John Knickerbocker and Lydia Jackson

Bryan Knickerbocker
18 September 2017

This report discusses the John Knickerbocker who lived in Salisbury and Sharon, Connecticut,
and Madison County, New York, and who died in Cincinnatus, Cortland County, New York. His
wife Lydia Jackson is also discussed briefly.

John Knickerbocker and Lydia Jackson had seven children. The following chart lists the
spouse of each child, and the location where they lived as adults, or where they died.

Generation
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th John Knickerbocker
m. Lydia Jackson
| | | | | | |
6th Harmen Laura Peter Harry Harley Hiram Lucy
1786-1871 1787-1876 1789-1879 1791-1871 1795-1881 1797-1878 1800-1886
Lyndon, NY Volney, NY Potter, PA Cincinnatus NY Morrisville, NY Calhoun, Ml Volney, NY
m Phebe Horton m Giles Peckham m Hannal m1 Louisa Brigham m1 Eliza Spafford m Julia Tousley ~ m Albert Howard

m2 Climena Lotridge m2 Henrietta French

The following map illustrates key parts of the story.

Lawrence Knickerbocker lived in
Dutchess Co., NY. His son John
moved to Litchfield Co., CT.
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(Ancestry members can find more details and supporting documents in the tree called
Knickerbockers of Central New York, under user bmknickerbocker.)
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List of the key players

The key players in this report are:
1. HarmenJanse (1648-1714) was the first person ever to be call
2. Cornelius (1692-1776), the son of Harmen Janse, is discussed as part of the Connecticut families.

3. John Knickerbocker (1731-1828), the son of Cornelius, is discussed as part of the Connecticut
families, and the migration to Vermont.

Lawrence Knickerbocker (1684-1766) is discussed as part of the Connecticut migrations.
John Knickerbocker (1710-1786) was a major part of the Connecticut migrations.

Cornelius Knickerbocker (1708-1774),J o h n 6 s , is mentiohed briefly.

Abraham Knickerbocker (1733-1809) and his eleven children are part of the Connecticut story.

Lawrence Knickerbocker (1739-), the son of John (1710-1786), was part of the Connecticut
families.

© N o g &

9. John Knickerbocker (1766-) was one of the many John Knickerbockers in Connecticut.
10. Harmon Knickerbocker (1741-1777?)was t he f at her of fAHarmends John. o

11. John Knickerbocker (1766?-1860)wa s cal | ed si Harhme i n his grandfat her
main focus of this report. He married Lydia Jackson in 1785, and later moved to Madison County
NY.

12. Bartholomew Knickerbocker (1774-1852) was part of the migration from Connecticut to Vermont,
and later moved to Madison County NY.

13. John Knickerbocker (1801-1 89 7) i s yet anot her Vérdomthand MadisorHe i s par
County stories. John had a brother named Stephen who is also discussed here.

14. Rachel Knickerbocker (1773-) is part of the Connecticut and Vermont stories.
15. Thankful Knickerbocker (1773-) was Rachel 6s twin sister.

16. The children of John Knickerbocker and Lydia Jackson (Harmen, Laura, Peter, Harry, Harley,
Hiram, and Lucy).

Generation

1st Harmen Janse "Knickerbocket"
2nd Corneliu? Lawrence4
3rd John3 John5 Corneliu$
4th Abraham? Lawrence8 Harmon 10

) 12 14 15
5th 11 Children John9 Johnll Bartholomew Rachel Thankful

m. Lydia Jackson
Johnl3
16
I I I I I I
Harmen Laura Peter Harry Harley Hiram Lucy
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Readers who are not familiar with Willam Va n Al gHisyory eféhe Knickerbocker
Familyoare encouraged to get a copy.

This report will not replicate the basic information from Van Alsytne. Instead, we will focus
on new information that was not included in that earlier study.

Harmen Knickerbocker in Dutchess County, New York

Har men Janse was from Holl and, but settled

Through a series of odd event s, he adopted
person to ever use this as a last name.

Harmen lived, for his last few years, in Dutchess County, in the area now called Tivoli, New
York. Court records show that he died there in 1714.

Hudson | Frien
later owned by Cornelius Knickerbocker. The area around his
grave was later set aside as a quarter acre burial ground for '}
Knickerbockers.

Tivoli,

Land records show that Harmen died and was buried on land dship
eet
} New York

g T,he Suminski Innski
h

The approxi mate | ocat i onndicated by a
the red star on this satellite photograph of the Tivoli shoreline.

H a r mstomistone, and the burial ground, are long gone.

From Google Earth

Lawrence Knickerbocker in Dutchess County, New York

Lawrence Knickerbocker was the second son of Harmen Janse. Lawrence lived his adult life in
Dutchess County, near Tivoli.

Lawrence served in the New York militia with or under a man named Johannes Dyckman, and
married Johannes ®yckhmnght er Maryke

Lawrence died in 1766, and was originally buried in the family burial ground, near his father.
L a wr esrtaenbstone was later moved.
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Lawrenc e 6 s Land in Salisbury, Connecticut

Duringt he early 170006s, r e s Valey began looking eastwardsHawardso n  Ri v e
Connecticut.

The Housatonic River is the next major river valley east of the Hudson. Salisbury is the town
along the western bank of the Housatonic. Large parts of Salisbury were settled by Dutchmen
coming over from the Hudson Valley.

I n the early 17206s, Lawrence Knickerbocker and J
Dutchmen who received land grants in Connecticut.

Lawrence purchased a 50 acre plot in the southeast quadrant of Salisbury. The plot was along
what is now Lime Rock Road, This plot was called The Grant.

Columbia Co. NY

Land Grant in
Salisbury

Ancram

Salisbury Canaan
cT

Pine Plains
(formed 1823

Milan
formed 1819)

North East :

Lawrence sharon
Knickerbocker in

Dutchess Co.

Amenia

Litchfield Co.
| Connecticut

Washington

Pleasant
Valley

1t

Dutchess Co. NY

There is no evidence that Lawrence ever lived in Connecticut. His main residence was probably

in the lot just west of his brother Cornelius (and just west of the burial ground that was

mentioned earlier). Lawr encedés | ot was just south of Lot Numl
Har men Jansed | and was subdivided.

Lawrenceds son Jo2whemhisdather bdught ThelGoantt As tve will discuss,
John latermovedtoConnect i cut . The Gwoment became Johnos
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Cornelius Knickerbocker, the Brother of Lawrence

Generation
1st Harmen Jansd
Cornelius Knickerbocker was the third I

son of Harmen Janse. 2nd Corneliusp
I

| | I I I

3rd Elizabeth  William .John?‘ Deborah Cornelia

Cornelius is involved in our story in three ways:
1. He moved to Connecticut with his nephew. (The move is discussed later.)
2. He was the father of a man named John Knickerbocker. (John is discussed later.)
3. He was the father of Deborah Knickerbocker.

We will discuss Deborah Knickerbocker now.

In about 1758, Deborah married a man named John Beardslee. In about 1759, Deborah
Knickerbocker and John Beardslee had a son.

They named their son John Knickerbocker Beardslee.

John _mared Deborah Samuel maried Faith 1 1795 John Knickerbocker Beardslee married
Beardslee Knickerbockel Pardee Brewster i
Lavina Pardee.
Lavina was the daughter of Samuel and Faith
John . Pardee. The marriage was in Sharon,
. married Lavina -
Knickerbocker Pardee Connecticut.
Beardslee

The life of John Beardslee and Lavina Pardee is well documented. Unfortunately, though, the
Sharon Records show this wedding as follows:

John Kernickkerbakker of New York State, m. Lovina Pardee of Sharon

This was a mistake by either by the Sharon town clerk or whoever transcribed the records later.
The groomé &ll name was actually John Knickerbocker Beardslee.

This mistake has caused many questions regarding the various menwhowerenamed fiJohn
Knickerbocker . o

In reality, Lavina Pardee had no role in the lives of the John Knickerbockers who lived in
Connecticut.
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John and his Uncle move to Connecticut

The Knickerbocker lines in Connecticut were founded by
John Knickerbocker (person 5) and Cornelius Knickerbocker

(person 2).

Cornel i us

wa s

Johnoés

uncl

e .

Unfortunately, there have been multiple histories and family
trees that have gotten this wrong.

For example, shown here is an excerpt from a Connecticut
Magazine article in 1903. The article is a hice summary of

Cornel i usé

i fe

i n

Connecti

that Cornelius and John were brothers. This is wrong.

cut

“Into this tract
came the first real settler of Lakeville,

Cornelius Knickerbocker, a brother of <

John Knickerbocker, one of the set-

tlers on the Housatonic. On May
18, 1738, “Thomas Lamb of Wea-
togue,” sold to Cornelius Knicker-
bocker, two acres of land “lying at or
near ye place called Wonuncopoague-
cok.” e deed recites that one cor-
ner of this lot was seven rods distant
from Knickerbocker’s dwelling house,
and the bounds corroborate, in a gen-
eral way, Judge Church’s assertion
that the home of this ?ioneer stood on
the upper end of the “flat-iron” which
was transformed into a park a few
years ago. It is probable that Knick-
erbocker originally squatted on this
land, or hired it of Lamb, for several
vears prior to his purchase, so without
taking too t liberty with dates, it
may be said that the actual settlement
of Lakeville was begun in 1730.

Kni er made other purchases
of Lamb and by the year 1748, owned
a farm of over one hundred acres.
Tn that year he sold it all to Captain
John Sprague of Sharon, (who built
the first frame house in that town)
and removed to Sharon, where he

died March 3. 1776, aged 8 years.

This mistake is understandable. Without a family tree, it is hard to differentiate the early
Knickerbockers. For example, consider the following group of Knickerbockers:

Generation

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

Cornelius (person 2) had a brother named Johannes. Cornelius (2) also had a son named John

Harmen Jansé

Johannes

John

John

and two nephews named John.

|
Cornelius?

John3

Lawrence4
|
I I I
John5 Cornelius6 Harmanus
John John

John (5) had a brother named Cornelius (6) and two cousins named John.

Cornelius (6) had a brother named John, a son named John, two cousins hamed John, and a

nephew named John.

There is no way to keep this straight without drawing a family tree and identifying each person.

LAKEVILLE—IN THE AMERICAN SWITZERLAND

t

he

ar t
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Too Many John Knickerbockers

In the 1790, there were only 23 Knickerbocker households in the entire census. Eight of those

households were headed by men named John Knickerbocker

Three of the eight John Knickerbocker households were in Connecticut. A fourth one, John
Knickerbocker (Esquire) in Vermont, was headed by a man who had just left Connecticut.

Head of Household

John Knickabocker
John Knickabocker
John Knickabacker
John Knickerbacor, Esq

John Knickerbacker
John Knickerbacker
John Knickerbacker
John Knickerbacker Jr

Solomon Knickerbocker
Abraham Knickerbocker
Saml Knickerbocker

Isaac Knickabocker

Francis Snikerbacker
Hermanus Knickerbacker 1%

Hermanus, Ye 2d Knickerbacker
Hermanus, Ye 3d Knickerbacker

Roeliff Knickerbacker
Benjamin Knickerbacker
Phillip Knickerbacker
Lawrence Knickerbacker
Margery Knickerbacker
Herman | Knickerbacker
Abraham Knickebacker

1790 Census Results for Knickerbockers

Litchfield, Litchfield, CT
Litchfield, Litchfield, CT
Litchfield, Litchfield, CT
Burlington, Chittenden, VT

Northeast, Dutchess, NY

Washington, Dutchess, NY
Schachticoke, Albany, NY
Schachticoke, Albany, NY

Litchfield, Litchfield, CT
Litchfield, Litchfield, CT
Litchfield, Litchfield, CT
Litchfield, Litchfield, CT
Chemung, Montgomery, NY
Amenia, Dutchess, NY
Amenia, Dutchess, NY
Amenia, Dutchess, NY
Amenia, Dutchess, NY
Northeast, Dutchess, NY
Northeast, Dutchess, NY
Northeast, Dutchess, NY
Northeast, Dutchess, NY
Rhinebeck, Dutchess, NY
NY City West Ward, NY, NY

P P~ Males >16

NN PP W

R R WRrOWERRRMRDMDNDWN

o~ N N Males\U16
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o w N N Females
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Other free

This report will discuss the first 4 John Knickerbockers on this list.

Slaves

Comment

Discussed in this report
0
0
0

jn [ B 1 Sl 13

so Cornlius (& gs of Lawrence)
so Harmanus (& gs of Lawrence)

so of Johannes
gs of Johannes

As we will discuss later, John Knickerbocker and Lydia Jackson had 2 sons and 1 daughter

before
list.

1790.

Thus,

John

and

Lydi a

are ei

However, we will begin by discussing the fourth entry on this list i John Knickerbocker

Esquire.
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John Knickerbocker, the son of Cornelius

The John Knickerbocker who moved to Vermont was the son of Cornelius Knickerbocker
(person 2).

This AJohn KhimkwadotckeYer mont by thedi ind806haveThe
role in the lives of John and Lydia Knickerbocker. However, the Vermont records have never
been fully documented, and are worthy of some discussion.

Two newspapers reported the death of John Knickerbocker of Esssex, Vermont, at age 97, in

August of 1828. This coWhd @ hHisfosy bfehé IEnckenbeckei us 6 s o
Familyr eported that Corenliusd son was baptized in M
NH Gazette (Portsmouth NH) Salem Gazette (Salem MA)
19 Aug 1828 15 Aug 1828
. DIED, (-Tth-:v
In Dominico, Rev _Mr, Rimeno, Roman Caholic s £
Prisst. (o i hi s ¢ i In B ly, on Tuesday last, Mrs Anne Downes. aged 64.
ii(lx)’:ltll-('l.'lt fell, with his_horse, down a precipice ol l:: B.:::'l?’l;:":i. l.’:-‘lnml Vase. dacahite "rl O 'l'lm‘-c:m
In New.Y i el L . V. Deborah Neville, aged 66, abizail Crawlev. 35 in
"'“‘"I"'-‘““K""(gg»' RO SN Loty Nowy of Perie l'ipe.‘.'?.' rssl‘un: McKo:ny.B;. Mr Roswell Lewis, 34. Mr
In Uties, N, Y, Mrs, Sarali Adams, aged 62, relict of Jamas Douglas. 22, of Eden, Me. -

Charles Adams, Ksq. and sister-induw 10 the Presiclent In Rovbury, Capt. Jochua Tarr, formerly of Cape Annand

of the U. 8 . Jate of N. York. nged 32.
In Burlington, Vi. Hon. William Brayton, o . =) o Essex, (Vt.) on the 24 inst. John Knickerbocker, aged
== Tu Fisex, Vi. Mr. Joha Kuickerhocker, nged 97, one 97. Mr. K. was one of the earliest settlers in that part of
of the_earliest stthurs in that pArt of Vermont, Vermout.

Essex is in the northwest quadrant of Vermont. Other towns in that vicinity include Burlington,
Highgate, and Grand Isle. There are various historic records that show that a man named John
Knickerbocker served various civic roles in those towns fromthe 1780 6 s t o about 1800.

Furthermore we learn from the ac-

John Knickerbocker was a colleague of Ethan Allen and his count book of Ira Allen, state treasu-
brothers. Many early settlers of Vermont, including the Allen PR s e s
brothers, were natives of Litchfield County, Connecticut. Ethan ifa'é.fe'a'c, fﬁ;iﬁ'.i;'st,i(’.l'.‘ o AR P
Allen and his brothers were about the same age as John 26 he charged his expense for three
Knickerbocker, Eh e et b

Thus it was that the original draft of
the constitution under which the gov-

The same Connecticut Magazine article that was mentioned erument of Vermont was administer-

. . ¢d I0r neariy SIXty years, was prepar- .
earlieralsocommentson John Knicker bocKk e e for the printer within 2 Sones € i N
. « . . . - -, 7 o
finalizing the constitution of Vermont. O e .

The only confusion around this John Knickerbocker is whether he was ever married. The
records are odd.

John Knickerbocker was listed as being a selectman in Burlington, Vermont, in 1789, 1790, and
1791.

The Proceedings and papers,
Vermont Antiquarian Society
discusses the early settlers of

John Grax;t,'AIex:
ander Davidson, Ebenezer Brown, Pierce Stearns, John Knickerbacor and
Richard Hocum, six sturdy pioneers, enjoyed the proud distinction of hav-

Stearns, valiantly recovered from that woeful disease. Bur"ngton’ and describes John
: ; } Knickerbocker as a single man
John Knickerbocker, a single man, removed to Essex, who later moved to Essex.
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The discussion in the Antiquarian Society write-up was based in part on the 1790 census, which
showed John Knickerbocker as the only person in his household.

{,f;f(/,./ :Zf,,.i/"d.},//,f;ﬁ / 1 “ b l 1 male over 16, zero males under 16, and zero males

In 1790, John described himsel f as AEsquire, 0 sdomeknowlgdgeaohlamt he c |
(At the time, law was a skilled trade, not a profession requiring a university degree.)

This is the same John Knickerbocker who moved to Essex, Chittenden County. Any doubts

about this are removed by the following two descr
about 1800. In the first description, the ceremony was at the house of John Knickerbocker. In

the second description, he is called Esquire Knickerbocker.

The Universalists had representatives among the earliest
settlers of the town. John Knickerbocker, who settled on the farm occupied by
Jason Hunt, was a leader among them. Their meetings were held at his
house, and it was at this place that Joshua Babbitt, a minister of that persua-
sion, was ordained i

History of Chittendon County,
Vermont (1886)

T N Ty T e )| Srvvesnmew, wtyevsay. )

Dea. Samuel Buell, Esquire Knickerbocker |1

Vermont Historical Gazetteer: (at whose house a Universalist minister, |1
A Magazine (1867) Rev. Mr. Babbit, was ordained), were the |!

eariy seuicrs.r
J o h fafiy status appears to have changed sometime before 1800.

The 1800 census in Essex shows John Knickerbocker in a household has 1 white male 16-25, 1
white male over 45, 1 white female 16-25, 1 white female over45,and1fiot her fr ee per so
who might have been a servant:

Ghor s |
;‘.’4%‘0 wihie _.i V‘ /1 -! / ‘: . | Lok “ ” I 7/ ” /ui._k

Kni cker boc4&enrl®00. Whisals@poiets to thiddbeingage of

This fAJoh
us son.

n
Cornel. o]
The table below compares Johnoallthwee aire doresisteniwith 1 8 0 0,
the idea that John married a widow.

John Knickerbockerdés Census Entries in Vermont
Males Males Females Females Females
16-25 >45 16-25 26-44 >45
1800 Essex 1 1 1 0 1
1810 i 0 1 1 0 1
1820 i 0 0 0 1 1

John Knickerbocker may have left a stepson and stepdaughter, both of whom were born
sometime before about 1785. These Vermont records are worthy of more research and
discussion.

We will now return to the Connecticut families.
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John Knickerbocker (1710-1786)

We now turn our focustoL awr enceds son Joh whowasdhe manmpatiaicmb er 5)
of the Connecticut families.

As we will discuss, John had a large family. We will mention all of his children, but our main
focus is on the core shown here:

Generation
3rd John5
I
4th Abraham?7 Lawrence8 Harmon10
| 11 12l s
sth 11 Children John9 John Bartholomew Rachel Thankful
m. Lydia Jackson
Basic information about Johnés | i fHistogyofdhef ami | 'y ca
Knickerbocker Family. We wi | | not duplicate Van Al styneds

A superficial description of John
Knickerbocker appeared in Connecticut
Magazine in 1904.

One interesting feature of this article is
its emphasis on the odd spelling on
Johndéds tombstone:

- Phet by K. T, Shebdin
TOMESTONE MARKING THE GRAVE OF
MR. JOHUN KERNICKERBACKER
THE FIRST SETTLEK IN LIME ROCK

11
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John Knickerbocker was only about 12 years old when his father Lawrence purchased The
Grant.

We do not know exactly when John moved to Connecticut, but it was probably between 1730
and 1740, when John was 20 to 30 years old.

Once John arrived in Connecticut, he began to accumulate some large tracts of land. This is
shown in Connecticut land records.

(James Lloyd, who heads the Knickerbocker DNA team, did an extensive amount of work on the

land records of Connecticut. We appreci atlardavdrd) of Jameséd
Lawrence Kni BOkaeegpantc k e Dugway

was along the Housatonic River, near the o _ Road

mouth of Salmon Kill Creek. L Lime Rock

Road

John quickly expanded his land holdings.
The satellite photos shown here attempt to
illustrate the scope of his land purchases in
Salisbury.

Later Purchases by
John Knickerbocker

The original Grant is labeled on both the flat
view and the 3-dimension view.

The cemetery is labelled in the top
photograph. John once owned this land,
and apparently donated the land for use as
a burial ground.

Salisbury town line -

Johndés properties also included the plains
east and north of the mountain.

Johndés propeartbfghei ncl uded
mountain. This land was probably less

valuable. Today, the mountain is heavily

forested, and is crossed by part of the

Appalachian Trail.

John Knickerbocker also purchased land south of the Sharon town line, just off the bottom of
these satellite photographs. The Sharon properties are important to our story, and will be
discussed later.
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