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This report discusses the John Knickerbocker who lived in Salisbury and Sharon, Connecticut, 
and Madison County, New York, and who died in Cincinnatus, Cortland County, New York.   His 
wife Lydia Jackson is also discussed briefly. 
 
John Knickerbocker and Lydia Jackson had seven children.   The following chart lists the 
spouse of each child, and  the location where they lived as adults, or where they died. 

 
The following map illustrates key parts of the story.   

 
Lawrence Knickerbocker lived in 
Dutchess Co., NY.  His son John 
moved to Litchfield Co., CT. 
 
Johnôs grandson, also named 
John, married Lydia Jackson and 
moved to Madison County.  
Johnôs brother Bartholomew later 
joined him in Madison County.  
From there the families 
dispersed to western New York, 
Potter County PA, and beyond. 
 
 

 
(Ancestry members can find more details and supporting documents in the tree called 
Knickerbockers of Central New York, under user bmknickerbocker.) 

  

Generation

1st Harmen Janse "Knickerbocker"

2nd Lawrence

3rd John

4th Harmon

5th John Knickerbocker
m. Lydia Jackson

6th Harmen Laura Peter Harry Harley Hiram Lucy
1786-1871 1787-1876 1789-1879 1791-1871 1795-1881 1797-1878 1800-1886

Lyndon, NY Volney, NY Potter, PA Cincinnatus NY Morrisville, NY Calhoun, MI Volney, NY

m Phebe Horton m Giles Peckham m Hannah m1 Louisa Brigham m1 Eliza Spafford m Julia Tousley m Albert Howard

m2 Climena Lotridge m2 Henrietta French
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List of the key players 
 
The key players in this report are: 
 

1. Harmen Janse (1648-1714) was the first person ever to be called ñKnickerbocker.ò 
 

2. Cornelius (1692-1776), the son of Harmen Janse, is discussed as part of the Connecticut families. 
 

3. John Knickerbocker (1731-1828), the son of Cornelius, is discussed as part of the Connecticut 
families, and the migration to Vermont. 

 

4. Lawrence Knickerbocker (1684-1766) is discussed as part of the Connecticut migrations. 
 

5. John Knickerbocker (1710-1786) was a major part of the Connecticut migrations. 
 

6. Cornelius Knickerbocker (1708-1774), Johnôs brother, is mentioned briefly. 
 

7. Abraham Knickerbocker (1733-1809) and his eleven children are part of the Connecticut story. 
 

8. Lawrence Knickerbocker (1739-), the son of John (1710-1786), was part of the Connecticut 
families. 

 

9. John Knickerbocker (1766-) was one of the many John Knickerbockers in Connecticut. 
 

10. Harmon Knickerbocker (1741-1777?) was the father of ñHarmenôs John.ò 
 

11. John Knickerbocker (1766?-1860) was called ñHarmenôs Johnò in his grandfatherôs will, and is the 
main focus of this report.  He married Lydia Jackson in 1785, and later moved to Madison County 
NY. 

12. Bartholomew Knickerbocker (1774-1852) was part of the migration from Connecticut to Vermont, 
and later moved to Madison County NY. 

 

13. John Knickerbocker (1801-1897) is yet another ñJohn.ò  He is part of the Vermont, and Madison 
County stories.  John had a brother named Stephen who is also discussed here. 

 

14. Rachel Knickerbocker (1773-) is part of the Connecticut and Vermont stories. 
 

15. Thankful Knickerbocker (1773-) was Rachelôs twin sister. 
 

16. The children of John Knickerbocker and Lydia Jackson (Harmen, Laura, Peter, Harry, Harley, 
Hiram, and Lucy). 

 

Generation

1st Harmen Janse "Knickerbocker"

2nd Cornelius Lawrence

3rd John John Cornelius

4th Abraham Lawrence Harmon

5th 11 Children John John Bartholomew Rachel Thankful
m. Lydia Jackson

John

Harmen Laura Peter Harry Harley Hiram Lucy

1

2

3

4

5 6

7 8

9

10

11
12

13

14 15

16
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Readers who are not familiar with William Van Alstyneôs ñHistory of the Knickerbocker 
Familyò are encouraged to get a copy.   
 
This report will not replicate the basic information from Van Alsytne.  Instead, we will focus 
on new information that was not included in that earlier study. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Harmen Knickerbocker in Dutchess County, New York 
 
Harmen Janse was from Holland, but settled along the Hudson River in the 1680ôs. 
 
Through a series of odd events, he adopted the last name ñKnickerbacker.ò  He was the first 
person to ever use this as a last name. 
 
Harmen lived, for his last few years, in Dutchess County, in the area now called Tivoli, New 
York.  Court records show that he died there in 1714.  
 
 
Land records show that Harmen died and was buried on land 
later owned by Cornelius Knickerbocker.  The area around his 
grave was later set aside as a quarter acre burial ground for 
Knickerbockers.   
 
The approximate location of Harmen Janseô grave is indicated by 
the red star on this satellite photograph of the Tivoli shoreline. 
 
Harmenôs tombstone, and the burial ground, are long gone. 
  

 
 From Google Earth 
 

 
 
Lawrence Knickerbocker in Dutchess County, New York 
 
Lawrence Knickerbocker was the second son of Harmen Janse.  Lawrence lived his adult life in 
Dutchess County, near Tivoli.  
 
Lawrence served in the New York militia with or under a man named Johannes Dyckman, and 
married Johannesô daughter Maryke Dyckman. 
 
Lawrence died in 1766, and was originally buried in the family burial ground, near his father.  
Lawrenceôs tombstone was later moved. 
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Lawrenceôs Land in Salisbury, Connecticut 
 
During the early 1700ôs, residents of the Hudson River Valley began looking eastwards towards 
Connecticut. 
 
The Housatonic River is the next major river valley east of the Hudson.  Salisbury is the town 
along the western bank of the Housatonic.  Large parts of Salisbury were settled by Dutchmen 
coming over from the Hudson Valley. 
 
In the early 1720ôs, Lawrence Knickerbocker and Johannes Dyckman were among the 
Dutchmen who received land grants in Connecticut. 
 
Lawrence purchased a 50 acre plot in the southeast quadrant of Salisbury.  The plot was along 
what is now Lime Rock Road,  This plot was called The Grant. 
 

 
There is no evidence that Lawrence ever lived in Connecticut. His main residence was probably 
in the lot just west of his brother Cornelius (and just west of the burial ground that was 
mentioned earlier).  Lawrenceôs lot was just south of Lot Number 2, which was created when 
Harmen Janseô land was subdivided. 
 
Lawrenceôs son John was only about 12 when his father bought The Grant.  As we will discuss, 
John later moved to Connecticut.  The Grant became Johnôs home. 
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Cornelius Knickerbocker, the Brother of Lawrence 
 
 
 
 
Cornelius Knickerbocker was the third 
son of Harmen Janse. 
 
 
 
 
 
Cornelius is involved in our story in three ways: 

1. He moved to Connecticut with his nephew.  (The move is discussed later.) 
2. He was the father of a man named John Knickerbocker.  (John is discussed later.) 
3. He was the father of Deborah Knickerbocker.  

 
We will discuss Deborah Knickerbocker now. 
 
In about 1758, Deborah married a man named John Beardslee.  In about 1759, Deborah 
Knickerbocker and John Beardslee had a son. 
 
They named their son John Knickerbocker Beardslee. 
 

 
In 1795, John Knickerbocker Beardslee married 
Lavina Pardee. 
 
Lavina was the daughter of Samuel and Faith 
Pardee.  The marriage was in Sharon, 
Connecticut. 
 
 

The life of John Beardslee and Lavina Pardee is well documented.  Unfortunately, though, the 
Sharon Records show this wedding as follows: 

 
This was a mistake by either by the Sharon town clerk or whoever transcribed the records later.   
The groomôs full name was actually John Knickerbocker Beardslee. 
 
This mistake has caused many questions regarding the various men who were named ñJohn 
Knickerbocker.ò 
 
In reality, Lavina Pardee had no role in the lives of the John Knickerbockers who lived in 
Connecticut. 
 

  

Generation

1st Harmen Janse

2nd Cornelius

3rd Elizabeth William John Deborah Cornelia

1

2

3

Samuel

Pardee

Faith

Brewster

Lavina

Pardee

John

Beardslee

Deborah 

Knickerbocker 

John

Knickerbocker

Beardslee

married married

married
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John and his Uncle move to Connecticut 
 
 
The Knickerbocker lines in Connecticut were founded by 
John Knickerbocker (person 5) and Cornelius Knickerbocker 
(person 2).   
 
Cornelius was Johnôs uncle. 
 
Unfortunately, there have been multiple histories and family 
trees that have gotten this wrong. 
 
For example, shown here is an excerpt from a Connecticut 
Magazine article in 1903.  The article is a nice summary of 
Corneliusô life in Connecticut.  However, the article claims 
that Cornelius and John were brothers.  This is wrong. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This mistake is understandable.  Without a family tree, it is hard to differentiate the early 
Knickerbockers.  For example, consider the following group of Knickerbockers: 

 
Cornelius (person 2) had a brother named Johannes.  Cornelius (2) also had a son named John 
and two nephews named John. 
 
John (5) had a brother named Cornelius (6) and two cousins named John. 
 
Cornelius (6) had a brother named John, a son named John, two cousins named John, and a 
nephew named John. 
 
There is no way to keep this straight without drawing a family tree and identifying each person. 
 

 

  

Generation

1st Harmen Janse

2nd Johannes Cornelius Lawrence

3rd John John John Cornelius Harmanus

4th John John John

1

2

3

4

5 6
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Too Many John Knickerbockers 
 
In the 1790, there were only 23 Knickerbocker households in the entire census.  Eight of those 
households were headed by men named John Knickerbocker 
 
Three of the eight John Knickerbocker households were in Connecticut.  A fourth one, John 
Knickerbocker (Esquire) in Vermont, was headed by a man who had just left Connecticut. 
 

1790 Census Results for Knickerbockers 
 

Head of Household 
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Comment 
        

John Knickabocker Litchfield, Litchfield, CT 1 2 2 
  

Discussed in this report 

John Knickabocker Litchfield, Litchfield, CT 1 2 2 
  

             ñò 

John Knickabacker Litchfield, Litchfield, CT 1 1 3 
  

             ñò 

John Knickerbacor, Esq Burlington, Chittenden, VT 1 0 0 
  

             ñò 

        

John Knickerbacker Northeast, Dutchess, NY 3 2 5 
  

so Cornlius (& gs of Lawrence) 

John Knickerbacker Washington, Dutchess, NY 1 2 3 
  

so Harmanus (& gs of Lawrence) 

John Knickerbacker Schachticoke, Albany, NY 2 0 1 
 

9 so of Johannes 

John Knickerbacker Jr Schachticoke, Albany, NY 2 1 6 
 

9 gs of Johannes 

        

Solomon Knickerbocker Litchfield, Litchfield, CT 2 4 4 
  

 

Abraham Knickerbocker Litchfield, Litchfield, CT 3 3 6 
  

 

Saml Knickerbocker Litchfield, Litchfield, CT 2 2 3 
  

 

Isaac Knickabocker Litchfield, Litchfield, CT 4 0 2 
  

 

Francis Snikerbacker Chemung, Montgomery, NY 1 0 2 
  

 

Hermanus Knickerbacker 1
st
 Amenia, Dutchess, NY 4 3 4 

  
 

Hermanus, Ye 2d Knickerbacker Amenia, Dutchess, NY 1 1 1 
  

 

Hermanus, Ye 3d Knickerbacker Amenia, Dutchess, NY 1 1 1 
  

 

Roeliff Knickerbacker Amenia, Dutchess, NY 1 1 5 
  

 

Benjamin Knickerbacker Northeast, Dutchess, NY 3 3 6    

Phillip Knickerbacker Northeast, Dutchess, NY 5 2 6 
  

 

Lawrence Knickerbacker Northeast, Dutchess, NY 1 3 2 
  

 

Margery Knickerbacker Northeast, Dutchess, NY 3 3 7 
 

1  

Herman I Knickerbacker Rhinebeck, Dutchess, NY 1 2 7 
  

 

Abraham Knickebacker NY City West Ward, NY, NY 1 0 4 
  

 

 
This report will discuss the first 4 John Knickerbockers on this list. 
 
As we will discuss later, John Knickerbocker and Lydia Jackson had 2 sons and 1 daughter 
before 1790.  Thus, John and Lydia are either the first or second ñJohn Knickerbockerò on this 
list. 
 
However, we will begin by discussing the fourth entry on this list  ï  John Knickerbocker 
Esquire.   
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John Knickerbocker, the son of Cornelius 
 
The John Knickerbocker who moved to Vermont was the son of Cornelius Knickerbocker 
(person 2).   
 
This ñJohn Knickerbockerò moved to Vermont by the 1780ôs.  The Vermont man didnôt have a 
role in the lives of John and Lydia Knickerbocker.  However, the Vermont records have never 
been fully documented, and are worthy of some discussion. 
 
Two newspapers reported the death of John Knickerbocker of Esssex, Vermont, at age 97, in 
August of 1828.  This could only be Corneliusô son.  (Van Alstyneôs History of the Knickerbocker 
Family reported that Corenliusô son was baptized in May of 1731.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essex is in the northwest quadrant of Vermont.  Other towns in that vicinity include Burlington, 
Highgate, and Grand Isle.  There are various historic records that show that a man named John 
Knickerbocker served various civic roles in those towns from the 1780ôs to about 1800. 
 
John Knickerbocker was a colleague of Ethan Allen and his 
brothers.  Many early settlers of Vermont, including the Allen 
brothers, were natives of Litchfield County, Connecticut.  Ethan 
Allen and his brothers were about the same age as John 
Knickerbocker.   
 
The same Connecticut Magazine article that was mentioned 
earlier also comments on John Knickerbockerôs assistance in 
finalizing the constitution of Vermont. 
 
The only confusion around this John Knickerbocker is whether he was ever married.  The 
records are odd. 
 
John Knickerbocker was listed as being a selectman in Burlington, Vermont, in 1789, 1790, and 
1791.   

The Proceedings and papers, 
Vermont Antiquarian Society 
discusses the early settlers of 
Burlington, and describes John 
Knickerbocker as a single man 
who later moved to Essex. 
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The discussion in the Antiquarian Society write-up was based in part on the 1790 census, which 
showed John Knickerbocker as the only person in his household. 

 
1 male over 16, zero males under 16, and zero males 

 
In 1790, John described himself as ñEsquire,ò showing that he claimed some knowledge of law.  
(At the time, law was a skilled trade, not a profession requiring a university degree.) 
 
This is the same John Knickerbocker who moved to Essex, Chittenden County.  Any doubts 
about this are removed by the following two descriptions of a ministerôs ordainment in Essex in 
about 1800.  In the first description, the ceremony was at the house of John Knickerbocker.  In 
the second description, he is called Esquire Knickerbocker. 
 
 
               History of Chittendon County,  
                          Vermont (1886) 
 
 
 
               Vermont Historical Gazetteer:   
                       A Magazine (1867) 
 
 
Johnôs family status appears to have changed sometime before 1800.   
 
The 1800 census in Essex shows John Knickerbocker in a household has 1 white male 16-25, 1 
white male over 45, 1 white female 16-25, 1 white female over 45, and 1 ñother free personò 
who might have been a servant: 
 
 

 
 
This ñJohn Knickerbockerò was over the age of 45 in 1800.  This also points to this being 
Corneliusô son. 
 
The table below compares Johnôs entries in 1800, 1810, and 1820.  All three are consistent with 
the idea that John married a widow. 
 

John Knickerbockerôs Census Entries in Vermont 

  

Males 
16-25 

Males 
> 45 

Females 
16-25 

Females 
26-44 

Females 
>45 

1800 Essex 1 1 1 0 1 

1810      ñ 0 1 1 0 1 

1820      ñ 0 0 0 1 1 

 
John Knickerbocker may have left a stepson and stepdaughter, both of whom were born 
sometime before about 1785.   These Vermont records are worthy of more research and 
discussion. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
We will now return to the Connecticut families.   
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Connecticut 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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John Knickerbocker (1710-1786) 
 
We now turn our focus to Lawrenceôs son John (person number 5) who was the main patriarch 
of the Connecticut families. 
 
As we will discuss, John had a large family.   We will mention all of his children, but our main 
focus is on the core shown here: 

 
 
Basic information about Johnôs life and family can be found in Van Alstyneôs History of the 
Knickerbocker Family.   We will not duplicate Van Alstyneôs information here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
A superficial description of John 
Knickerbocker appeared in Connecticut 
Magazine in 1904. 
 
One interesting feature of this article is 
its emphasis on the odd spelling on 
Johnôs tombstone:  Kernickerbacker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Generation

3rd John

4th Abraham Lawrence Harmon

5th 11 Children John John Bartholomew Rachel Thankful
m. Lydia Jackson

5

7 8

9

10

11 12 14 15
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John Knickerbocker was only about 12 years old when his father Lawrence purchased The 
Grant.   
 
We do not know exactly when John moved to Connecticut, but it was probably between 1730 
and 1740, when John was 20 to 30 years old. 
 
Once John arrived in Connecticut, he began to accumulate some large tracts of land.  This is 
shown in Connecticut land records.   
 
(James Lloyd, who heads the Knickerbocker DNA team, did an extensive amount of work on the 
land records of Connecticut.  We  appreciate all of Jamesô hard work.) 
 
 
Lawrence Knickerbockerôs 50 acre grant 
was along the Housatonic River, near the 
mouth of Salmon Kill Creek.   
 
John quickly expanded his land holdings.  
The satellite photos shown here attempt to 
illustrate the scope of his land purchases in 
Salisbury. 
 
The original Grant is labeled on both the flat 
view and the 3-dimension view.   
 
The cemetery is labelled in the top 
photograph.  John once owned this land, 
and apparently donated the land for use as 
a burial ground. 
 
Johnôs properties also included the plains 
east and north of the mountain.  
 
Johnôs property included part of the 
mountain.  This land was probably less 
valuable.  Today, the mountain is heavily 
forested, and is crossed by part of the 
Appalachian Trail. 
 
 
John Knickerbocker also purchased land south of the Sharon town line, just off the bottom of 
these satellite photographs.  The Sharon properties are important to our story, and will be 
discussed later. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


