Bengall “”

Whereay, P l; Snyder, lat of the town of Milun, | . .
in the county pf Dulchess. o ‘cased, us fe alloged, bns | Henry Knickerbocker, Stanfordville
lﬂrl;l! '“ll"l‘ ltm: Ing ,jlllll Wﬂl’_ ‘ ll}l u.aumnl. relating to Clarence Knickerbocker, Elkhart, Indiana
r,f 3:‘;“&'5 L o “n‘ppn::i.cu» ,ﬁ"s',;nuﬂn'?:,tmﬂwxf& Theodore Knickerbocker, Leadville, Colorado
county for thg proof thered you are hereby clted

1O appear gt 2 Qurrogate’s cour' o be held hefore ourSgr-

ro?u:. in sald qounty, at bie or| ¢ ln Poughkeepsie, on the

18th day of Juse, A. », 1888 ' ten o'clock Ia the fore-

noon of that ddy, then and the o to attend the probste of
the last wil) lestament of + . /d deceaswd,

In testimony! whereof we Lo camsed Lhe seal of office

iy whid Surrogate to Lo hersunto afxed. Wit

tess, Catling Saeldon, ¥ -, Burrogate of our sald

[L.8,] county 'r Dutohoss, at | oughkoepeie, this J4th day

of April, in the year 1 onr Lord one thousand
elght hyndred and eigh! three.
| OTI8 SRELDON,
on?1 wd ( Clerk . the Burromate's Court,

On one hand, the probate notice mentions Sally Ann Owens, who was not named in the will.
(As we will show later, Sarah Ann Owens was the daughter of a Knickerbocker.)

On the other hand, the probate notice ignores Catherine Couse, even though she was
mentioned inthewil. ( Fr om ot her records, it appears that Ca
Teat or . Catherine Teator might have been a niece

The probate notice seemed to have focused on descendants of the Knickerbockers. Even
Emeline Snyder, who was mentioned in the probate notice, was actually born a Van
Benschoten, and was the daughter of a Knickerbocker.

Perhaps Polly Knickerbocker had appropriated of some of her parentséassets. This might have
caused someone to contest the will, and cause the probate court to decide that they needed to
find all the surviving heirs of John and Anna Knickerbocker.
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Regardless of their motivation, the probate court did us a favor by publishing a list of living
relatives.

Pollyés onl yad ivdmmg Kribdkewrgbovcker of Argyl e, New

probate listing lacks any details about the Argyle families. Again, though, we genealogists are
lucky. We 06 stilkin good shape, thanks to the family bibles that have already been discussed.

Independent Confirmation of the Family Lines

It is easy to confirm many of the names and facts from the bibles, the will, and the probate
notice. We will show a few examples.

Henry Knickerbocker (Son of John P. Knickerbocker)

Henry Knickerbocker (1807-1854) is easily traced using census and cemetery records.

For example, the book Old Graveyards of Dutchess TG Erpoasiinii of Dulchess Gounty
County shows the tombstone inscriptions for both 38 Kidkmibacker, Heniy, TR0TARSE;
Henry and his wife Ortentia Hart. Ortentia Hart, his wife, 1808, 1870.

1865 NY State Census, Milan, Dutchess Co, NY
Lesac (7 rasc e Sy B T Henryo6s wiahdfoudftheesons weire together
Lok 171 L1 in Milan for the 1865 state census.
Y| ez ie]
|V 27 There is no doubt that the nephews referred to by Polly
| N e Snyder were the children of Henry and Ortentia.

A/;’ bt

Theodore Knickerbocker is the hardest of Henryods
1883, says that Theodore was living in Leadville, Colorado (which was a mining boomtown.)

The 1880 census confirms 1880 Census, LeadVville, Colorado
that Theodore was in =
Colorado.

rr

N T | e Rae Gt} I L
LN 23 L

holmite] Beiee T Tl | |

=y - | 1

\
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Sally Ann Owens (daughter of Catherine Knickerbocker and Isaac Crandell)

Pol | y Spnopaieenaotides
said that Sally Ann Owens
was in northern lowa. In fact,
she was just across the state
line, in southern Minnesota.

Her obituary is on
Findagrave, from the Mower
County Transcript from 27
December of 1905.

She was the only surviving

child of Catherine
Knickerbocker Crandell.

John Robinson (husband of Margery Knickerbocker)

As expected based on Pdlolhy
the 1880 census:

The Van Benschoten Family

The connection between the Knickerbockers and the Van
Benschotens is easily proven.

Ropwd emrs®@n wracb athe t fhiel &,a

Polly Snydero6s wil|l mentionec her nephew Egbert V

Benschoten.

Egbert was the son of fMargaret Knickerbocker.

10



